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As my article for this summer edition of The Voice I would like to share
with you the speech that I delivered at our Celebration of Success
IMPORTANT DATES
School closes for the
Summer Holidays on
Friday 19th July at 1pm.
All pupils return to school on
Wednesday September 4th.
A Level results are published
on 15th August and GCSE
results are published
on 22nd August.
KEY EVENTS at GMS
Please note all our important
dates and events, including
Parents’ Evenings and Examination
Timetables, are available on the
website and are regularly updated.

Don’t forget to view the online
gallery
for
photographs
relating to many of the
articles in this newsletter.

event on Wednesday 19th July.
“Good evening, invited guests, ladies and gentleman and
our prize winners of 2019. Tonight is a wonderful chance to
celebrate the success of our prize winners, but also to relect
on the progress made by the school as a whole over the past
year.
Each year, every member of staf at the school works with
endeavour and creativity to ensure that the school lives up
to its stated ambitions to be a place where opportunities
are created, potential is realised and excellence achieved.
We are striving to work, with increasing efectiveness,
in partnership with our students, parents, carers, the
local, and wider community, to create the highest quality
learning environment that will inspire our students to be
compassionate, successful and resilient contributors to a
better society.
Like the world itself, education never stands still; there is
constant change and, whether the changes are positive or
negative, it is absolutely vital that we hold on to our core
values that steer the work of this school. This September
sees the introduction of a new Ofsted framework, although
our goals and ambitions are always driven by our values and
not by Ofsted, it would be arrogant and naïve not to take
note of the changes.
This framework is being greeted, in education circles,
positively, as one that has been developed to place a greater
focus on ensuring that schools are providing a broad and
rich curriculum to enable students to engage in their wider
personal development, including the development of
character and resilience. As a school that prides itself on the
breadth and strength of our curriculum at Key Stage 3 and
the excellent range of subjects’ students can choose to study
a Key Stage 4 and 5, we welcome this change of emphasis,
hopefully it will be followed by the removal of some of
the erroneous attainment and achievement measures.
The richness of our curriculum is delivered through high
quality teaching and learning, lesson after lesson, each and
every day. In these lessons, students develop their depth
of knowledge and understanding and the essential skills

required to apply this knowledge to variety of situations and
circumstances.
On the subject of skills, My Personal Best is still a key initiative
within the school focusing on the 6 Rs, none of which are
reading, riting or rithmetic (sic). The 6Rs for My Personal
Best are: Respect, Readiness, Relection, Responsibility,
Resourcefulness and Resilience.
The examination results in August this year for Key Stage 4
and 5 students are awaited with excited anticipation, I really
do hope that the students and teachers’ reap the rewards
of their eforts. As I have said before, we recognise the
importance of examination results, but there is far more to
life than the outcomes of tests at 11, 16 or even 18, these do
not need to deine us.
Our broad and rich curriculum, during the main part of the
school day is enhanced considerably by the extra-curriculum
programme we ofer before, and after, the main school day
and during the weekends and school holidays.
Over the course of the year, opportunities have been made
available to every student in the school, to further develop
their ambition and aspiration with a huge number of
educational activities, visits and trips. Students and staf this
academic year, have visited culturally diverse cities at home
and abroad, including Paris, Berlin, and, Mr Pendlebury’s
favourite place in the world, Swanage. We also had a ski trip
to Italy: everyone enjoyed it so much they have decided to go
again, next Easter.
In addition, students and staf have explored and experienced,
areas of outstanding natural beauty, galleries, theatres,
exhibitions, and universities. At this point, I would like to
highlight the work of Miss Murray, speciically
on leading the Duke of Edinburgh Award. For the
past few years, we have had over 50 students and
this year over 70 students from Year 9 successfully
completing the Bronze Award.
Very recently we had 13 Year
10 students who completed

In school we have continued to organise, develop and host a plethora of academic
and cultural events, including business events, fashion shows, hat shows and a
careers’ fayre. This year has seen once again, two fantastic stage productions, irstly,
at Christmas, ‘We Will Rock You’, led by Mrs Chenery, Head of Drama and working
with the Music Department, a performance that will live long in the memories of
the people who saw it. The quality of acting and singing was excellent and the
comedic performances, due to the students’ impeccable timing, delivery and facial
expressions, had the audience laughing relentlessly. Then, this summer we saw
the Key Stage 3 production of Macbeth, led by Mr Ross and supported ably by other
members of staf. The Macbeth production was an excellent example of one of the
school priorities, oracy, in action, the commitment and skill shown by the students to
master Shakespeare and the linguistic gymnastics required to deliver the long pieces
of dialogue, was something to behold. At the end of the performance, Mr Ross, was
reduced to tears, at least it stopped him talking.
Thank you to all the members of the Drama and Music Departments as well as the
other members of staf who have contributed to our musical and stage performances
this year.
Physical education, sport and physical activity at GMS is an integral part of the
school, the quality of the curricular provision, breadth of sports played, and quality
of performances continues to grow year on year. Physical activity is not just for
health and physical itness, it also has a very positive efect upon an individual’s
mood, releasing positive endorphins, but the element that people do not often
know is that exercise also increases the number of brain cells and particularly, the
interconnectivity between the brain cells. Therefore, in simple terms, physical
activity can make you healthier, happier and brainier! The Sports’ Awards evening
held at the school last Thursday evening, and the rowing awards dinner held last
night, at Eton Dorney had a combined attendance of almost 600 people: a true
testament to the strength of sport at this school. Combined the PE Department and
the rowing coaches have been involved in over 1000 practices for students and well
over 350 competitive ixtures. It continues, this weekend, as we will have twenty
eight students rowing at the British Championships in Nottingham.
The compassion of our students, once again, has been clear to see through the
charity work undertaken. We continue to support a number of local, national and
international organisations including: the One Can Trust, who we are collecting for
this week; and the ongoing support for education of children in a school in Tanzania.
Back in March, we raised a considerable sum of money for Comic Relief: whilst
Greg was taking a number of television celebrities up the ‘real’ Mt Kilimanjaro, we
developed our own version, only slightly less hazardous using T block and A block
stairs. Collectively students in each year group in Key Stage 3 did ascend and descend
5,895 metres of the mountain. I have also had the dubious honour of having wet
sponges thrown at me on two occasions for charity this year, staf please take note
my preference is a very warm July lunchtime over a very wintry December lunchtime.
On the subject of compassion, I would like to say another public thank you to all
the staf, students, parents and carers of the school, as well as the wider community
of Marlow for their support, during the very testing and tragic event that occurred
prior to the Easter break. The passing of Joel Langford shook the entire Marlow
community and beyond, Joel will be long remembered for his colourful personality,
colourful clothing, his infectious smile and the ability to ask the most challenging of
questions. The care, compassion and consideration of all enabled the school to cope
through an incredibly sad time. Appropriately, our non-uniform day, on the last day
of the Easter term, raised over one thousand pounds for two organisations that gave
us particular support, Bucks MIND, a charity working to support people with mental
health problems, who run excellent programmes in schools; and the Samaritans
who through their Step by Step programme gave the leadership team, invaluable
support and guidance. Separately, donations given at the time of Joel’s funeral,

