
ART, CRAFT & DESIGN LEARNING LADDER

Students who study the two year art, craft and design course partake in a 
series of brief workshops covering aspects of specialist disciplines in �ne art, 

graphic communication, textile design and three-dimensional design, 
followed by projects in one or more of these disciplines. Accurate 

observation; an ability to draw skilfully; a willingness to experiment with a 
range of materials; and the ability to critically analyse art and design work are 

key aspects of this course. 

YEAR

12

YEAR

13

The Rationale challenge
Springboarding

Observational drawing – natural forms
Mark-making

Oil pastel
Digital manipulation

Viewpoints and composition

Life drawing (extra-curricular 
evening class)

Sessions run throughout the 
A-Level course

Life drawing (extra-curricular 
evening class)

Sessions run throughout the 
A-Level course

Printing workshops (cont.):
Principles of portraiture in drawing

Watercolour portraiture
Contextual research – Ana Santos

Incorporating digital imagery
Contextual trip to London galleries

Acrylic painting
Freehand embroidery

Batik painting and 
embellishment

Painting workshops (cont.)

PCR
Pause, collate, re�ect 

documents
(students are expected to 

add to their PCR 
throughout the A-Level 

course)

The Scrapheap challenge
Contextual research – Angie Lewin

Printing workshops

Whole �gure and facial proportions
Studio photography

Observational drawing
Painting workshops

Creation of your �nal outcome (AO4)
The critical study – Essay planning 

and writing
Consolidation of PCRs

Component 2 project proposals
Contextual research (AO1)

Experimentation and re�nement of 
ideas and techniques (AO2)

High quality recording (AO3)

Continuation of:
Contextual research (AO1)

Experimentation and re�nement of ideas and 
techniques (AO2)

High quality recording (AO3)
Planning for your �nal outcome

15 hour controlled assessment 
(AO4)

Formal submission of coursework 
and completion of course

Continuation of:
Contextual research (AO1)

Experimentation and re�nement of ideas 
and techniques (AO2)

High quality recording (AO3)
Planning for your �nal outcome

Pause, Collate and Re�ect (PCR) documents

Component 1 project proposals
External gallery visit(s) (AO1)

Contextual research (AO1)
Experimentation and re�nement of ideas 

and techniques (AO2)
High quality recording (AO3)

Pause, Collate and Re�ect (PCR) documents

AUTUMN TERM
Portfolio 

workshops

SPRING TERM
Portfolio 

workshops

AUTUMN
TERM 1

Component 1 – 
Personal 

Investigation

SPRING
TERM 1

Component 1 
– Personal 

Investigation

SPRING
TERM 1

Component 2 
– Externally 

set task

SUMMER
TERM 1

Component 2 
– Externally 

set task

AUTUMN
TERM 2

Component 1 – 
Personal 

Investigation

What you will learn in Year 13
Students  will learn how to become more 

uninhibited and expansive creative thinkers.
Lessons promote playful investigation and 

experimentation, with a view to inciting 
thought-provoking and imaginative creative 

recording. Students’ command of di�erent media, 
techniques and processes develops exponentially, 
with a signi�cant focus on self-re�ection in order 

to develop their ideas and outcomes further.

What you will learn in Year 12
In Year 12 students will  embark on 

workshop-based lessons that promote playful 
investigation and experimentation, with a view 
to inciting thought-provoking and imaginative 

creative recording. Students’ command of 
di�erent media, techniques and processes 

develops exponentially, with a signi�cant focus 
on self-re�ection in order to develop their ideas 

and outcomes further.

SUMMER TERM
Portfolio 

workshops

SPRING
TERM 2

Component 2 
– Externally 

set task

APRIL/MAY

A-LEVEL EXAM

YEAR

12 CLICK ON EITHER YEAR BUTTON TO TAKE YOU TO AN IN-DEPTH LEARNING JOURNEY FOR THAT YEAR 
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