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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER

IMPORTANT REMINDER
ABOUT DATES IN
THE WINTER TERM
Term will end on Thursday
17th December at 3.00pm.
The new term starts, for all
pupils, on Monday 4th January
2021.
Please note all our
important dates and
events, including
Parents’ Evenings and
Examination Timetables,
plus all letters sent
out, are available on
the website and are
regularly updated.

Don’t forget to view the online
gallery
for
photographs
relating to many of the
articles in this newsletter.

As we reach the end of this term and look forward to the Christmas holidays,
I wish to thank all the staff at Great Marlow School for their resilience,
resourcefulness and readiness in dealing with the unparalleled challenges
they have faced. In a previous article for The Voice, I reflected that more is
learnt in adversity and challenge than in triumph and victory, and what is
important is that we take new learning with us into the future.
The positive can-do approach that has been adopted
by GMS’s hardworking staff has shown that we can
certainly overcome adversity. New ways of working
have made a difference and I know we will build on
all that we’ve learnt.
The resilience, resourcefulness, and readiness
of the staff has been matched by the students,
whose attendance has been exemplary. At the
time of writing, the attendance figures for GMS,
over the course of this term, is running at almost
90%, which is some 10% higher than the figure for
secondary schools nationally. When you remove the
enforced absence codes for Covid-19 self-isolation,
our overall attendance is almost 95%, in line with
a normal term! In addition, there are significant
numbers of students in Key Stages 3, 4 and 5
who have attended every day since September,
congratulations to them. Whilst highlighting these
outstanding attendance figures, I am conscious
that families have had to make exceedingly difficult
decisions over their child’s schooling this term. As
I have communicated before, parents and carers
of GMS students need to make decisions based
on their individual family’s circumstances and we
respect those decisions.
When in school, the vast majority of students have
shown an increased appetite for learning and
education this term, which has been fantastic to
observe. Those students giving their personal best
will reap the rewards from their increased efforts,

both in the progress they make and the outcomes
they achieve.
In recent weeks, the incredibly positive news
that several vaccines have been authorised for
widespread distribution means the spread of
the virus will be curbed. A reduction in infection
rates will bring stability to our lives and to the
education of our students. Although, the experts
warn that the effect of the virus will continue
to be challenging and schools should plan for
disruption until at least Easter. So, I thank you for
your continuing support as we navigate a few more
turbulent months. Adhering to the guidance, and
following the rules and regulations set out, will
reduce the risk of virus transmission over Christmas
and in the New Year.
In this festive edition of The Voice, you will see that,
despite restrictions, we have tried to operate in as
close a way as possible to normal; we firmly believe
that this is in the best interests of our students and
our community. The richness of our curriculum,
breadth of extra-curricular activities, resilience of
our students and commitment of my staff continues
to make me proud.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to
wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year.
Kind regards
Mr Kevin Ford
Headteacher

Art & Design

Year 12 students embrace new challenges
This year has certainly been one of the most
interesting,
challenging
and
transformative
of my teaching career. We have embraced and
utilised technologies for the teaching, sharing and
communication of ideas more than ever before. This
movement also meant that out learners had more
self-initiated learning opportunities and had to be
more independent.
On our full return to school in September, we were mindful of the
transition and ‘step up’ that our GCSE students moving to A-Level
(new Year 12 cohort) needed to make. We were keen to foster the
independent learning and thinking skills of the lockdown period
and therefore devised and integrated a series of five challenges for
students to partake in throughout the academic year.
These include:

The Matchbox Challenge
Create an outcome using a matchbox in ANY way you like, using ANY
additional materials you choose; stitch, paint, print, cut, assemble,
construct, deconstruct, sculpt, animate … there are no rules!

The Scrap Heap Challenge
The Photography & Editing Challenge
The Current Affairs Challenge
The Drawing Challenge
In the Autumn Term the students have completed the first two of these
challenges with some exceptional outcomes.
Students have reported that these challenges have encouraged the following
skills:
•
Take more risks and come out of their comfort zone

Above:
Year 12 Matchboc Challenge outcomes

•

Be more experimental and try materials they wouldn’t usually use.

•

Developed research skills and have confidence in their ideas

•

Be more resourceful

•

Manage their time effectively

•

Develop an interest and love of their own areas of interest.
Please do take a look at some of the rich variety of outcomes we
have had in response to the first two challenges.
By Mrs E Sillwood

Above:
Year 12 Scarp Heap Challenge outcomes

D&T Textiles

Our new students have settled in well!
Year 7 have been busy in Textiles, working through a new
project for 2020. Taking inspiration from an iconic Design
Movement, students decorated their
fabric using a variety of methods.
Having learnt how to use the sewing
machines, everybody successfully
constructed their product within the
time frame. Congratulations to the
Year 7 Textiles students this rotation
– some outstanding results!

By Mrs C Clark

On Thursday 10th December (11-11.45am), 24 A Level Geographers and 5
A Level Law students attended a socially distanced virtual student summit
in the hall. In aid of World Human Rights Day, students participated in the
summit in the hall, which was live-streamed to secondary school students
across the country and hosted by the charity SINCE 9/11, in association with
the UCL Institute of Education.
The purpose of the virtual student summit
was to educate our young learners about the
causes, events and consequences of the 9/11
tragedy. Led by a panel of subject specialists,
including British historian Sir Simon Schama
and human rights activist Sara Khan, the
summit provided our A Level Geographers with
invaluable insights to build and consolidate
their understanding of Human Rights, a key
component of their A Level course. In addition, students participated in live
Slido polls on their 1:1 devices, where students were invited to share their
thoughts on the short-term and long-term effects of 9/11 as well as their
thoughts on how we can strive to make British society far more tolerant of
difference and diversity.
The event proved to be a great success and
students really enjoyed the virtual experience.
For more information on SINCE 9/11 and
the important work they do, please visit the
following website https://since911.com/ourwork/news/virtual-student-summit.
By Miss A Miles

Geography

VIRTUAL WORLD HUMAN RIGHTS DAY SUMMIT

Maths

SENIOR MATHS CHALLENGE 2020

Peter McCall - Silver

This year the Senior Maths Challenge took place on

Best In Year & Best
In School

year 12 and 13. A slightly different set up as students sat

Brandon Wheal Bronze
Best In Year

the challenge online, however they were all well organised

Tyler Byrnes - Bronze

and prepared for the day.

Dan Kent - Bronze

Wednesday 4th November. It involved 17 students from

This Challenge takes place every year across the Country and
is recognised all around the World. It is a great opportunity
to for students develop and show Mathematical logic and

Carlos Troncoso - Bronze
Max Goff - Bronze
Lukas Hastings - Bronze

problem solving skills.
The

top

scoring

students

receive

a

certificate; Bronze: Top 20%, Silver Top
13% Gold Top 7%.
Well Done to all the students who had
participated. Below are the final results.
By Miss A Bansal

Science

Year 7 have made a fantastic start to their Science lessons
this term and have been very excited to work in Great
Marlow’s laboratories!

Year 7 students were also tasked with creating their own model of either a
plant or animal cell. The homework had no rules – except to be as creative as
possible! Take a look at the brilliant models below:

They have carried out research into the world around us,
used many new pieces of scientific equipment and most
excitingly, used Bunsen Burners for the first time!
The Science department wanted to showcase some brilliant
work from the 7B1 – Cells unit this half term. In this unit,
Year 7 have been learning about how microscopes work
and how they can use them to view different specimens.
Arthur B in 7K2 captured this amazing image (below)
when he was viewing onion cells under the microscope:
3D Animal cell by Beatriz G, 7E3
Animal Cell by Apoorva S, 7H2

Animal cell by Charlie A, 7E3
Onion Cells under the microscope by Arthur B, 7K2

Science ft. Minecraft!
By Joshie H, 7H1

Biology has certainly been a hit with our Year 7 students and we
look forward to sharing more of their work over the next half
term! Well done to our young scientists.

Left: Edible Science by Matilda J, 7H1

Interact is a sixth form student run club.
Our main objective every year is to raise
money to support local charities we have
chosen as a group. This year we have
chosen the following charities: Thames
Valley Air Ambulance, Linden gate
(Mental Health Charity) and Wycombe
Homeless Connection. Due to the current
circumstances we have had to become
more creative with the ways we can raise
money.
Our most recent fundraiser makes use of an
external event called “Eco Racing”. The event a
virtual balloon race. The overall premise of the
race is you buy balloons, tailor their appearance
and race them amongst other balloons. The
website will use the weather data from the

location to calculate how far and the height
your balloon would travel. The person whose
balloon has travelled the furthest by the end of
the seven days receives a price. The 1st Prize is
£500, 2nd Prize is an Apple iPad. Additionally,
10 lucky winners will receive £10 worth of Book
Tokens. Each balloon costs £3 and the race will
take place on 25th of December from Santa’s
Village in Lapland at 12pm.
We are hoping that the students and parents
of Great Marlow School will help support our
charities by participating in this event. Simply
click on the link below, create an account and
search for “Great Marlow Charities” to buy a
balloon to support our cause.
Link: https://ecoracing.co/user/page/1192
Interact are wishing everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Kind Regards,
Kyra De Beer - President of Interact Club

£5

Virtual Balloon Race
£5

To enter go to ecoracing.co and buy and
design a virtual balloon for Great Marlow
Charities
We will be doing the Christmas Day Race

00!
!