which totalled over £8,000 pounds, have in an act of incredible generosity, been
given to the school by Mr and Mrs Langford, and will be used to enhance the work
of the learning support team, who supported Joel so admirably both academically
and pastorally.
It is at this point I would like to thank every member of school staf for their continued
hard work, passion and enthusiasm. I would particularly like to thank the members
of staf who, through their discretionary efort, really do go the extra -mile for this
school and its students. To the Governors who give so willingly of their time and
challenge us to improve the school even further; to you the parents and carers who
week in week out support us and your children with unwavering commitment.
A very strong personal thank you goes to the Leadership Team for their continued
hard work, professionalism and for ‘picking the ball up, when I have occasionally,
dropped it’.

Visit to Natural History Museum, Oxford

CHANGES IN THE ART DEPARTMENT

Monday 8th July

As always, this is an incredibly busy term in the
Art Department. This term we have overseen
the GCSE and A-Level exam projects, internally
assessed every piece of coursework and exam
A drawing and photography trip which will give you
wonderful starting points for your projects regardless of
the question you decide to answer.

Mock Exam Project

project and then had it all moderated by the
exam board.
The outcomes from our students in Art & Design

At the end of an academic year, it is traditional to say goodbye to colleagues who are
leaving the school, it is testament to the quality of the school that we have a very
small number of staf leaving, particularly when you consider that there are 150 plus
adults working here.

progress to new heights with every academic

Firstly, please can I say thank you to Mr Jonathan Johnson, Mr David Walters and
Miss Henrietta Longstaf for their work in the Science, Geography and English
Departments respectively. Secondly, I would like to say good luck to two of our
Learning Support Assistants, who are leaving their roles to train to become teachers,
Miss Chloe Edwards and Mrs Catherine Griith. Another member of the associate
staf, Mrs Charlotte Hancox, is leaving to go back to university to study for her PhD.
Also, leaving, during the course of the summer is Mr George Bratby, a much valued
member of our site team. In addition, we have the following teachers leaving,
either to relocate to other parts of the country, or to take up promotion at other
schools. Relocating is Dr Lara Brock travelling west and Miss Katie Russell travelling
east. Taking up promotions in other schools are Mr Charlie Day and Mrs Samantha
Morbey-Burras, as Second in Mathematics and Head of English, respectively. Finally,
we have two members of staf retiring this year, who have a combined total service
to children’s education of over 70 years, Mrs Gwen Hill who has worked with us
delivering high quality one to one tuition for the past 9 years and Mrs Ina Stout who
has worked at Great Marlow since 1989, 31 years of outstanding service.

success inspiring another.

Anatomies or The Natural World.

We usually run a trip to the London galleries in July but
over the last three years we have really noticed an increase
in congestion, meaning that it could take two and half
hours to reach central London which impacted the length
of time we could actually spend in the galleries!

The students were able to draw and photograph objects
as diverse as geological rock formations, snake skins,
butterfly wings and dinosaur bones. They were also set an
exciting photography competition to capture the details
of the architecture from various locations in the town
such as the Bodelian Library, the covered market and the
riverside walks.

It is my pleasure to especially thank Friends of Great Marlow, the parent support
group, who run numerous events over the course of the year, to raise much needed
funds for the school. We could not provide all the extra equipment without them. A
special thank you goes to Mrs Amanda Leach, who has been the Chairperson of the
group this year and the driving force behind the fund raising events.

This project will teach you the skills
and understanding you will need to
develop a project independently. The
skills that you will need to use for the
externally set task (exam project)
that you will do early next year.

year, so I would like to congratulate the students
for all their hard work and creativity, with every

With a new coursework project designed by the
department we took the opportunity to reconsider our
trips and search for more localised resources, and Oxford,
with its wonderful university museums and galleries
became very appealing with just a 40minute ride up the
M40!
So, on 8th July we took 65 Year 10 students to The Natural
History Museum in Oxford. Our visit was designed
to encourage the students to collect primary source
materials for one of the following starting points: Detail,

Oxford will certainly be a location we will return to…

Our Year 8 cohort have worked hard this term to
create their headdresses, which was celebrated in
the parent assembly with Mr Ross on 18th July.

