
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LEARNING LADDER

 “Understanding and exploring questions of human experience”. 
RE gives everyone the opportunity to explore the beliefs, values and attitudes that 

guide us through life, whether they be religious or secular. It gives you the chance to 
explore what it means to be a person and what in�uences the choices and decisions 

you make about your life every day.
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Understanding what we mean by 
fact, opinion, belief and truth.

What a theist, atheist and        
agnostic is.

 What di�erent beliefs and values 
students and others may have and 

how these in�uence us.

Understanding the issues where science and 
religion can clash and exploring whether they can 

coalesce as science and technology develop, 
namely on the meaning of reality, the origins of the 

universe and bioethical development

Understanding of what is meant by evil and 
su�ering, where these come from and why they 
exist, using �rstly Christian concepts of sin and 
Biblical stories, followed by Buddhist concepts 

from the Four Noble Truths

The nature of God
Creation

Jesus –the incarnation, cruci�xion & 
resurrection

Afterlife and judgement
Sin, salvation & atonement

Worship
Sacraments
Pilgrimage

Festivals
The church in the local community

Mission & evangelism
Church growth

Five Pillars of Islam
 Jihad

Festivals

Reasons for war
Just war theory

Holy war
Possession and use of 

nuclear weapons and WMD

Origins of the universe and life
Use and abuse of the 

environment and animals
Abortion

Euthanasia
Death and afterlife

Sexuality
Marriage & divorce

Sex before & outside 
marriage

Contraception
Gender equality

Understanding what 
we mean by crime, the 

range of causes of 
crime, the aims of 
punishment and 

religious attitudes to 
these, including 
retribution and 

reformation.

Understanding what we mean by 
ultimate questions and why they 

are so important, focusing on 
‘Christian, Islamic and Buddhist 

views on the afterlife and the 
purpose of life. 

Understanding how, and why, 
religious believers worship and 
pray from a Christian, Islamic, 

Sikh and Buddhist perspective

For religious believers, 
they typically place great 
authority in the founders 
of their religion and holy 

books associated with that 
religion. This topic 
explores what that 

authority is for Chritians 
and Muslims

Understanding of the issues and 
dilemmas faced by Christians, Muslims, 

Buddhists and humanists in living in 
the modern world. 

Intra-faith and inter-faith debates and 
controversies in the modern world.

GCSE EXAMS

MAY/JUNE

MOCK EXAM

MOCK EXAM

Understanding the core 
beliefs that characterise the 

Abrahamic faiths; 
Christianity, Islam, 

Buddhism and humanism. 
Exploring the arguments 

and evidence that lead 
people to believe in a God.

How and why 
does religion 

have 
authority over 

people?

Religion, 
Peace and 

Con�ict

Tawhid
Key beliefs of Sunni and Shi’a Islam

Nature of God
Angels

Predestination
Prophets; Adam,Ibrahim and 

Muhammad
Holy books

Reasons for crime, religious 
attitudes to lawbreakers and 

di�erent types of punishment, 
including capital punishment 

What you will learn in
Year 7

The focus for year 7 is on 
understanding the diversity of 
core beliefs and values people 

have, primarily from the 
Christian, Islamic and 

Buddhist faiths, but also 
secular and humanist beliefs 

that help shape their identity.

What you will learn in
Year 9

The focus of year 9 is on 
how religious believers 

apply their religious beliefs 
to address key issues and 

debates in the modern 
world. This year utilises 

learning from year 7 and 8, 
applying those beliefs and 

practices.

Students are taught two units across Key Stage 4: Firstly, Beliefs and Teachings and Practices, 
focusing on Christianity in year 10 in order to enhance rigour and mastery of understanding of this 

faith. Secondly, Thematic Studies involving religious philosophy and ethics. Two topics will be 
studied in year 10 and whilst there is �exibility and student choice, the most likely topics are 

Relationships & Families and Religion, Crime & Punishment.

What you will learn in Year 8
The focus for year 8 is on how people 

demonstrate and practice their beliefs and 
the impact and in�uence these practices have 

on their lives.

What are my 
values and 

beliefs? 

What core 
beliefs do 

people hold 
and why? 

How can we 
answer life’s 

ultimate 
questions?

Why is 
worship 

important to 
believers?

How can I 
represent my 

views 
creatively?

Science and 
Religion – 
friends or 
enemies? 

Christian 
Beliefs

Christian 
Practices

Religion, 
Crime and 

Punishment

Islamic
Beliefs

Religion
and Life

Islamic 
Practices

Religion and 
Relationships

Why is there 
evil and 

su�ering in 
the world?

Why does 
crime occur 

and what can 
be done about 

it?

Students are taught two units across Key Stage 4: Firstly, Beliefs and Teachings and Practices, 
focusing on Islam in year 11 in order to enhance rigour and mastery of understanding of this faith. 
Secondly, Thematic Studies involving religious philosophy and ethics. Two topics will be studied in 
year 10 and whilst there is �exibility and student choice, the most likely topics are Relationships & 

Life and Religion, Peace and Con�ict
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7 CLICK ON ANY YEAR BUTTONS TO TAKE YOU TO AN IN-DEPTH LEARNING JOURNEY FOR THAT YEAR

FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS
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