£5

!!
0
0

£3 to Enter
1st Prize = £500
2nd Prize = Apple iPad
Then 10 lucky
winners of £10 Book
Tokens

The website will use the
weather data from the location
to calculate how far and how
height your balloon would
travel. The person whose
balloon has travelled the
furthest by the end of the seven
days.

£500!!

Interact News

INTERACT FUNDRAISER CAN YOU HELP?
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Money will go
Towards
o Thames Valley
Air Ambulance
o Linden gate
(Mental Health
Charity
o Wycombe
Homeless
Connection

House News- Eagles

The first competition was to design a logo for
the house. I was very pleased with the amount
of entries and artistic ability of our students.
Charlotte Haddock’s design was the overall
winner and the basis of our logo. She won a £10
voucher for her efforts.

The brand new house system was introduced
in September and I am very excited and
proud to be the Head of House.
We had a live assembly to introduce the new
House and I researched what an Eagle represents

•
•
•
•
•
•

For the next major competition we moved to the
sporting field, this event took place the week
before half term. The sports were Tag Rugby,
Football, Netball and Hockey. The events were
open to KS3 students and were held over three
days.
Firstly, I was delighted with the amount of
students who participated over the three
days. This made it all worthwhile and I enjoyed
cheering the teams on with my brand new Green
and White scarf!

and

Whilst some of the results went, against us, I
was pleased with the attitude shown and we will
come back stronger for the next competitions.
Never underestimate a wounded Eagle.

Eagles, are seen by many as symbols of
strength, courage and freedom

I would also like to say thank you to my fantastic
Year 10 Eagles who helped organise the teams
and manage them over the 3 day period.

Eagles are large, powerfully built birds of
prey
Eagles are cunning,
bold(fearless)

intelligent

Opportunistic hunters
They work together and never give up (I
made this one up , but it is good)
Plus we have a very good chant already,
which we will practise

I really enjoyed the atmosphere and seeing the
commitment shown by the students. Of course,
this event would not have gone ahead without
the hard work of the PE department. It was
brilliantly organised and a real pleasure for me
as a House Leader, to go around the different
sports, cheering my house on. As someone who
enjoys Rugby League it was nice to see the Rugby
competition have elements of this fantastic
sport. I was pleased that Mr Gilpin added an
authentic northern voice to the proceedings and
I was pleased to interpret what he was saying to
the students.
Overall, I think it has been a good start to the new
system and I look forward to see it growing and
becoming an intricate part of school life.
Well Done Eagles!

Year 7 News

A plethora of remote transition resources during the
summer term helped ease our new Year 7s into GMS. The
new 9 form, 3-house system has allowed Year 7 to settle
quickly into Great Marlow being taught in their new,
smaller form groups.
Our Year 7 students have been busy making friendships, developing a positive
attitude to learning and getting to know the Great Marlow School life. All
credit goes to the Year 7 form tutor team and our excellent Student Support
Officer Mrs Spencer for supporting our students with positivity and empathy.

Key Stage 3 News

A New KS3 Team
The Key Stage 3 team has been

revamped for Sept 2020 with a
new KS3 Director of Learning and
the new KS3 office in S-block,
which houses the Directors
of Learning and the Student
Support Officers for each year
group. This new system has
worked particularly effectively
to ensure the DOL and SSO can
better support the academic
and pastoral needs of all our
KS3 students. A big thank you
to our KS3 Directors of Learning
and our Student Support Officers
for their commitment and
enthusiasm for what has been
a particularly challenging yet
rewarding term.
As a KS3 team, we are very
proud of the resilience and
responsibility that our students
have shown returning to school
with a respectful, resourceful
attitude to learning. We look
forward to this continuing
throughout 2021.

The first set of Year 7 Progress Reports were published in early December and
followed by a successful remote parents evening. Parents, carers and students
received valuable feedback on their progress and attitude to learning in their
subjects. As a school, we are very proud of all our Year 7 students and their
positive progress reports.
Congratulations to students who received 13 or more Excellent Attitude to
Learning grades on their December Progress Reports.
CHAMBERLAIN Joely

7K3

CHANA Ronak

7K3

CONNOR Jemima

7H1

DOVE Sienna

7K3

GRIFFITHS Macie

7E2

HOARE Edward

7E1

JOHNSON Matilda

7H1

LANCASTER Addy

7E1

LOUGHLIN Tommy

7H2

MILES GRIFFITHS Charlotte

7H3

NICHOLLS Zoe

7H1

NYE Grayson

7H1

OPPENHEIMER Isla

7H2

PENDLEBURY
Natasha

7K1

RANDALL Freya

7H2

SPENCE Beatrix

7K3

SYLVESTER Megan

7K3

WEISE Elisa

7H1

YELLOLY Emily

7E2

ZHENG Emily

7K2

I look forward to seeing Year 7 in January 2021 ready to begin the next term’s
adventures!
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
By Miss F Tuddenham - Director of Learning Year7 and KS3

Year 8 News

The Year 8 cohort has had an extremely positive
start to the year with most feeling very glad to
be back in the school environment following
the recent lockdown.
Thank you to all parents and carers that
provided much needed support to the students
and staff of Great Marlow School throughout
the lock-down period - it was fantastic to see
the community come together!
STUDENT SUPPORT
The progress reports for this term showed some
fantastic individual and group achievements
throughout the cohort with 60% of the year group
achieving good and excellent across all subjects.

I am incredibly proud of the spirit of the year group on
this venture and would like to say a HUGE thank you
to the Tutors and Students for their passion and hard
work towards it!
Winners of each activity will be revealed by the form
groups soon!

Freddie
McGuire 8K3

Sienna
Morgan 7H2

Year 9
Charlotte
Haddock

Amelie Holder
10K1
Year 11 Gabriele
Paliulyte

The school will continue to work together to support
all students to raise this percentage into the next
school term.
The new Student Support system is working efficiently
and effectively to support the students (AND ME!) this
year with any issues they may be facing. Mrs ConnorPrice has enjoyed getting to know the many characters
of our Year group and supporting them in their
emotional and social development this term - Thank
you, I know the students appreciate your kindness and
support!

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT
The Year 8 Council meeting was productive, as always,
in identifying areas of school life that the students
wish to develop.

Congratulations to the winners of the Christmas Card
competition (above) who were lucky enough to get
their designs printed and sold as packs of 5 postcards.

PARENTS AND CARERS
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the
Parents and Carers of Year 8 students for their fantastic
feedback to the Parent/Carer Survey following the
information evening presentation in September. It
showed that most parents feel that their child is happy

The students made suggestions for improvements
in the Covid-19 measures and site facilities and how
to build on the already effective use of form time
through debate and discussion tasks - each of their
suggestions were discussed during the meeting and
have been actioned since.

and feels safe at Great Marlow School and that our

The Year 8 council also raised that they wished to carry
out more community projects and fundraisers given
the uncertainty of the world at this time - fortunately,
this fell in line with the Tanzania Charity Fundraising.

the year with myself and the Year group Tutor Team

TANZANIA CHARITY FUNDRAISERS

Merry Christmas to all of Year 8 and the school
community!

The students have worked extremely hard this month in
their tutor groups to create engaging and imaginative,
Covid-friendly fundraisers for the fantastic cause of
“Walser’s Tanzania Charity”.
From Idiom quizzes to sponsored walks and from
fitness challenges to song writing - we had it all!

actions against bullying and for support has been
recognised.
I thank you for your clear communication throughout
and look forward to continuing to work together to
support your child(ren).

Miss Jen Bawden - Director of Learning Year 8

Year 8 News

8H3 IDIOMS QUIZ RAISES AN
IMPRESSIVE AMOUNT FOR
WALSERS TANZANIA CHARITY
Students in 8H3 have been hard at work devising a fun, challenging and fairly
un-Googleable quiz in aid of raising money for Tanzania Charity Week - an
initiative that the school support each year.
Aimed at students, staff and parents & carers alike, entrants were tasked with deciphering no less
than 100 well known phrases, expressions and idioms, from only their abbreviations. The example
provided: I R C A D (It’s raining cats and dogs), formed only one of the frustrating puzzles that left
many of the partcipants completely bamboozled! Competitors were given two nail-biting weeks
to complete the task, with many students calling on the help of family and friends in a bid to find
the answers to the, sometimes frustratingly obvious, clues.
Despite it becoming somewhat of a fierce competition, many of the contestants prevailed, and
8H3 were incredibly impressed at the efforts, teamwork and contribution demonstrated by many
of the GMS community and their nearest and dearest. Entry sheets were marked, and winners
determined, with the lucky victors to be congratulated with a bountiful offering of chocolate and
sweet treats just in time for the Christmas period!
Mrs Joseph-Stewart, form tutor of 8H3, is very proud to announce a total of £120 raised from the
challenge. Notable congratulations go to Esme Parr of 8H3, who managed to sell the most quizzes
and recieves an Amazon voucher for her efforts.
A huge well done to the following winners of the challenge, who will receive their prizes at the
end of this week:

Chocolate hamper winners:
Most correct answers: Shirley Cappi (GMS family member) - 98 correct answers
Lucky dip hamper winner: Zachary Bolton (Yr 7)
Lucky dip chocolate gift bag winners:
Isabel Norrish (Yr 7)
Gabriel Penfold (Yr 8)
Deborah Chenery (GMS staff )
By Mrs K Joseph-Stewart

Want to have a go at 8H3’s challenge? Decipher the
abbreviations of the popular idioms below and see if you can
‘hit the nail on the head!’ Answers on the back page.