The inal award of the evening is given in honour of the late Jim Campbell, who was
a former Mayor of Marlow and Town Councillor. He gave many years of distinguished
public service to the town, and was also a governor at Great Marlow. I was delighted
that Mr Campbell’s daughter, Miss Sarah Campbell, could join me on the stage.
Mrs Ina Stout is retiring this year after 31 years teaching at GMS. She has been a
dedicated and conscientious long serving member of staf. Mrs Stout began her
time at Great Marlow on the 1st January 1989 as a music teacher. Recently when
discussing her number of years at the school it transpired that one member of staf
was born it the year she was employed. There were some teaching staf smiling
broadly as I said that, as they were still a number of years away from being born.
In recent years, Mrs Stout moved seamlessly from the teaching of music to the
teaching of ICT and latterly Computer Science. As a colleague and professional she
will be sorely missed, but her retirement will give her more opportunities to go
skiing, gardening in her allotment and visiting the Christmas Markets of Europe.
My inal task for the evening was to welcome the Head Girl, Helen Windsor and Head
Boy, Jacob Wratten on to the stage to ofer a vote of thanks!”
Best Wishes
Mr Kevin Ford, Headteacher

As of September; there will be some changes to
staing in the Art & Design Department: After eleven
years in post; I have decided to stand down from the
position of Head of Department to allow a little more
time for family and other artistic ventures.
The department has grown and changed substantially
during this time but I have every conidence that Art
& Design will thrive with expert leadership of Mrs
Joseph-Stewart.

View more photos of the
Ye a r 8 H a t s i n o u r g a l l e r y
on the website.

Art & Design

their Silver Award. When you talk about personal development including character
development and resilience, this is one ine example. Thank you, also, to other
members of staf for supporting the DofE work over numerous weekends this year.

Drama

Art & Design

We are thrilled to congratulate Mrs Hayward
after successfully completing her NQT year
here at Great Marlow and we are thrilled to
announce her permanent position within
the Art & Design team two days a week. And
inally; we will be welcoming the return of
Mrs Perman (formally Miss Reilly) after her
maternity leave, three days a week.

The Scottish Play did
not disapoint!!
Key Stage 3 productions go from strength
to strength. After the success and positive
reviews of Romeo and Juliet from parents,
carers and staff alike, I was worried about the
next production.
As a team we chose Macbeth and launched the audition
stage. As always, there was far too much talent to turn
away so the script was adapted to accommodate everyone
who auditioned.

Have a creative and fulilled summer
By Mrs E Sillwood - Head of Art & Design

Thereafter, rehearsals of an hour and a half took place
every Thursday afternoon. Every week more and more
Shakespearean lines became word perfect.
The final rehearsals were pressurised, for all concerned
wanted the production to be first class, especially as
time constraints meant there could only be one evening
performance.

A selection of GCSE and A-Level
artwork. More images can be
viewed on our website.

Visit To Frieth CEC School
On the 19th June, five A-level art students visited Frieth CEC Primary School to teach art
classes to reception, year one and year two students. As well as being a great community
link, we were able to enhance their curriculum study of their local area through sculpture.
We brought in macro photographs of the area surrounding the school and challenged the
students to identify their locations. We were extremely impressed by the observational
skills of the young students and knew they would be able to create fantastic responses
from the pictures. We then helped them create paper mache relief
sculptures from the photographs. The students created amazing
results and were excited to go on and paint them once they had
dried. It was an amazing opportunity to experience the world of
teaching as well as share our own work and knowledge surrounding
the Boyle Family. All of us found the trip very nostalgic, especially
Ellie and I who used to attend the school.
By Jessie McAuley 12A

“Wow! I was blown away tonight!
Couldn’t hold back the tears
during the curtain call!”
The morning of the evening performance staff were
invited to bring classes to the technical run through.
Imagine my surprise when over 200 students and the Chair
of Governors were there to watch this dress rehearsal.
For many of the cast, this performance was nerve-racking
as they were performing in front of peers, yet they acted
expertly.

Unfortunately, as the play is just over an hour long the
KS3 audience could not see the end, as they had to go
their next lessons. There was a genuine reaction of
disappointment; it was at that point we realised this was
going to be a special play.
The evening performance was everything we could have
hoped for and more. All students were simply outstanding.
The audience’s reaction was heartfelt and overwhelming;
it was obvious they had enjoyed every aspect of the play.
At this point I would like to take a moment to praise and
thank Archie for leading Dylan and Jamie as the sound
and lighting team. Thanks also go to all the staff, who
gave up their time to the project: Mrs Sadd, Miss Edwards,
Mrs Sharp, Miss K Bennett, Mr S Taylor, Miss Bevan, Miss
Longstaff. All these people worked incredibly hard in
so many ways, and I am so grateful. Also, the Drama
Department, especially Mrs Chereny, who offered her
invaluable expertise.
The stagecraft is the scaffolding for the actors, so it was
very important that all aspects of the production came
together on performance night.
I hope the cast and all the team felt the excitement of the
cheers of over 230 people.
At the start a project, all involved commit to the task
ahead. For this production everyone concerned went way
above what was expected.
I do become emotional at the end of the play that is
because I look at the cast and I know what we put them
through and they have delivered!
A new academic year will offer a new challenge. We will
keep you posted. GMS are always ready for a challenge.
By Mr S Ross

“This was a well acted, well put together play. The costumes and
props were simple and effective as was the backdrop.
There were some stand out performances for me. Jake Dennis
as Macbeth was clearly spoken and held the stage. He was
well matched in his performance by Gabrielle Paliulyte as Lady
Macbeth. She showed both strength and vulnerability.
Hecate played by Antonia Hay gave a stunning performance, I
enjoyed her almost flirty, controlled delivery and the movement
across the stage. I must also give mention to the “look” delivered
by the Murderer, Emily Spooner after the massacre of the Macduff
family as she took the baby off stage with malicious intent.
I loved both the piano and violin playing, however my only slight
criticism was the interim music. The music, in my opinion, may have
been more effective being just instrumental. I felt it was clunky
when the lyrics were cut short for the action to begin. However, this
is a tiny observation on what was an amazing performance.

