
BTEC MEDIA LEARNING JOURNEY

Media is one of the most popular options because it is an exciting and topical 
subject, with opportunities to work in both theoretical and practical contexts. 

Many of our students are looking to take Media at University and pursue a 
career in one of the wide range of media industries. In KS5, there is a choice of 

either an A-Level or BTEC course, with some opting to take both if they are 
really passionate about the subject!

YEAR

12

YEAR

13

Camera
Techniques

Developing knowledge of 
media theories in 

preparation for the Unit 1 
On-screen Exam.

Learning fundamental 
camera techniques: simple 
shots, complex shots and 

developing shots.

Coursework unit requiring students to 
produce a report on the pre-production 
requirements for a TV/�lm production.

Students will be required to 
compare and contrast the genre 

codes and conventions in a range 
of extracts from �lms/TV 

programmes.

Students will edit their 
short �lm projects 

together for the Unit 10 
coursework.

Students will produce a 
pre-production portfolio as 

they plan a short �lm for 
their Unit 10 coursework.

The �nal external 
assessment requires 

students to respond to a 
commission set by the exam 

board, researching and 
producing pre-production 

materials under timed 
conditions.

Students will be required to 
plan, produce and edit a 

short �lm for their Unit 10 
coursework.

Preparation for 
exam

Filming will be completed both 
on and o� the school site, as 
students produce their short 

�lms for Unit 10.

Learning fundamental editing 
techniques, e.g. continuity 

editing, montage and parallel 
editing.

Learning the requirements of 
TV/�lm pre-production, 

including: storyboard, script, 
shooting script, shooting 

schedule, call sheet, recce sheet, 
etc.

Pre-production 
Techniques

Unit 1: 
Media 

Representations

Production 
for Unit 10

Genre Codes 
& 

Conventions 
Analysis for 

Unit 10

Pre-production 
for Unit 10

Post-production 
for Unit 10

Unit 8: 
Responding 

to a 
Commission

Editing 
Techniques

Unit 1: 
Media 

Representations 
On-screen Exam

Unit 4/10: 
Pre-production 
portfolio & Film 

Production - 
Fiction

What you will learn in Year 13
In Year 13, students will consolidate and develop their pre-production, 
production and post-production skills even further, mainly through the 
production of a short �lm for a coursework project. Students will also be 

tested on their research and pre-production skills under timed conditions 
for their �nal external assessment.

What you will learn in Year 12
In Year 12, students will develop their 

pre-production, production and 
post-production skills through a range 
of practical projects (including one that 
will be submitted for the Media Oscars). 

Students will also consolidate and 
further their understanding of media 
theories within the concept areas of 
media language, representations, 

audiences and industries.

External on-screen assessment 
for Unit 1 that tests students 
on their knowledge of media 
theory by asking questions 
about a range of previously 

unseen video clips.

MAY/JUNE

UNIT 1 EXAM

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
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