1-AAADKTDA

6-SBTB

2-DJABBIC

7-TBOBW

3-GMTA

8-TOWIU

4-OIABM

9-VITSOL

5-RWBIAD

10 - X M T S

Year 9 News

The Year 9’s have worked incredibly hard throughout this rather
unusual term. I have been really pleased to see that the majority
of students have settled back into the school routine with ease
and are working very hard as reflected in the most recent set of
Progress Reports.
This year is a particularly important year as it is the start of the options process. Therefore,
I was absolutely thrilled to see many high achieving students.
Congratulations to the students named below for achieving brilliant ATL grades in their
Progress Reports:
Charlotte Haddock

Milly Horan

Rachel Clarke

Jessica Power

Jessica Meek

Jemima Gregson

Rebecca Tinnelly

Elizabeth Megson

Kristin Rasmussen

Sophie Apletree

Anouk Oldham

Samantha Hardy

Arran Bligh

Nicole Borkowska

Olivia Jones

Antonia Hay

Jacob Lunn

Merry Christmas
By Miss R Mapes - Director of Learning Year 9

YEAR 8 BUILD YOUR IDEAL HOME CHALLENGE
Over the Summer Term year 8 (now year 9) were given the task to build their ideal home.
This took a great deal of research and designing from students. We had some fantastic
designs.
Well done to all the students for their fab designs.
The overall Winner was Rebecca Tinnelly (left)

Runners up were Charlie Walker and
Charlotte Haddock (below)

In September, the Year 10s returned to a new daily routine: new
form groups, live assemblies via Microsoft Teams, and a Year 10
Bubble with a fixed break-time gathering place. I do admire the
resilience the students have shown to all of these changes, it is to
their credit that they have embraced them so wholeheartedly.
The new form groups have been a success; the tutors and tutees report they are enjoying the 20
minutes start to the day.

Year 10 News

I cannot believe we are nearing the end of the autumn term
2020, which brings to a close an unprecedented year.

The Year 10 Bubble has been a success, too, because there is a central place where all the students
congregate and where I can go to talk generally with them. Over the term, I have learnt so much
more about many individuals in the cohort. I have been impressed by the extracurricular activities
the Year 10s students participate in; the rowing contingent, I know, work incredibly hard and have
been rewarded with success.
I certainly appreciate the students’ humour, especially when they try to persuade me the field, “is
not that muddy, sir”, (apologies to parents and carers who have had to wash trousers more often).
This banter is always amusing, although it is not always easy to make teenagers laugh!
We have a live assembly via Microsoft Teams, which I enjoy preparing and delivering. I give out
important information, point out the positives, offer praise and try to offer some humour. In all
that I do for the Year 10s, I try to ensure there is fun alongside academic work so that they can enjoy
school during these strange times.

Several new initiatives have been added to the
older favourites to promote positivity.
STUDENT OF THE FORTNIGHT
Fortnightly the tutors and staff, connected with the
year group, nominate their Student of the Fortnight, the
criteria is open and flexible, so that all students have
the opportunity to be awarded the accolade. Parents or
carers are notified by an email from me: I know parents
and carers have appreciated the contact and, secretly, I
think so have the students.

BACONFOOT
This is an inter-form quiz, which is held virtually, even
the Year 10 and 11 Student Support Officers play! The
competitiveness between form groups has certainly
enlivened tutor time. At the time of writing this report,
we are just entering the semi-final week.

GREAT SAUSAGE ROLL GIVEAWAY
This has been a hit: students write a reason why they

should be the one awarded the Giveaway Sausage Roll.
Before the end of break, I draw a winner from all those
who entered. Over time, the reasons offered have become
more assorted and diverse. This bit of fun has led to
friendly banter, good humour, and a bit of light relief at
beak times. It has been a good conversational topic.

TWILIGHT AND PARENT/CARER INFORMATION
EVENING
I have tried to keep in contact with parents and carers
as frequently and as normally as possible, which is why
I organised the virtual Twilight Evenings. More nerveracking was the live Parent Information Evening; when I
listened back, I could hear the nervousness in my voice.
But, from the kind comments at the end, I know it was
appreciated, and the benefit of it being live was that
I could answer questions immediately. As far as I can, I
email home when I am notified of the good things I
hear about students, as I do wish to acknowledge all the
special moments.

THANK YOU
I would like to formally thank the parents and carers of Year 10 for all the support they
unstintingly give. Also, I thank the members of the Parent Focus Group, who have helped to
guide and give direction to Year 10, through their constructive comments and observations.
The entire Year 10 team I wholeheartedly thank; firstly, for the compassionate pastoral care
they offer to their tutees, secondly for tolerating my ideas and me.

PROGRESS GRADES - YEAR 9 SPRING 2020
SUBJECT

EFFORT

PROGRESS

MERIT

English

Lauren Hudson

Nina De Jager

Poppy Ungar

Maths

Christina Baxter

Nina De Jager

Sal Dunn

Science

Arthur McDonald

Alex Lanyon

Annabel Millward

Art

Gbariella Dean

Nina De Jager

Sal Dunn

Citizenship

James Hadjikyriacos

Hal Doyle

Rhiannon Fountain Meek

Computing

Sam Johnston Taylor

Sophie Cook

Lucy Miskell

Alisha Hassan

Zack Leeper

Dev in Learning
Drama

Christina Baxter

Eve Carvell

Rio Jennings

French

Jack Clark

Eva Alconchel

Molly McNally

Food Tech

Lily Mitchell

Annabel Millward

Lauren Hudson

Geography

Lauren Hudson

Mabel Daw

Oscar Davey

Graphics

Bobby Prowse

Isaac Maddern

Jack Craig

History

Georgia Price

Gabriella Dean

Jeigh Pankhurst

Music

Matthew Mc Call

Abi Judkins

Owen James

PE

Liam Connor

Mili Guinness

Alisha Hassan

RM

Ethan Prior

Molly Saunders

Gabriella Dean

RS

Mal Allick

Lennon Pritchard

Nina De Jager

Spanish

Callum Coleman

Lewis Harrison

William Worster

Textiles

Maya Hunter

Alana Ray

Nina De Jager

Happy Christmas
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a much more ‘normal’ 2021.
By Mr S Ross - Director of Learning Y10

Year 11 News

The winter term has been a busy term for Year 11. Not only have
students been acclimatising to the new ways of working after a long
period of time out of school, as well as adapting to life in bubbles,
they have been working hard to ensure they are fully prepared for
summer examinations and assessments. I have been proud of the
way in which Year 11 students have come back to school with such
enthusiasm, commitment and overall excellent attitude to learning.
One of the highlights of
this term for year 11 is the
awarding of prefect ties.
Although a little different
this year as parents could
not attend the event, the
assembly and the awarding
of prefect ties was still a
highlight for both myself
and the students. It has been
great to see the successfully
appointed prefects grow into
their roles over the course of
the term.

will take place throughout the academic year to ensure
students are well prepared before external assessments.

Our attentions now turn to the next steps of the journey.
As progress grades and assessment grades are passed on,
it is time for students to consider how they build on what
they have already achieved. To help with this, all Year 11
students attended a virtual presentation on effective
study skills lead by Dr Van Der Spoel, an Educational
Psychologist and expert in this field. All Year 11 students
listened with a high level of respect and maturity to the
advice given. More sessions related to revision techniques

Mr S Wilson Director of Learning for Y11

With the deadline for Sixth Form applications on the
4th December, many students have been turning their
thoughts to life after Year 11, whether that be at GMS or
other learning institutions. Through PHSE lessons, tutor
time and one on one careers appointments, students will
have a wealth of careers advice which will enable them to
feel confident about their next steps. As we move into the
spring term, students will have the opportunity to engage
in more careers related activities which will ensure they
feel supported in making choices for post Year 11.
After such a busy half term, I do hope that both students,
parents and carers have a peaceful Christmas break and
come back in January feeling refreshed for the final big
push towards the summer examinations.

Merry Christmas

House Logo
All students across the school had the opportunity to design a House
Logo back in September/October. I was thrilled with all the artistic
submissions I received and it was very difficult to pick out an overall
winner!
The winner of the Hawks logo competition was Amelie Holder in Y10
- her design was pure fine art!
House Leaders, Mr Hollyman, Mr Ross and I then took our logo
finalists to Mrs Rooney who worked her magic with them ensuring
the 3 logos were consistent and refined taking inspiration from the
student designs. A big thank you to Mrs Rooney. Well done to Amelie
who won a voucher for her beautiful work. We hope that you like the
final Kites logo.

KS3 Sports Competition
The PE department very kindly ran the KS3 House PE competition
over four days and covered competitions in a range of sports. I
was incredibly proud of the respect, responsibility and resilience
shown by Kites students who competed. The number of KS3

House News - Kites

KITES HOUSE
The new House System was launched in September 2020 with 3 brand
new houses: Eagles, Hawks and Kites led by Mr Ross, Mr Hollyman
and Miss Tuddenham respectively.