..and a Year 7’s take on
Macbeth
“My part in Macbeth included
being a witch and a servant.
Altogether this was a sensational,
phenomenal and tremendous
experience; I loved being on
stage with the other witches
and servants. I was performing
with my friends and people I had
never performed with before. The
experience was unbelievable and
I am obviously going to audition
for the play next year. I would
encourage all students to audition
for the school summer play or the
musical because all the hard work
and effort eventually pays off and
is rewarded.”

It was hard to believe I was watching a performance by 1114 year olds. The whole cast brought the play to life. The
lines were delivered clearly and with confidence.

GCSE GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIPS
The Field Trip to Oxford....
On Wednesday
26th June, Year 10
geographers visited the
city of Oxford for a field
trip. On arrival at 10.30
am, students carried
out Environmental
Quality Assessments,
land use surveys and field sketches at four sites in Oxford
city centre. Students walked to Westgate shopping centre,
Oxford castle, Radcliffe
Camera and the Carfax
Tower. The data collected
will enable students to
assess how far Oxford has
successfully redeveloped.
Fortunately, the weather remained dry
and the students really enjoyed walking
around the city centre. Everyone met
up for lunch in the stunning scenery
of Christ Church meadow, which
overlooked the impressive Christ
Church College. After lunch, students
worked on producing a creative piece
of work in small groups, to represent
urban trends and redevelopment in
Oxford city centre

I thoroughly enjoy watching performances by Great Marlow
School. They are always varied and always entertain. The tickets,
programmes and presentation is always of high quality. Everyone
involved should be very proud of what they achieved. “
By Mrs Trudy Ballard (GMS Parent)
“Frieth may be small but she is mighty! Frieth parents
should be excited about the future for their children.
Having been a Frieth parent for 10 years I can tell you, without a
doubt, that Frieth produces confident, articulate and brilliant kids.”
“Just been to watch the Great Marlow School KS3 (ages 11-14)
production of Macbeth and am blown away by how brilliant
it was, and how heavily teeny-tiny Frieth was represented
in a big secondary school. Ex-Frieth pupils absolutely get
involved; they were actors, stage hands, musicians, makeup and costume (and parent staff as well Jennifer Sharp!);

“I really enjoyed being in Macbeth,
it has inspired me to go on to
auditioning for bigger, speaking
parts. Being part of the play was
so much fun, because I met and
got to know all the amazing young
actors in the play. The experience
has increased my confidence as I
worked with a wide range of ages.
I also enjoyed meeting some new
teachers. I can’t wait to be involved
in next year’s performance.

Frieth had a solid presence and I felt very proud!”
“Hey Jen, thanks so much for tonight. Thought the kids
were amazing! Em and Pop really enjoyed it too xxxx”
“Good show well done x”

“I left GMS 19 years ago thinking
it was the best school ever, tonight I was standing proud as a
member of staff and I still think
it’s the best school ever!”

We would like to say thank you to
all the teachers who helped with
Macbeth, especially Mr Ross for
directing and putting so much
effort into making sure the play was
amazing for actors and audience.”
By Evie Radcliffe and Anna Martin Year 7

The coach collected us
at 2 pm and we arrived
back to school just in
time for the 3pm bell

...and the Field Trip to
Swanage
On Friday 28th June, enthusiastic
Year 10 GCSE geographers arrived
at the Redgrave Sports Centre for
a 7 am departure to Swanage. On
arrival, working in small groups, the
first fieldwork method carried out
was a beach profile and sediment
classification to identify the various
coastal processes at work at Swanage
beach.
After this, there was a walk along
the beachfront and up through the
hills for some lunch on Ballard Down,
which overlooked Swanage beach
and Studland. Poole harbour and
Bournemouth beach could be seen
in the distance! The students drew a
quick field sketch of the surroundings
at lunch before continuing along the
coastal path to the view of the Old
Harry Rocks, at the eastern side of
the Jurassic Coast. The weather and
landscape were incredible. Everyone
felt very lucky to explore the coastline
in such great conditions!
Finally, was the walk down to Knoll
Beach, where students enjoyed some
free time and had the chance to buy
an ice cream, or fish and chips! Just
after 4 pm everyone boarded the
coaches: arrival back was before 8 pm.
A thoroughly fantastic but tiring day

Mr P Warner - Head of Department

out in Swanage!

Geography

Drama

Macbeth - Praise from the audience

During the summer term the Year 7 students
designed and built castles using household
items. The students worked individually or in
pairs to produce some amazing castles; some
had explanatory booklets and others pictures
to show how hard they worked on their project.
The castles ranged from classic English and Welsh
castles to Japanese inspired castles. The History
Department, Mr Ford and Mrs Wheeler spent the
afternoon judging the castles and we managed to
create a shortlist of finalists:
Lucas Gore & and Edwin Jones, Finlay Lewis
Bell, Oscar Ball, Ernest Ryterski, Isabella Jedras,
Georgia East, Amelia Jenkins, Rebecca Tinnelly,
Joseph Mullan & Sam Terrett, Alfie Russell & Jaylan
Cross.

1st Place and overall competition winner – Finlay
Lewis Bell
2nd Place – Amelia Jenkins
3rd Place – Ernest Ryterski
Director of Learning’s Award – Lucas Gore & and
Edwin Jones
Head Teacher’s Award – Alfie Russell & Jaylan Cross

The winners received a certificate and a gift
voucher.
Well done to all of Year 7 who entered!

