
DRAMA LEARNING JOURNEY

Drama helps build creativity through improvisation year on year. 
Drama creatively explores issues, within a safe learning environment. It 

o�ers the chance to challenge viewpoints and confront the status quo,
thus enriching the outlook of students, opening their hearts and 

minds to alternative ways of thinking about complex topics.

YEAR

7

YEAR

8

YEAR

9

YEAR

11

Introduction
to

Drama

Physical Skills – mime and 
physical theatre

Vocal Skills – story telling, 
choral speaking

Developing Trust – 
con�dence, concentration 

and team work

Stage directions – exploring set design
Identify key skills and strategies when 

looking at scripts
Exploration of scripts through the use of 

practical work and evaluation.

Elizabethan and Jacobean Theatre – 
Tempest, Macbeth and Midsummer’s 

Night’s Dream
Shakespearean language – 

Shakespearean insults

Theatre of Cruelty
Epic Theatre

Portfolio - 
Section 2

Blood Brothers 
Exploration

Blood Brothers:
Staging

Visual impact
Characterisation

Frantic Assembly
Verbatim Theatre

Stimulus Choice
Portfolio - Section 1 

Select scripts 
& learn lines

Blood Brothers written Exam 
Preparation

Live Theatre Written Exam 
Preparation

Characterisation Skills - 
role-on-the-wall, hot 

seating and diary entry.
Con�dence is developed 

through performing, as an 
individual, a monologue 

and soliloquy

Physical Skills – mime, silent 
movement, stock characters and 

exaggerated movement
Vocal Skills – exaggerated vocals

Students explore the techniques of 
Artaud and Brecht. They experiment 

with their methods and put them into 
practice to develop their 
understanding of drama.

Students are 
introduced to a variety 

of theatrical skills, 
which will help them 

to develop a 
performance from a 

single stimulus.

Students will explore 
in a variety of 

activities that enable 
them to explore the 
issues, plotlines and 
characters in depth 
and gain a deeper 

understanding of the 
SCHP context.

Develop a good understanding of 
making and performing drama, 

whilst building con�dence. Learn 
how to evaluate their work and the 

work of others.understanding of the 
SCHP context.

Encouraged to work 
independently and as 

part of a group.

Students are 
introduced to the 

historical and social 
importance of the 

genre of Greek 
Theatre.

Students will learn how to 
communicate using body 

language and facial 
expressions e�ectively.

Students are introduced to 
the life, context and works of 

William Shakespeare.

Explore 
characterisation, 

considering 
motivation, status 
and environment. 

Devising – improvisation 
vs spontaneous 
improvisation

Stimulus – music, 
pictures and videos.

Visiting examiner to watch 
and grade students

MAY
 Paper 1

Characterisation skills – 
status (body language, 

facial expressions, voice 
and spoken language)

Script work – line 
learning and stage 

directions

Physical Skills – mime, 
movement, masks and 

physical theatre
Vocal Skills – choral speaking

Script -
The Terrible 

Fate of 
Humpty 
Dumpty

Devising -
The

Outsider

Greek
Theatre

Melodrama

Shakespeare

Introduction 
to 

Practitioners

Introduction 
to 

Practitioners

Introduction 
to

Component 1 

Development 
of

Component 1

Development 
of

 Component 3 

Introduction 
to

Component 2

Development 
of

Component 2
Exam 

Preparation

Introduction
to

 Component 3

Scripted

Devising

What you will learn in
Year 7

In Year 7, students follow a series of 
skill-based lessons in which they 

learn to work as part of an ensemble. 
Through this they develop physical 
and vocal performance techniques.

What you will learn in Year 8
In Year 8 students are taught the 

history of theatre through exploring a 
range of time periods and 

practitioners.

What you will learn in 
Year 9.

In Year 9 students will 
be challenged as they 
continue to develop 

their understanding of 
the skills surrounding 

Drama. They are given a 
variety of stimuli to use 
to devise drama pieces. 
The students learn how 
to interpret a text for a 

performance.

In Year 10 Students will develop 
their passion and knowledge of 

drama through practical workshops. 
They will prepare and complete 

Component 1 of the speci�cation.

In Year 11 Students will complete their �nal 
year of Drama GCSE, where they will 
participate in two exams. This is their 

opportunity to share their understanding and 
knowledge gained over the last two years. 

COMPONENT 1
PRACTICAL EXAM

MOCK PRACTICAL

Devising 
Component

Portfolio - 
Evaluation & 

Analysis 

YEAR

10

COMPONENT 2 EXAM
GCSE EXAM

YEAR

7 CLICK ON ANY YEAR BUTTONS TO TAKE YOU TO AN IN-DEPTH LEARNING JOURNEY FOR THAT YEAR
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