Year 11 News

In mid-November, Year 11 students took part in a twoweek long assessment period. Although this period of
time can be challenging, it was pleasing to see Year 11
students face this challenge head on. Like many things
this year, the assessment process was different to previous
years. Instead of having examinations in the hall, students
completed examinations in classrooms to help ensure
that large groups and different bubbles did not come
together. The process worked extremely smoothly and
the credit for this has to go to the Year 11 students. Each
day students came in with the correct equipment and a
positive attitude, ready to achieve to their full potential.
The student’s ability to adapt to the new situation we
found ourselves in helped the two weeks run smoothly
and efficiently. It was easy to see the commitment that
the year group showed as many completed assessments
from home whilst isolating. The student’s organisation,
resilience and resourcefulness ensured that the
assessments were completed in a smooth and calm
manner.

participants was excellent and demonstrated the motivation and
attitude to learning of our GMS students.
Congratulations to all KS3 Eagles, Hawks and Kites participants and
especially Hawks who won! It must be mentioned though, Kites
narrowly missed the win due to the points draw but slightly less
participants than Hawks. Next time, we go again!

Christmas House Quiz Competition

Each week Mrs Joseph-Stewart sends out the famous News Quiz for
all forms. The News Quiz develops students’ knowledge of current
affairs, something that is vital in our ever-changing world. So,
what better, thought the House Leaders, than to provide a bigger,
bolder and brighter House Christmas Quiz to end 2020! There are 60
questions, which form groups have worked through over the last
week of term. Prizes will be awarded to the winning form in each
year in early 2021 - but the biggest prize will be the pride in your
House winning overall!
Wishing all Eages, Hawks and Kites a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. We will see you in 2021 for more
House competitions.
Miss Tuddenham - Head of Kites House

Sixth Form

To mark Black History Month these poems were performed by Alesha
Hector-Allen in 13E2 during Thought for the Week in registration.
Alesha wrote these poems during the first lockdown and in response to the Black Lives Matter protests
taking place across the globe.
The tutor group and I found her performance and words very moving and we wanted to share them
with the wider school community.
By Mrs E Sillwood, Year 13 Tutor

“I can’t breathe”

Isolation does not equal penance
The same way that black should not equal victim

Should not have to be

The same way it should not immediately equal
gang member, misfit, target practice

Chanted in the streets

What ingrained is the word slave

The smiles and identities of so many

Where before there were brothers and sisters of
race

Should not be just a distant memory
No child should have to
grow up to learn

That birthed empires of emperors, teachers,
doctors

That their lives hold no value

We were never yours to enslave

That the pigmentation of their
skin such hatred and concern

Our lives were never yours to take
Our cries never yours to forsake

That their blood which bleeds
red just like any other

Our deaths were never for yours to orchestrate
The lifetimes of our brothers and sisters were never
yours to partake

IS below the others and
can be easily be spilled

And I hope you lay awake
All those who belittled our race

At the flip of another’s will

And watch us and all who fight for the future

By that of a different kind of brother

Pave a better way

One who wears blue

If I never felt the parts of myself
Never knew the depth of the wealth
That lives within my hue
What is it that you think your cruel words could do?
I could not sever my identity from my skin
It never budged, never gave in
I am as dark as night and shine with the sun
There is nothing more beautiful than my colour and I love all other ones

By Alesha-Hector Allen 13E2

Mermaids and sirens are not the same
One is painted as deadly
The other as rather tame
Both are beautiful in their own unique way

Sixth Form

The last poem was written with a different approach. At face value it is
commonly mistaken that sirens are like an evil counterpart to mermaids,
with the same half fish half human body. This is not the case according
to original mythology as sirens were in fact winged creatures more half
human half birds and were not totally evil as they are painted today. The
contrast in the way that they are both portrayed; mermaids being seen
as cute, beautiful and friendly even being one of the main child friendly
character options from TV series’s to cuddly bears whilst sirens are deadly,
dangerous and for the most part depicted under femme fatale or simply
ugly and ferocious. I used this contrast as a metaphor for white people and
people of colour as these stereotypes are almost identical with one being
the adored whereas the other is tied up in false stories and myths which
paint it as an evil deviant version when they are actually both beautiful
and unique.

Each one having underlying power
That nature generously gave

House News - Hawks

attitude demonstrated by Hawks students in
the first House competition which was run by
the P.E department and saw a huge number of
KS3 students compete in a series of sporting
events. Students in years 7, 8 and 9 competed
in football, netball, rugby and hockey over
four days.

Dear Hawks,
What a start to the year for the new House
system at Great Marlow School!
I was honoured to be asked by Mr Ford to be
one of the three new House Leaders and was
happy that I was able to select the Hawk as our
symbol.
As I said in my first assembly, the Hawk
embodies intelligence, keen sight, adaptability,
opportunity and loyalty. It was fantastic,
therefore, to see these ideals rendered into a
series of designs by a huge number of students
in the House Logo Competition. The Hawks
logo was deliberated at length, but finally
won by Abbie Corrick of 9H1 who provided the
winning design and received a gift voucher for
her efforts. Thank you to all the students who
submitted an entry.
I was really proud of the effort and positive

Overall, Hawks were victorious, but only beat
Kites into second place by virtue of the fact
that we provided more participants. Well done
to all members of the Hawks House who took
part in the range of sporting activities and
commiserations to the Kites and Eagles.
Finally, I would like to remind students to
try their hardest in the final competition of
this term, the Christmas Quiz. Over the next
few registrations, students will be asked 60
questions by their form tutor. The House with
the most correct answers from their forms will
be crowned winners-I would like to think that
we can win again!

Finally, I hope that all Hawks, Kites and Eagles
enjoy a very restful Christmas and look forward
to you all taking part in more competitions in
the new year.
Go Hawks!
By Mr Hollyman - Hawks House Leader

PE

2020 Autumn Term
BOYS’ RUGBY ROUND-UP
Rugby training started early in September
with a strong contingent of players across
years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. The focus within
the training sessions has been to develop
communication and understanding of the
playing structures used at Great Marlow
School. The amalgamation of rugby
league, rugby union and touch rugby has
facilitated students learning to focus on
their handling skills, game management and
rugby fundamental skills, whilst also being
COVID-19 secure. The progress made by the
students over this term has been significant
and is evident in their free-flowing style
and formidable attacking plays. The team’s
decision-making and knowledge of kicking
has been further built on from what they
have learnt in core PE lessons, they have an
excellent understanding of the different types
of kicks, as well as the different situations that
require an attacking kick or a kick for territory.
Due to England rugby guidelines students
have been unable to practice full contact.
Instead we have used this time to been
run sessions that will allow the students to
refine their defensive organisation. This has
led to students improving their line speed,
communication, and ability to defend under
continuous pressure.
The students continue to be eager for rugby
and are already looking forward to being back
after the short winter break when the light
returns and will be looking to build on the
momentum, they have created this year.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Mr Goodright and Mr Roberts for their
continued support with the development of
the rugby programme at Great Marlow.
By Mr J Gilpin

TEACHING REMOTELY
This term, I received a notification from the NHS track and
trace app informing me I had to self-isolating due to me
coming in to contact with someone who has tested positive
for COVID-19. Even though I was having to isolate this did
not stop me from teaching and delivering my lessons to the
students in schools. With the school’s investment in Microsoft
Teams it allowed me to set up a Teams meeting which meant
I was able to present my lesson live to class as scheduled
on their timetable. This meant the students were able to
receive a consistency in their learning as well as allowing me
the opportunity to ensure learning was taking place. These
lessons even gave the opportunities to students who were in
a similar position to me to be able to access the lesson.
This experience was generally a positive experience both for
me and the students. For me personally, it helped me to cope
the stresses of self-isolating and allowed me to have a focus
each day I was in isolation. Having spoken to the students
regarding their experience of being taught through teams
they generally found it a positive experience in which they
felt like they learned the topics being covered in the lesson
and it also helped to create consistency from when I have
been in the lesson to when I was isolating.
Even though the experience was generally a positive one on
the whole there was still some challenges. It was sometimes
difficult to interact with students within the classroom and I
have to thank the teachers that helped to support the students
when they need to ask for help or answer any questions they
had. It was also strange not having that interactions with
students and it was a weird experience to only be talking in
the laptop and not having a form interaction back.
Overall, even with these challenges the whole experience
was an exciting challenge that I enjoyed by the end, but I
was definitely glad to be back in school and in front of the
students being able to teach face to face.
By Mr A Higgins

Football has once again been a popular extra-curricular
activity this term even in these challenging times and
considering the prospect of no fixtures being able to take
place, students deserve a lot of credit for their continued
commitment, dedication, and a willingness to want to
improve, even without that reward and excitement of
playing against other schools. Even though they cannot
see their hard work and improvements rewarded by
playing fixtures, I have clearly seen an improvement
by all students that have attended regularly both as
a footballer but more importantly as a person. It has
been a pleasure to see friendships developing, students
becoming more supportive and empathetic towards one
another as well as generally a sense of community being
developed across each year group.
Mr Magnay has led the year 7 team this year and as
always has been very popular with over 25 boys regularly
committing themselves to football training this term.
During these sessions Mr Magnay has praised the
students for their professionalism and willingness to
learn. This has to be highly commended, especially in
these difficult times. Special praise needs to go to the
following boys who have attended every training session
this term: Charlie P, Ashton J, Joel B, Alex B, Zac B, Albie
C, Tommy H, Jack R, Arthur B and Nic M.
It is excellent to hear the next generation of talented
GMS sports students be so committed and I personally
cannot wait to see this talented group of students play
and be successful in the future.
Over the term, the year 8 numbers have continually
grown even with the dark, cold nights setting in. We
have seen at least 15 students regularly attend every
week and it has been a pleasure to see the students
improve. They have shown a good camaraderie between
them throughout the term and quality of football has
improved week on week. Special Praise goes to Axel,
Liam, Leon, Oli and Rocco who have attended every
session this term.
The year 9s have been led by former student, LSA and
Marlow United fan’s favourite Mr Slatter. He writes
‘Despite COVID-19 restrictions towards preventing
fixtures between different schools our year 9 boys
training attendance has been fantastic throughout
this period which has reflected the enthusiasm and
passion they have towards sport here at Great Marlow
School. Amongst the boys who have been attending
some have really stood out this year, demonstrating
fantastic progress within the sport. Firstly, Henry
who has developed his ability to pick up the ball from
deep positions and driving his team up the pitch with
his fluent strides, whilst keeping the ball close to his
feet. Furthermore, Jacob came along this year not
having much of a footballing background but through
his willingness to come and give it a go, he has made
outstanding improvement in a short amount of time.
Like a lot of the boys, he has attended every session and
is always offering to help with taking the equipment to
and from the session. Overall, there is a great bunch of

students attending training who are showing essential
team qualities required to be a successful football team
and hopefully it won’t be long until they can compete
together as a team against other schools to show how
good they really are!’