Black Country Living Museum History Trip
watched chain-making, spoke to
village shopkeepers such as the
chemist and experienced life in
a Victorian house. The students
did not manage to completely
escape school for the day, the
went back in time to a Victorian
school room and learnt to write
as Victorian children would have,

Auschwitz is eerily quiet once you enter. Each tour group wears headphones so you can
hear your tour guide thus everybody is quiet because there is no reason to talk. As you
walk through the gates and look to each side you can see the double up electric fence
with the sign ‘Halt! Stoj!”, with a skull and crossbones sprayed onto it. The buildings inside
were huge, which I was expecting, but what I wasn’t expecting was to see how neat and
organised everything appeared to be inside. The buildings were all in a line and trees were
planted in front. It was chilling to see how calm and tranquil it actually looked.
We moved onto the first building and were greeted with a quotation by George Santayana
“Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it”. Inside were the
museum areas and exhibits. This consisted of suitcases with address written on, a huge
pile of shoes and most hauntingly of all, the exhibit of human hair fabric. This was the
building that we learnt that every single part of each victim was recycled. Their hair, skin
and ashes. Everything. The ash was recycled into the roads, the hair into fabric and the skin
into whatever could be made from it.

From this shortlist and after much deliberation,
(owing to the fact that the castles were so
fantastic), the following prizes were awarded:

Recently the History Department,
along with Mr Sparks and Mrs
Sharp, took students from
Year 8 to the Black Country
Living Museum. Students got
to experience life in Industrial
Revolutionary Dudley. Students
were taken around the museum
by a costumed guide and they

a death factory. Once we met up with our tour guide, we went inside. We were greeted
with the famous gates that had the phrase ‘Arbeit Macht Frei’ which translates to ‘work sets
you free’. It is strange to see the gates, because they are a key image associated with the
camp. In most history books or documentaries, the gates are usually shown to represent
Auschwitz and, to see them in person is very strange experience.

recite the alphabet backwards as
well as being punished as they
would! The students also got an
opportunity to travel into the
depths of an underground coal
mine and take a trip ‘into the
thick’ through the dark tunnels to
the coal face.

A Students experience of visiting Poland
We first began at a small town called Oświęcim. To be honest, at first, it did not seem to
be very significant. It looked like a town that could be anywhere in the world, quaint and
quiet. We stood in our groups in the middle of the town square and our group leader recited
its history. The town was situated near Auschwitz, hence the name. In 1939, the town had
12,000 people living within it, 8,000 of which were Jewish. (Accounting for approximately
58% of the population). Next to the Church there was a huge Synagogue built in 1558 and
people were happy. Nowadays, the amount of Jewish people residing there is 0. There is
no synagogue next to the church, a clear patch of grass; and what was there to recognise
this loss? A small plaque on the town hall, hardly noticeable unless you were to look for it.
We then moved onto Auschwitz. Upon entry as we got off the bus and sorted ourselves
back into our groups and got our first glance at the camp. A shocking sight to see was how
touristy it was. People were outside: sitting on benches, having lunch and chatting. It was
a strange experience to see everyday people enjoying themselves outside what was once

We were given the poem ‘Pigtail’ by Tadeusz Różewicz before entering the exhibit of
human hair, and as we walked through it, it was a jolting experience. Within the massive
figures, it’s easy to disassociate from the fact that these people were in fact individuals.
Upon seeing the hair, you are faced with the DNA of actual people, it jolts your mind back
to associating the figures with people.
After we Auschwitz, we moved onto Birkenau, also known as Auschwitz II.
The sheer size is impossible to convey in pictures, let alone words. We followed the railway
track along straight through the gates inside the camp where millions of people had
suffered. We then tracked towards a barrack that had been rebuilt as part of the education
surrounding concentration camps. This barrack was the sleeping area. Our tour guide
explained to us how four to five prison inmates, maybe even more, would be crammed
into each bed and would not be able to move or roll over. The top bunk was considered
the best, as the bottom bunk was full of: excrement, rats, filthy water and countless other
unpleasant and fatal diseases. The prisoners would fight each other so that the weakest
prisoners were on the bottom bunk and the strongest on the top. In Winter the whole
barrack would have ice inside and be below freezing and fatal, in Summer it would have
been boiling, disease ridden and again, fatal. There was no good time of the year to be
within the barracks.
We then moved onto the next barrack which happened to be the toilet block. Prisoners
were given tiny amounts of time to rush in to do their business (if I remember correctly, 15
seconds). Three to four prisoners would share a hole, and because of the starvation, they
would have diseases which had effects such as diarrhoea. They would be given minutes to
get in and out before the guards forced them out.
With regards to jobs of prisoners they would have to clean them out by hand, this was
considered to be one of the best jobs because it was inside as well as the fact that the
guards, afraid of catching diseases, would stay well away from the toilets themselves
which in turn allowed the prisoners have conversations and feel slightly more human as
they could socialise and trade items, such as food or religious texts.

History

History

Year 7 Castle Competition
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We paused along the tracks to be greeted with a cart that was used to transport hundreds
of prisoners at a time. What resonated with me was how small it actually was. The train
cart was tiny. It is truly unimaginable how terrifying it must have been to go inside; Not
knowing how longer you will be inside it or even where you would emerge once the journey
stopped.

Ancient History

We then travelled to the gas chambers of Birkenau, now all piles of rubble. All three were
caved in and through the rubble the underground area was visible.
We then went to the back end of the camp. Near the registration building. Before we entered
that, we were faced with what was once Canada II. This was where the possessions were
shifted through to send right back to Germany. People’s pictures: clothes, shoes, memories,
religious texts, jewellery, wedding bands, everything was sorted. It was divided up and
then forwarded back to Germany. Their property treated as though it has no meaning nor
owner.
We then walked through the registration building where we were presented with a table
of objects that were taken from the prisoners. At the end of the building, our tour guide
told us how a suitcase of photographs taken out of the prisoners belongings was found. It
contain approximately 500 photos which were all up on display.

The top student was Bobby Wakefield whose 100% score on the Greek paper enabled him to
achieve Grade A* overall. Zac Murphy also obtained a Grade A* and Jessamy Wright was third
highest with a Grade A.

Politics
This class sat three papers. The top student was Zac Murphy whose Grade A* in his USA paper
helped him to a Grade A overall. Bobby Wakefield gained the second highest score and Freddie
Shappard was third.

Law
This is the school’s largest A-Level subject and there are two classes. Asha Ibraz and Zac
Murphy each came top of their class and joint-top overall with a Grade A*. In third place, also
with Grade A*, was Bobby Wakefield. The following students were all successful in scoring
Grade A: Katie Moorin, Toby Holden, Molly Jones, Gracie Caine and Jessamy Wright.
By Mr S Pugsley - Head of Department

JUNIOR MATHS CHALLENGE 2019

UKMT MATHEMATICAL CIRCLE 2019

This year, we had 98 students from Years 7 & 8 compete in the UKMT

This year, Great Marlow School had the honour

Junior Maths Challenge, where Great Marlow School have once

of being invited by the UKMT to attend a
special event involving numerous enrichment

The sickest part of the whole trip for me was to learn how far the propaganda went.
The people who travelled to each of these death camps were under the belief the entire
time that this would only be temporary. That they would be going somewhere better to
live until everything was sorted out. This lie carried on throughout the whole selection
process, evidence of this is the addresses written on the suitcases. When we entered the
registration building we were faced with a table of objects, among them was a pair of keys,
from someone’s house. It’s so disgusting because of how well planned out and deliberate it
was. It was not good enough to make the people suffer physically. To be thrown out of their
homes, but to also be told that they were travelling somewhere better. To give the people
false hope to better aid their extermination programme is utterly appalling. This should
never, never be forgotten under any circumstances.

again, achieved great success.

the best in her year group by achieving the Gold Award, but was also

experienced a wide range of Mathematics that

The reason why the Holocaust is so important is, that this the consequence of fear and
hatred. It’s important more than ever to read individual‘s stories, not only to rehumanise
the victims but also because, soon there will be no more survivors. The first-hand stories
will only be recorded in ink. They are the biggest proof and strongest evidence against
holocaust deniers that we currently have as they are personal. To have them all gone is why
we need to continue to share their story. To share who they are: their life, their family, what
they lost and those who did not survive. We have to share what happens to ensure that it
never happens ever again.

the Best in School.

they have never encountered before.

We would like to congratulate all of our students who participated

Both boys said that they found the event very

in the Junior Maths Challenge this year and to those in particular

enjoyable and very interesting, as it gave a great

activities in Mathematics. Two students were
Overall, 19 students achieved the Bronze Award, 11 students the

invited in Year 10 and they were Tom Riley and

Silver Award and 1 student achieving the Gold Award.

Peter McCall.

Special mentions have to go to Ihsan Faulkner in Year 7, who achieved

These two students are exceptional and

a Silver Award a and was best in his year group, but an extra special

enthusiastic Mathematicians who went along
to the two-day event at the Royal Masonic

recommendation has to go to Kiya Martin in Year 8 who not only was

who achieved an award, but once again, to Ihsan and Kiya for their

School for Girls in Rickmansworth and

opportunity to enhance their Mathematical
thinking and provide an opportunity to meet

remarkable achievements as well.

with other students who enjoy Mathematics
just as much as themselves.

By Jessamy Wright Year 12

By Mr C Day

Maths

At the end of the tour we went over to the memorial area of the camp. We were given candles
and had a memorial ceremony. It was a beautiful way of ending the trip as it allowed us to
reflect and remember what occurred and how we felt. We listen to the ‘El Molei Rachamim’
also known as ‘For the Martyrs of the Holocaust’ as well as Psalm XXIII. It allowed us to
reflect and remember everything we had learned but also it felt like a respectful end to the
trip. I think without that experience it would have felt incomplete.

This department offers A-Levels in three subjects: Ancient History, Politics and Law. All students
sat mock exams in their subjects near the end of Year 12.

Law & Political Sciences

We then left that block and continue onwards following the train tracks further into the
camp. As we were walking, to both sides were the ruins of the barracks that had existed
before the camp was liberated.

YEAR 12 WINNERS:

Award Category

Name of Film

Name of Student

Best Use of Sound

Come If You Dare

Lily Arnold, Holly Martin and Rosie Smith

Best Screenplay

The Disappearance of Katie Hill

Jasmin Bains and Amy Gronmark

Best Camerawork

The Tale of Two Sisters

Gracie Caine, Amy Chandler and Tabi Collins

Best Location Work

Starburst Advert

David Benfell and Alfie Flowers

Best Editing

Break In

Toby Holden, Christopher Johnson and Ben Smith

Best Actor

Break In

Toby Holden in ‘Break In’

Best Actress

12 Abbey Road

Lucie Walker in ‘12 Abbey Road’

Best Direction

Blind Horror

Toby Lassen and Hugo Salinas

Summer Music Concert
It has been a busy term in the music
department. In addition to many successes
in the classroom we have been busy
rehearsing for our Summer Music Concert
which was held on Wednesday 10th July.
Congratualtions to all our students who
took part. The performances were of an
exceptionally high standard and well
received by the audience.