PE

BOYS’ FOOTBALL

The year 10s this term have demonstrated their desire to
build on the success of last year. It has been unfortunate
they have not been able to play fixtures this term and
continue with their success from the national cup last
year. I have been really impressed with the student’s
openness to learn and try new skills and tactics that
they might not necessarily find easy. This willingness to
improve has reassured me that these students can build
on their success of last year.
Throughout the year, we have had at least 15 students
attend training regularly and with at least 20 students
attending weekly for Mr Ross’s B team sessions too.
Students who have attended every session are: Fin G,
Elliot D, Jack E, Marley M, James H, Jack C and Theo B
The year 11s have to be highly commended for their
motivation to improve their football GCSE grades from
last year. Before half term, we would regularly see
around 20 students attend training. Every session had
been designed to allow students to practice and improve
their core and advanced skills. The student’s motivation
and readiness has definitely improved their football
scores and have seen them become better players.
Students that have been outstanding during this period
and attended all sessions are James T, Ryan K, Billy R and
Dan S.

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL
Girls football once again continues to grow here at GMS. Thanks, needs to go to
Miss Muttitt and Mr Goodright for their continued support and running of girls’
football on a Friday after school. This year we have seen 40 different students
from KS3 regular attend football training. It has been a joy to see so many girls
out playing football and it has been a delight to see the talent on display. I have
been really impressed by the tactical knowledge of the girls and their ability
to recognise and exploit space on the football pitch. Once fixtures are allowed
again, I’m sure we will see a successful girl section that compete both at county
and national levels.

FAREWELL TO A GREAT COLLEAGUE
It is sad to announce that Mr Slatter is leaving GMS this term and
I know the students as well as all the staff will miss him. I would
personally like to thank him for the time he has dedicated to
football over the past 2 years. His enthusiasm and passion for the
game has truly helped to inspire and support the development
of football across the whole school. Good luck for your future
and hopefully, we see you back here at GMS in the near future.
By Mr A Higgins

PE

An increased interest in Hockey this term
Due to the perpetual COVID-19 pandemic, the start of the 2020/21 hockey season
has been somewhat different to what we would consider a ‘normal’ autumn term.
By this time, the GMS hockey teams would ordinarily have competed in over 50
fixtures, with the U14 and U16 England Hockey Championships well underway and
indoor county and regional rounds complete. Unfortunately, this has not been the
case this year, but the students have still had the opportunity to train on a weekly
basis, with 70 training sessions offered to students across the various age groups.
Many might assume that attendance to these training sessions would be low, considering the teams
had no fixtures to train for; however, the opposite became apparent very quickly. With many students
relishing the return of team sport, we have seen hockey numbers rise, particularly in years 8 and 9,
with many students newly taking up the sport, keen to get involved in as much physical activity as
possible.

Year 7
It is unfortunate that our new year 7s are yet to experience a GMS hockey
fixture. The students have unfortunately missed out on their annual Year 7
Start of Season Tournament and a number of competitive league fixtures.
However, with a number of league fixtures still to come after Christmas and
the county, regional and district tournaments scheduled for the spring term,
we are hopeful that the year 7 teams will gain some competitive experiences
before the season is up. It is pleasing that the year 7 girls’ numbers have grown
week on week, demonstrating much promise for when the season can finally
get underway. We are excited for year 7 boys’ hockey to commence fully after
Christmas, so please keep an eye on the sports bulletin to see what day this will be on!

Year 8
The year 8 girls should be incredibly proud of their commitment to training this term.
They have regularly seen the highest turn out in numbers and often had to request
more astro space from the boys’ football taking place at the other end! This commitment
bodes well for the future, regardless of if their county, regional and district tournaments
manage to be played in the spring term, or if they need to wait until the 2021/22 season.
Practice makes progress!
It has been really positive to see a number of year 8 boys joining the training sessions
too. As for year 7, boys’ hockey will commence fully after Christmas so keep an eye on the
sports bulletin so you don’t miss out!
Finally, a big thank you to Immy Spooner, who has been leading parts of the year 8 training sessions. As a student who began her
hockey at GMS, it is inspiring to see her help to facilitate the same opportunities for others; enabling the younger students to follow
in her footsteps.

Year 9
The year 9 girls are another team, who have seen a rise in participation levels since the lockdown in November. It is fantastic to see
students push themselves out of their comfort zones and try something new. The girls have been working on developing their match
play, due to moving up to the 11-aside format of the game. Given this large attendance to training and different game structure, it is
disappointing that the girls haven’t been able to compete yet this term, especially as the main bulk of U14 competitions take place in
the autumn term. We are hopeful that the girls will have their opportunity to play however, with England Hockey hoping to rearrange
their competition to take place at the end of the spring/start of the summer terms.

Year 10
Year 10 hockey has undoubtedly been a highlight of the week! This special year group are the first to
have an equal balance of male and female participation. The year group have been enjoying some
friendly (!) boys vs girls rivalry, where each week they have competed for the weekly bragging rights.
Each training session has been intensely competitive, but with sportsmanship at the core, meaning
sessions have been thoroughly enjoyable and incredibly heart-warming. I can’t wait to see this year
group compete against other schools with the same spirit in 2021.

PE

Year 11 and 6th Form
The year 11 and 6th form students have been focusing their attention on their indoor development, after their successful
indoor campaign last year. Unfortunately, once again due to the COVID-19 pandemic, training sessions have had to be
halted since the half term break. With the cancellation of the national indoor competitions, this has not proved to be too
problematic, as much as it is disappointing for two such talented teams. As is customary for these students though, they
took this all in their stride, and have remained upbeat about the prospect of competing in 2021/22 instead, where they
will become one age group again. Good things come to those who wait!
By Miss L Porter

England Hockey Trials for GMS students
We are extremely proud to be able to congratulate Katy Windsor, Emily Miskell and
Zoe Clarke on their invitation to trial for the England Hockey national age-group
squads. This is an enormous achievement and we are incredibly proud of all three
of you.

Katy
Katy is a student, who has had to bear a lot of pressure and responsibility on her shoulders, during her 5 years as a GMS hockey player.
She is a natural talent, who has used her ability to guide her school and club teams to many successful seasons. It is no surprise
therefore, that her talent has been recognised by her regional performance centre to nominate her for this trial. An England trial is a
fantastic achievement in itself, let alone for a player, who is age-trapped, meaning they are constantly competing against players in
the year above. Congratulations on another England trial - two fantastic achievements.

Emily
Emily started her hockey at GMS as a year 7 student, which makes her nomination for an England trial all the more impressive, with
many of the competition having played hockey for much longer. Emily is a committed and tenacious competitor, whose success has
been born from her grit, determination and desire to improve. Emily’s progress has been exponential since she started playing the
sport and she is highly deserving of her nomination.

Zoe
Zoe, the youngest of the GMS nominees, is a player who exemplifies many of the qualities, which distinguish the best from the good;
she is highly coachable, hardworking and committed, not to mention talented. Trialling against players two years older than her, will
be a fantastic experience and stand her in good stead for future trials. Congratulations, Zoe.

Gym & Dance has flourished despite Covid restrictions
During this autumn term our GMS dance club have been dancing their socks off creating outstanding routines
to rival those of strictly come dancing. This term’s dances have been fully choregraphed by the sixth form
dance leaders, who have both put in hours of work outside of the school day to support me in the running
of the club. A huge thank you to both Abi and Libby who are both fantastic role models for the younger
students, with their positively infectious attitudes, they make the learning of routines a breeze.
The dances choreographed so far this term focus on a variety of different dance styles that have allowed the
groups to showcase how talented and versatile the students of Great Marlow are. Our street dance is hard
hitting and high spirited, while our contemporary piece is emotive and vibrant. With many other dances still
in the works the students have got plenty more outstanding performances to offer.
The commitment of the students this term has meant dance club has flourished. A considerable turnout by our year 7 cohort
each week has meant routines are polished and show ready. Whether it is fish rolls or split jumps, the year 7 dancers have taken
everything in their stride and are willing to push themselves to make these routines showstopping. Our year 8 dancers have
shown that despite a 6-month break from dance club they can still remember the old routines and hit every move like they have
never been away.
Unfortunately, due to COVID 19 the 2020 Gym and Dance show had to be cancelled but the hard work has not stopped! We will
continue to create routines into 2021 with the hope that in the near future we can showcase them once again!