Award Category

Name of Film

Name of Student

Best Use of Sound

Xaviour

Tom MacIntyre, Josh Miller-Hall and Anna Threadgold

Best Screenplay

Sunshine To Me

Peter Banks

Best Camerawork

2185

Logan Cooper, James Ma and Ryan Minihane

Best Location Work

Outrun

Ross Bagwell, Callum Duguid and Nick Hills

Best Editing

A* Disaster

Adam Thomas

Best Actor

Tom MacIntyre

Tom MacIntyre in ‘Sunshine To Me’

“The summer concert was amazing!
It was a concert where students from
GMS show off their musical skills e.g.
singing, playing instruments etc. - I
was singing. I chose to sing flashlight
by Jessie J. It was extremely terrifying
on stage but Mr Beveridge calmed me
down. As soon as I started singing all my
nerves went a way. I was so incredibly
happy. I would like to congratulate all
the other students who performed and
thank Mr Beveridge and Miss Mapes
for putting it on.”
By Abiha Khurram 7O

Y13 WINNERS:

Best Actress

Diana Apetrei

Diana Apetrei in ‘Sunshine To Me’

Best Direction

Xaviour

Tom MacIntyre, Josh Miller-Hall and Anna Threadgold

Best Film

Sunshine To Me

Peter Banks

Author and Newsreader Sufiya
Ahmed visits GMS
Recently, we had the pleasure of inviting a living,
breathing author into the school. The purpose of
the visit was for the students to hear about the
process of writing a story, trying to publish it, and
for many students, how lucrative it is! The answer
to that question is from a book costing £6.99 to
buy, the author will receive only about 40p. The
added benefit of the visit was that Sufiya Ahmed
has worked in the Houses of Parliament, firstly as a
parliamentary researcher for the Rt Hon Stephen
Timms MP, also as Communications Advisor to the
Rt Hon Harriet Harman MP.
Miss Ahmed talked about her strict upbringing,
her father insisting that she watched the news
every night, but thus was borne her interest in
politics. After university her ambition was to find
a job that paid well so she entered the world of
merchant banking. The entry into politics gave an
outlet to her social conscience and she has been,
she said, one of those annoying people who pop
up on your doorstep at election time.
The talk was rounded off by a re-enactment of
one of the scenes from her book, the engagement
ceremony, with students dressing up in Muslim
wedding attire and dancing around the aisles. A
lively question and answer session followed with
some quite insightful questions being asked,
particularly from the Yr 7s. We will continue
to invite authors into the school to talk to the
students, as I think it is good for them to appreciate
how the whole process of writing evolves.

Thank you so much to all the Media students for your hard work and the students and parents who supported them.
By Mr D Sacre - Head of Department

Stills from the students films
Right: Xaviour

CAN YOU HELP?
The school library has a book amnesty running at the
moment. A request is sent to all students, parents, carers
and teachers to search classrooms, homes, bedrooms,
lockers and bags for forgotten, mislaid or discarded library
books.

Above: A Disaster

Above: Starburst Advert

Above: The Tale of Two Sisters

Outside the library is an amnesty book box for all library
books found. The library staff and students will benefit
form the return of all books that have ‘gone off the radar’
so to speak, no matter how long ago the return date was.
Even if they have a dried up apple core stuck to them, found
under the bed, or right in the furthest, dustiest corner.
Many, many thanks.

Above: Sunshine To Me
Right: 12 Abbey Road

Mrs A Fisher - Shool Librarian

Library News

On Monday, 24th June, at Cineworld in High Wycombe, the Media Department hosted its annual Oscars event. It was
a fantastic evening, which showcased all the amazing video projects produced by the Year 12 and 13 students this
academic year. The full list of award winners is below - congratulations to all of these students!

Music

Media

Media Oscars at Cineworld

Our Mind Up programme continues with Year 7 and they have been working on some
exciting projects this term based on charitable giving. Each form has had to organise
an event for a charity; this has ranged from a cake sale for Bloodwise Charity to an
afternoon tea at school organised for some residents from local care homes around
Marlow. The students have been fantastic at this and have shown tremendous maturity
throughout.
I would also like to thank the tutors, who work extremely hard every day with the
students; building up their conidence, developing their social skills and monitoring
their tutor groups’ attendance, punctuality and uniform.
I would like to congratulate the following students for being awarded certiicates of
achievement by their tutors this year. 7G- George Spencer, 7T- Sophie Apletree, 7MEmilia Deering, 7A- Yasmin Benaziz, 7R- Hamish Sharp, 7L- Rebecca Tinnelly, 7O- Anouk
Oldham, 7W- Alice Cogram.
I take this opportunity to thank the parents and carers of Year 7. You have been so
incredibly supportive and this has been key to the success of the year group. I have
thoroughly enjoyed being Year 7’s DOL and look forward to continuing with them into
Year 8.

YEAR 7 ATTENDANCE
Jan. to April
TOTAL 95.7%
G
96.1%
T

93.8%

M

97.1%

A

96.4%

R

96.2%

L

97.3%

O

96.0%

On the day of the event volunteers gave people
the sponges and collected their money. Other
volunteers ran stalls selling crisps, sweets and
drinks. All of these stalls raised money, too.
Overall, more than £145 was raised for this
important charity. We thank everyone for
helping this happen.
Everyone involved enjoyed the experience. The
students, who gave of their time to organise this,
learnt how to be responsible, be organised and
enjoy doing something fun that helped others.
We thank the many teachers who came and
were great sports in being sponged.
Altogether, we had a great time and will
definitely love to do it again.”

A roaring success. It was quite a cold day and some high
winds meant not all rides were available. What impressed
me was the positive spirit of the students and how they had
a good time despite the issues with rides. As always, I was
impressed with their behaviour and that they adhered to the
times of the day. This makes the trip run so much smoother.