By Miss I Bateman
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OUTDOOR ADVENTUROUS
ACTIVITIES (OAA) – DEVELOPING
CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES
GMS’s PE Department is pressing ahead
to evolve its curriculum in the light of the
surging importance being given to teaching
life skills and employability. One way
this is going to be fostered is through the
expansion of a current curriculum module
into a new one called Outdoor Adventurous
Activities (OAA).

OAA - YEARS 9 AND 10

This new module builds upon the map
reading skills and teamwork (central
to sporting success) already taught by
the PE Department. Importantly, OAA
boosts the ‘My Personal Best’ initiative,
which promotes the six Rs: Resilience,
Responsibility, Respect, Resourcefulness,
Readiness and Reflection.
Much success in sport results from great
leadership, OAA aims to pioneer a new skillset
designed to promote leadership qualities
that are different from, yet complementary
to, the traditional PE curriculum. Going
forward, this revolutionary new module
will elevate the importance of leadership:
managing, delegating and communicating
effectively.
In many ways, the OAA has skills demanded
by the Duke of Edinburgh’s scheme, which
the PE Department actively supports. The
roll-out of the new module will start in Year
9, to coincide with the launch of the Bronze
DofE in GMS.
The PE Department has invested both time
and money into the new Bush Craft and
Survival enterprise, which endeavours to
bring together a skillset placing teamwork
at its heart. They have purchased new
equipment: tents, tarpaulin and cooking
equipment. They have planned by becoming
familiar with the pitfalls of camping in the
rain, cooking in the open, building shelters
and honing the art of tying knots. Perhaps,
on the back of this new module a GMS
student may become the next Bear Grylls:
let’s hope so.

By Mr S Goodright - Head of PE

The new Outdoor Adventurous Activities (OAA)
scheme of work for year 9 and 10 has got off to a
great start this year. Previous years have seen the
OAA scheme consisting of team building activities
and developing map reading skills. This year we
have built upon this scheme to enable the year 9
and 10 students to develop on their previous learnt
skill in a range of new activities based around OAA.
The reasoning behind this is to boosts the ‘My
Personal Best’ initiative, which promotes the six Rs:
Resilience, Responsibility, Respect, Resourcefulness,
Readiness and Reflection.
The students will engage in a range of tasks from
shelter building to fire lighting. This will allow
the students to develop upon a range of life skills
and highlights the importance of a wide array of
softer skills such as leadership, self-managment,
and communication, among others. Year 9 were
the first year to start this scheme. Over the eight
lesson block students managed to successful
put up and take down a tent, make a fire, cook
marshmallows over and develop their skills to
use a trangia. This allowed them to cook a meal
and a hot drink within there groups. A range
of foods were cooked, such as sausage and beans, and chicken pasta, with a
hot chocolate or cup of tea accompanying the meal.
Students also took part in a lesson on caving which
saw the students overcoming fears and develop their
confidence. The students showed great support and
empathy for each other throughout this lesson. The
students also completed a personal survival lesson
which consisted of them walking with their camping
equipment.
Sometimes the students were unsuccessful in the
beginning of the tasks, however their resilience and
teamwork allowed them to have another go and all groups were successful by
the end of the eight lessons. As a department we will develop this even further
so student have a greater awareness of survival skills, and, with these skills as a
foundation, to go on and complete a Duke of Edinburgh award
None of the above could have been
possible without the time and money
the PE department has put into the new
scheme. Well done to the students who
have kick started this scheme with some
fantastic cooking and shelters being
created.

By Miss E Boddy
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NETBALL
Year 7
The numbers have been
outstanding for Year 7 netball
club this year with over
40 girls regularly attending training each week. The girls have shown
fantastic commitment and excellent teamwork, turning up rain or shine.
The progress made by the groups has been exceptional, considering some
girls had done very little netball before joining GMS. The sessions have
focused on developing fundamental skills, and the students’ knowledge
and understanding of the rules. A big thank you must go to Ms Thomas,
and Sixth Formers Izzy Talbot and Devan Gibson for their help and support
at training sessions.
Well done to the following students who achieved 100% attendance:
Tameka McKie, Lucy Platt, Olivia Bratzwich, Freya Hobdell-Williams &
Emelia Tribe

KS4 NETBALL
Year 10/11- The attendance at KS4
netball on a Thursday evening
has been very good with students
showing

excellent

dedication,

commitment and a desire to achieve
at a higher level, as they complete

Year 8
It has been a positive start to the season for the Year 8 Netball teams, with
over 30 girls attending training each week. The girls’ attitude at training has
been fantastic and they have been working hard on their through court
play, decision making, and different attacking and defensive set plays. They
are looking forward to the prospect of some competitive fixtures in the
new year! Thank you to Mrs Meak for her continued support at training this
term

their GCSE PE courses. The girls have
enjoyed developing their tactical
awareness of the game through
gameplay, and have also focused
on the consistent use of advanced

Well done to the following students who achieved 100% attendance:

skills in competitive situations. The

Charlotte Hewson & Mia White

Year 11 GCSE PE phase 1 moderation

Year 9

ran very smoothly, and students

The Year 9 squad have been training hard this term and have recruited some
new members to boost their squad, which has been extremely positive in
the hope of some games being played in 2021. Throughout the sessions the
girls have enjoyed the use of the new ‘crazy catchers’, and have focused on
the development of attacking and defending fundamentals.

demonstrated a fantastic attitude

Well done to the following students who achieved 100% attendance:

Thank you to Mrs Merry for her

Sophie Apletree, Alix Glynn & Charlotte Haddock

continued support.

in an attempt to secure the highest
possible practical score.

By Miss G Muttitt

INTER HOUSE

their form groups/ houses.

October saw the first inter-house sporting competition
for our feathered friends! The year 7, 8 and 9 cohorts
took part in 4 sporting competitions, over a 3-day
period. Competition was fierce and it was great to
see students embracing the house spirit, with face
paints and banners. Netball and hockey competitions
ran for the girls, and football and rugby for the boys.
Additional bonus points were awarded for the house
with the greatest number of participants in each
competition. Thank you to the House Leaders for their
support promoting the competition, and also to the
tutors, especially those who came down to support

The standings of all competitions were combined,
with 3 points awarded for 1st place, 2 points for
second place and 3 for 3rd place. The additional
bonus points for participation were also added, and
the final scores were in… (drumroll please!). Due to
a first place tie, we had to count back the number of
participation points awarded for the top 2 teams, and
the winners of the first Great Marlow School 2020
Interhouse competition were… THE HAWKS! Well
done to everybody involved. Keep an eye out for the
next Interhouse sports competition running in the
Spring term.

See below the individual results for each year group:
YEAR 7

FINAL PLACING

Netball

1st Kites

2nd Eagles

3rd Hawks

Hockey

1st Kites

2nd Hawks

3rd Eagles

1st Kites

Rugby

1st Eagles

2nd Kites

3rd Hawks

2nd Eagles/ Hawks

Football

1st Hawks

2nd Kites

3rd Eagles

YEAR 8

FINAL PLACING

Netball

1st Eagles

2nd Kites

3rd Hawks

Hockey

1st Kites

2nd Hawks

3rd Eagles

Rugby

1st Hawks

2nd Kites

3rd Eagles

Football

1st Hawks

2nd Eagles

3rd Kites

YEAR 9

1st Hawks
2nd Kites
3rd Eagles
FINAL PLACING

Netball

1st Kites

2nd Eagles

3rd Hawks

Hockey

1st Hawks

2nd Eagles

3rd Kites

Rugby

1st Hawks

2nd Kites

3rd Eagles

Football

1st Eagles

2nd Hawks

3rd Kites

1st Hawks
2nd Eagles
3rd Kites

WE HAD TO GO VIRTUAL, BUT WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED IT?

Annually, the PE Department host a Sports’ Award Evening to celebrate all the
fantastic effort, commitment and successes of our GMS students. This year, due
to COVID-19, the awards ceremony was presented virtually and included a series
of memorable video montages, photos, and citations. We were also very lucky to
receive a special message from our guest speaker, Double Olympic Gymnastic Gold
Medallist Max Whitlock.
The media produced for the special virtual sports awards included as many of the traditional
awards as possible, to celebrate everything that the GMS students achieved before lockdown on the
week commencing March 16th. The awards included managers’ player and players’ player for each
sport, Services to Sport, Sports Personality, KS3 Achiever, KS4 and KS5 Sports Leader, Year 11 Most
Employable, KS3 and KS4 Team of the Year and GCSE PE Outstanding Commitment award.
Well done to all the winners of our Sports Awards 2020. Although the year was cut short, we still
had just short of 80 award winners, which is testament to the incredible sporting commitment of
the GMS students. In addition to the virtual announcement of the award winners, these students
received their certificates, trophies, and badges in a special year group assembly with Mr Goodright,
Mr Ford and their Director of Learning.
A special mention must go to Year 13 student Dean Whiteley, who won the
Service to Sport award. This award highlights the fantastic levels of sporting
commitment, motivation and inspiration that Dean has displayed throughout
his time here.
Another mention must go to the Year 11 students Zoe Clarke and Yoey Hickling,
who were crowned Sports Personalities of the Year. Zoe has demonstrated
outstanding commitment to PE and sport over the last 4 years in no less
than 9 sports. She has enormous talent, is a tenacious competitor and enters
every activity with motivation and desire to achieve. Yoey is an outstanding athlete who has made
significant contribution to school sport. His blistering pace has left oppositions floundering, and
not only is he a formidable performer but also an extremely polite young man. Well done all.

Above: Our 6
Sports Awards
Personality
of the Year
nominees

Finally, thank you to Mrs Rooney and Mr Ahmed, who were essential in helping us to put the virtual
awards evening together, to celebrate yet another year of sporting success at Great Marlow School.

By Miss G Muttitt

PE

GMS PE used for a national example of good practice
COVID has curtailed so many good practices, which would normally
prevail within schools. The loose direction from the government has,
at times, left schools wondering what they are, and are not allowed to
do. This has certainly been the case with the instruction for Physical
Education. Fortunately, with the NGBs, Association for Physical
Education and the Youth Sport Trust offering sensible and pragmatic
advice, most schools have been in a position to complete some extracurricular sporting activities.
Here at GMS, it has been recognised by the Youth Sport Trust, that we have
gone over and above to ensure that the provision for extra-curricular sport
has remained central to school life and accessible for all. As a department, we
re-wrote our ‘normal’ sports bulletin and looked at how we could maximise
the number of students, yet mitigate any unnecessary contact and potential
spreading of COVID. Although challenging, our programme has remained
as buoyant as ever and in some cases we have even seen larger numbers
than in previous years. This drive for sustained activity is a reflection of our
belief in the value of physical exercise as a tool for the development of both
physiological and mental well-being.

This is a video of the
GMS PE extra-curricular
programme this term:

https://www.gms.
bucks.sch.uk/wpcontent/videos/GMSExtracurricular-VideoDec-2020.mp4

It has been reported that many schools have
cancelled their extra-curricular programmes
indefinitely so the YST are using a department This belief, is firmly shared by the Youth Sport
made video of our extra-curricular activities as a
promotional and inspirational message to other Trust who have used us as a demonstration of
schools.
what can be done, despite the impact of COVID.
The video will feature on the YST website and can
currently be found on our school website for you
to view.

In closing, the endeavour of the students and the parents should be
recognised, for their efforts at making the programme work, and finally
the PE staff themselves deserve a huge commendation for maintaining
what was already such an incredible extra-curricular programme.

Continual Reflection – Brings about new activities, the wheels are in motion!
As part of our continual efforts to provide a PE curriculum that best suits the needs of our
students, the PE Department have taken the decision to change some of the activities
which appear on the core PE programme of study. These changes have been implemented to
further enable the facilitation of PE lessons, which can fully engage our student and enable
the delivery and development of key life skills, whilst improving physical ability health and
well-being.
In addition to the bush craft and D of E type skills, the curriculum now includes mountain
biking. The start date is the beginning of January and all being well with our procurement of
several bikes and associated safety items, you will see the GMS students learning handling
skills, tricks, Olympic race disciplines, basic maintenance and about the relevant components
of fitness necessary for cycling. Once fully underway, we will develop the activity further by
offering an extra-curricular mountain-biking club as well.
This exciting project is a reflection of a measured response to the changing educational
landscape we experience on a daily basis, combined with the need to develop sustainable
transport for a modern world. As a department, we are excited at the prospect and
opportunity to do something a ‘bit different’. I personally cannot wait to see Miss Muttitt
popping wheelies across the school field!
By Mr S Goodright - Head of PE
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MR SLATTER IS LEAVING US!

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Mr
Slatter, an LSA who has been a valuable asset to the PE
department over the last year and a half. Mr Slatter has
been providing outstanding support in PE lessons and
has given up many hours coaching the extra-curricular
football teams. He has inspired many of
the students and become a favourable
role model. Mr Slatter has also been
the resident DJ at Year 7 and 9 fitness
club, where he has been commended
for his unique and motivational megamixes. Hopefully he will send the PE
department his Spotify details so we
can stream his playlists live in the future!
There is no doubt he will be greatly missed by the
students and staff a-like. We wish him all the best for
the future, and he will always be welcome here at GMS!
By Miss G Muttiitt
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GMS Badminton
Badminton has returned to the extra-curricular
programme once more, and it has been an outstanding
start to the year. The structure has changed somewhat,
and currently each year group has been allocated a night
for training. Taking into consideration the lack of fixtures
for the students, attendance and effort demonstrated by
the students has been phenomenal.
For the majority of
Year 7 students, who
attended
training,
this
would
have
been the first time
they had picked up
a badminton racket.
These sessions have
been used to develop
the basics in badminton such as movement around the
court and being able to rally using different shots. The
true success of the sessions is shown by the attendance, a
consistent average of 30 students for each session. Some
stand-out performers have been Tom Wharfe and Freya
Randall with faultless effort and enthusiasm.
For Years 8 and 9, the numbers have again been strong
and rising each week. They have shown continued high
enthusiasm from the previous year. The students have
been building upon their knowledge to improve their
skills and shots. On top of this, the students have been
becoming increasingly confident in scoring and umpiring
matches for themselves and others. This has developed the
students understanding of the rules – a key requirement
missed by some! This has been achieved through seeded
tournaments allowing students to officiate in pairs, while
also playing against appropriately challenging opposition.
Through the use of target practice and isolating shots,
students have learnt how to place shot in a specific place
on the court, through altering their power or technique.
A simple yet effective method to implement successful
tactics within a game.
For Years 10 and 11, the
focus for these students has
been their shot selection
and development of the
backhand strokes. A large
number of students use
badminton as part of their
GCSE practical. For the
students who have seized
the opportunity to attend
the club as much as possible, their individual skills have
improved tremendously. From a consistently clean strike
of the shuttle, to playing sharp, attacking shots with their
backhand, it is a shame that they cannot showcase their
skills against other schools. On the brightside, they do
enjoy getting one over each other in the in-house fixtures!
By Mr H Magnay

GMS DofE Expedition Success
GMS have a thriving Duke of
Edinburgh uptake, which has resulted
in students acquiring leadership
qualities alongside achievement,
success and pride at achievement,
in the expedition section of this
prestigious award.
This
year,
the
Bronze
award cohort
completed
their
expedition
training
in
March,
just
before
lockdown.
After a decision to restart expedition
practices, just before end of summer term,
an amazing 66 students completed two full
days walking around Marlow, over hills, fields
and woodland, and were allowed to progress
to their official assessed Bronze practice
expedition.
As
if
the
weather
had
decided
to
add
a
new
challenging
complexity
to the Bronze
challenge,
the
assessed
expedition took place on the wettest weekend
on record since 1891, enough rainfall fell
across the UK to fill the huge expanse of
Loch Ness. Unwilling to allow the deluge to
prevent their achieving Bronze, GMS students
soldiered on showing masses of resilience,
spirit and camaraderie. Their night under
canvas was at Pheasant Hill, Hambledon.
Every single student completed the weekend,
to the loud praise of the expedition
instructors, who were hugely impressed with
the students.
Congratulations, too, to the six Silver and
10 Gold participants who have completed
their awards. Combining river competence
with Duke of Edinburgh skills, the students
undertook their expedition on the River
Thames (Coronavirus relocated them from
the River Wye.) In small teams, with all their
luggage on board the students navigated
large stretches of the Thames.

GMS have so much to celebrate and so much to
praise in a year when most schools did not complete
any expeditions. The GMS Duke of Edinburgh
students have successfully finalised a major part
of their award: the expedition pass rate was 100%,
despite the unparalleled challenges of Covid19,
which meant more risk factors were factored in.
Our Duke of Edinburgh cohorts experienced trials
and
tribulations
that showed they
were resourceful,
resilient,
responsible, ready
to face difficulties,
supportive of each
other in times of
adversity,
and
celebratory of each other in times of triumph.
Every student is a credit to the school and
their parents and carers, without whom these
expeditions could not have taken place. GMS
thanks all those who planned and executed all the
paperwork required to make these expeditions
happen. The PE Department gave up whole
weekends: special thanks goes to Mr Goodright,
who worked for 26 days consecutively, to ensure a
successful outcome for the students. The assessors
were hugely impressed, stating GMS students
were, “a pleasure to work with”, a high accolade
indeed.
By Mr S Goodright - Head of PE
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The Gold award groups were involved for four
days three nights; Silver for three days two
nights: some feat. Every student had to prepare
for the man overboard drill and the capsize drill:
truly important water safety procedures. The
river meant weirs
and
locks
had
to be carefully
negotiated;
moreover,
manoeuvring
around
working
and leisure craft
had to be carefully
piloted. Physically,
the expeditions were very demanding in both
physical strength and mental resilience.

Bronze, Silver and Gold 2020 DofE with a Difference……

This year has presented a challenging time for everyone, and
Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award participants
at GMS were faced with the prospect of not being able to
continue with their DofE as originally planned.
Faced with this dilemma, our students showed the resilience and
resourcefulness necessary to overcome unexpected obstacles,
as young people across the UK worked hard to complete their
Skills, Volunteering and Physical sections, and continue to do so
in these unprecedented times. Many activities were cancelled
during lockdown and participants had to find alternatives in
order to complete their sections. Others decided to take a break
from their activities and have the option to pick them up again
later on.
In order for participants to be recognised for their amazing
efforts and achievements even if social distancing, personal
circumstances or other challenges mean it has not been
possible for them to do an expedition and/or residential at
Gold, and therefore achieve their award over the next year,
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award has introduced the ‘Certificate
of Achievement’ to recognise the fantastic accomplishments of
these young people. The certificate is a formal recognition, by
the DofE, of their dedication to their programmes and everything
they’ve achieved through these three sections, as well as their
resilience in coping with ongoing uncertainty.
The impact of the COVID-19 outbreak has affected the ability
of DofE centres nationwide to run training and expeditions.
The expedition company ‘Off Grid Adventures’ were determined
to provide GMS students with the opportunity to complete
their expedition section safely. Adhering to the more relaxed
conditions introduced by the DofE this year, Off Grid leaders were
able to deliver sufficient training and an expedition experience
for all Bronze, Silver and Gold participants. This involved
students camping on the school field and also having the option
to go home overnight.
Our students have shown great determination and commitment
to the award, and many of them are now starting to complete
their sections and achieve their Certificate of Achievement and
for some, their Bronze, Silver or Gold award. The delivery of the
three levels of the award has taken slightly longer than usual
this year, but the 2021 Bronze GMS cohort have already signed
up to the challenge and embarked on their DofE adventure.
Silver and Gold awards at GMS will launch after Christmas to
allow students time to complete the level they are currently
working towards completing.
By Miss H Murray - DofE Award Manager
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DofE Bronze Award 2021
The Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is well
underway at GMS this year, with 75 Year 9 students
embarking on their Bronze award this academic
year. This is an unexpectedly high number of young
people, who despite the current challenges they
have experienced since the pandemic began, have
set themselves the further challenge of achieving
this prestigious award.
All participants have organised individual programmes for
themselves, and have chosen a huge variety of activities to undertake
in order to achieve their Bronze award. Despite being restricted by COVID rules, the students have not
let this stand in the way of them organising activity choices for the volunteering, physical and skills
sections required by the DofE award.
Volunteering choices this year include: coaching younger students at sport clubs, working for and
fundraising for charities, online volunteering opportunities such as ‘Energy Envoys’ where students
complete a project on energy saving, and ‘Penguin Watch’- a conservation programme which involves….
counting penguins! We are aware this year more than ever about the importance of community, and
our Bronze participants have come up with a variety of ways to help out locally. We have several litterpickers keeping our local areas clean, others helping younger siblings with their homework, a number
of students are doing jobs/shopping/gardening and dog walking for neighbours who are elderly or
vulnerable. We have been very fortunate this year to have been approached by Marlow Rugby Club,
who have set up a volunteering initiative for young people. Some of our students have chosen to
help at the club each week, taking on various roles: managing arrivals at the club, helping at events,
club hospitality and maintaining the clubhouse and grounds. All of the volunteering activities the
Bronze students have chosen are both rewarding and worthwhile. In previous years, many of our DofE
students at GMS decide to continue to volunteer after they have completed their award.
For their physical section, many participants choose to engage in team sports. Hockey, football and
rugby are proving popular this year. There are also plenty of individual sports the students are taking
part in, for example: running, cycling, gymnastics, parkour, martial arts, archery, dance, badminton,
walking and yoga. One of our Year 9s is training to compete in a triathlon! Rowing is also a popular
physical choice for GMS students.
Many of the DofE cohort use the freedom to choose their own
activity for the skills section as an opportunity to experience
something completely new to them, such as: learning a language,
mastering sign language and learning to fly fish. Students interested
in IT are challenging themselves by designing online
games, websites and mobile apps, Students are also
taking part in more traditional skills; playing an
instrument, photography and art are among some
of the activities they are involved in. A number of
students are learning an important life skill by doing a
St John Ambulance first aid course I am running again
this year. One of the tasks set for them was to find the nearest defibrillator, take a selfie
with it and send it to me! Another popular skills opportunity returning to GMS this year
is the DofE cookery course, delivered by Mrs K Kerr and I. The spaces for the course were
quickly snapped up and we really enjoy seeing the students’ ideas and their progression
each week. With the course full up, the remaining students who want to cook are making
their culinary creations at home and sending me weekly pictures of their achievements.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award enables a young person to develop their mind, body and
soul in a non-competitive environment. It enables young people to elevate their self-confidence, skills
and aspirations, and offers opportunities for personal achievement to our students at Great Marlow
School. I am very proud of the Year 9 Bronze participants as they start their DofE journey and I wish
them all the best of luck. I would also like to thank the parents and carers of these students for their
continued support and encouragement.
By Miss H Murray - DofE Award Manager

Rowing

A Round up of Rowing in the Autumn Term
This year the Year 8 students who didn’t manage to get on the water last
year started the season with a fantastic opportunity of three two hour
session learning how to scull on the water. This has been with an aim to
develop their rowing technique and their understanding of the activity on
the rowing machines. The end result will help put them one step ahead and
prepare them for the opportunity join and represent the GMS Boat Club
against other clubs. The students completed these sessions with high levels
of success, with 12 girls and 12 boys having a go on either a Tuesday or
Friday after school. Even if there was a few near misses, all the students
managed to stay dry. Unfortunately, due to the rise in the river, the water
sessions had to stop half term. Therefore, we didn`t manage to participate in
a mini competition on the water. Hopefully, this will be possible after easter
next year.
Indoor rowing started as soon as we could not access the water. The amount
of year 8 students attending the indoor session has increased every week
with between 20-35 students attending. During the sessions the rowers
completed a number of technical drills, fitness exercises and competitions
against each other. The rowers achieved some top scores in the team relays,
in addition to some superb performances in the 500m sprints. Well done to
all the students who attended.
This half term finished with 13 students being selected to take part in the
British Indoor Rowing Championship on Sunday 6th December. This was a
virtual competition where rowers from across Europe enter. Students had to
complete 500m as quickly as possible. All student performed well coming in
fairly close together. Some top performances were Can Gucumengil 8th, Will
Allen 9th and Conor Quaan 10th. Gold and Silver of this event all going to
eastern European rowers. The girls had an all GBR field and Lauren Kennedy
coming in a Bronze medal position with Georgia Mackay in 4th.
I look forward to helping to students to continue progressing throughout
the rest of the year.
By Miss E Boddy

END OF TERM HEAD RACE WITH SIR
WILLIAM BORLASE AND RGS
Saturday 12th December saw the three local rowing schools gather at Longridge for another local derby. Of the five events
where there was direct competition GMS won three , by an average winning margin of around 14 seconds and we came second in the closest race
of the day by 1.5 seconds, in the year 11 boys quads.
We altered the boat classes and crew line ups from last time. The seniors
racing coxless quads rather than single sculls. The results however were
pretty similar with GMS boys and girls quads both being the fastest in
their categories. While there was no direct competition for Lottie McIntyre and Maddie Jones in their double, they did beat on of the Borlase
boys doubles.
At Year 11 there was a very strong field of boys quads, and ahead of time
a Borlase coach mentioned that this was their strongest squad , of whom
they have very high hopes. The results were very close with SWB winning
by 1.5 seconds from GMS.
In the next division we had year 10 crews and both schools had changed
their line ups from our last race. In the boys event, SWB took first place
but we did beat the RGS crews convincingly. In the girls event we won.

Winning Crews
Sixth Form Boys 4x Hugo Loretto,
Aidan Kelly, Leo Simpson, Henry
Gavin
Sixth Form Girls 4x Hannah
Clayton, Ruth Rackstraw, Natasha
Stewart, Anna Bradley
Year 10 Girls 4x+ Emily Downing,
Hannah Angelides, Milly Hopkins,
Ocean Dove, cox Will Clayton

THE HUNT IS ON!
AND FINALLY....
ALL THE STAFF
AT GMS WISH ALL
STUDENTS, PARENTS’
AND CARERS’ A
HAPPY CHRISTMAS
SANTA FUN RUN 2020
Like many events The Marlow
Rotary Club’s annual Santa’s Fun
Run event has been affected by
Covid-19 this year. It is now to
take place December 19th-20th
(or later in December) You can
organise your own ‘VIRTUALLY
REAL’ run over the Santa’s Fun
Run weekend and you can run
at any time and in any place it is
legal to do so. Run as a family,
club, school, business or just
as neighbours. Please visit the
website for further details www.
santasfunrun.org

AND CONTINUED
SUCCESS FOR EACH
AND EVERYONE
OF OUR STUDENTS
THROUGHOUT 2021.

The sudden lockdown in March
resulted in many hundreds of
loaned books not being returned.
In fact, a recent library audit has
found that around 400 books are
registered as missing. The school
librarians would be extremely
grateful if all parents, carers and
students would search at home
for GMS library books. Having
the books returned will make
a significant difference to the
diversity of reading materials for
all our reading students.
The librarians, Annette Fisher
and Sam Joyce, thank everyone
for their help in locating the
missing stock.

ANSWERS
TO THE IDIOMS QUIZ:

For the first time this year they
have introduced the Santa’s Fun
Run K9 Challenge. Dog owners
can dress up their dogs and
use public park areas over the
weekend – Higginson Park offers
perhaps the ideal venue.

1 - An apple a day keeps the doctor
away
2 - Don’t judge a book by its cover
3 - Great minds think alike
4 - Once in a blue moon
5 - Rome wasn’t built in a day

This event is always well attended
and the Rotary Club raise a lot of
money for charity. Please try and
support them if at all possible.

6 - Saved by the bell
7 - The best of both worlds
8 - The only way is up
9 - Variety is the spice of life
10 - X marks the spot

Great Marlow School
Bobmore Lane
Marlow Bucks
SL7 1JE