OAPS AFTERNOON HOSTED BY YEAR 7
On Thursday 4th July in lesson 5, the Year 7s hosted a charity afternoon for residents from local care homes.
The aim of this afternoon was to join together two generations of
people from the local community in a place where they could meet
and share tea, coffee and cakes for an afternoon. The students of 7O,
7A and 7G were hosts to the visitors.
As part of the entertainment, there was a quiz and a chance to hear
several GCSE music performances.
GMS thanks all the following students, who gave their time to make
this event memorable:
Antonia Hay

Evelyn Mallatt

Anouk Oldham

Cian Hamill-Heslin

Tom Hubscher

Oliver Lewis

Arran Bligh

Milly Horan

Cassidy Dunn

Olivia Dudley

Jamie Tenant

Kim Bowler

Tilly Hanson

Josh Barnes

Rafael Quin

By Mrs S Wheeler - Director of Learning Year 7

PHASELS WOOD
At the time of writing this we are preparing for our annual
Year 8 trip to Phasels Wood. Over 180 students have signed
up and I hope they have a good time. We run this trip as a way
of enjoying a day of timetable and to recognise the work the
students have put in.

PARENTS ASSEMBLY
This event is being held on the 18th July. We will be recognising
the achievements of the year and seeing the winning hats
from the Art project. As well as the great Chocolate Giveaway.
I have seen some great progress from students, and I have
enjoyed the book monitoring which has been successful with
some of the students. The Homework Club on a Wednesday
has also clearly helped (students reluctantly agree that it
has made their lives easier)! These be back next year with a
couple of new initiatives to help students make progress

M11
Is now being run by our local Youthworker and is a restful
place for students to go and play cards or board games on a
Tuesday Lunchtime.

I would just like to acknowledge all the Year 8 students who
took part in the production of Macbeth. To say I was proud
of them would have be an understatement. They worked
incredibly hard.

Evie and Milo, in Year 7, wrote about their forms’
successful charity event.

In the run up to the event the publicity included
students going around the school telling people
about the event, and making posters to come to
our stalls.

THORPE PARK

MACBETH

YEAR 7 CHARITY WEEK

“Last week two Year 7 form groups ran a charity
event to raise money for Cancer Research. It
took us four weeks to plan, because many
decisions needed to be made on what activities
would earn money, what day it would be best
to hold it, how to best advertise the event and
enrolling all the students and teachers who
were prepared to be involved. The greatest fund
raiser was Sponge the Teacher.

I hope the student shave enjoyed this Year and
are now feeling excited about next year where
they choose their Options.
At our information evening in September, I will
be giving you all the dates and timeline for the
Options process.
Below are some Highlights from Spring to
Summer.

In general, I want to thank all the staf who can give so many
opportunities to the students. I acknowledge all the amazing
sports results both in and out of school. I also am aware of
the dancing, drama and music that the students do outside
of school. The students who help care for people and give of
their time for Charities.
I am hoping to celebrate this more next year. Community is
very important to us at Great Marlow School

KINDNESS BOX

Thank You for your support and I wish you all a happy
Summer. Enjoy it and I know like me the students will come
back refreshed and ready for the exciting challenges ahead.

The winners will be drawn in our Parents’ Assembly

By Mr S Ross - Director of Learning Year 8 & KS3

YEAR 8 ATTENDANCE
April to July

ACHIEVEMENT POINTS
Sept. to July

TOTAL 95.5%
G
93.4
T
96.1
M
94.8
A
96.2
R
93.7
L
92.6
O
95.2
W
96.1

TOTAL 11,646
G
1140
T
1675
M
1393
A
1047
R
1466
L
1459
O
1719
W
1747

Year 8 News

Year 7 News

I have been extremely proud of Year 7 this year. They have grown so much from
quiet, shy students at the start of Year 7 to confident and maturing students at the
end. I have continued to be impressed with the contributions Year 7 are making to
school life; from sports teams to creative clubs, like music and drama, as well as
their contributions to the school on a daily basis.

SUBJECT

EFFORT

PROGRESS

MERIT

English

Tre Jacobs

Oliver Beaulieu

Amelie Holder

Maths

Ben Butler

Adrian Giles

Mabel Daw

Science

Clarissa Tilbury

Christina Baxter

Sal Dunn

Art

Jeigh Pankhurst

Jimmy Beagley

Citizenship

Poppy Ungar

Kaiya Woodward

Jeigh Pankhurst

Computing

Faye Simpson

Mia Gaska

Emily Downing

Dev in Learning

Grace Blake

Sam Johnston

Louisa Saunders

Drama

Molly Saunders

Pheobe Forbes

James Hudson

YEAR 9 ATTENDANCE
Spring

French
Food tech

Owen James

Luca Novielo

Fudzy Mukombo

Geography

Oliver Beaulieu

Marshall Hall

Mabel Daw

Graphics

Rhiannon Fountain Meek

Zack Leeper

George Rackstraw

History

India Potter

William Worster

Emmalene Gentry

9T

95.9%

Music

Jack Crouch

Kris Misra

Asheligh Barber

9M

91.3%

PE

Kez Watts

William Worster

William Clayton

RM

Maria Webb

Jeigh Pankhurst

Shannon Hagan

9A

93.5%

RS

Fudzy Mukombo

Brandon Abraham

Alex Lanyon

9R

89.6%

Lily Mitchel

Annabel Milward

Molly Mcnally

9L

94.8%

9O

89.4%

9W

95.3%

TOTAL 92.5%
9G
90%

Spanish
Textiles

YEAR 9 END OF TERM CERTIFICATES -SPRING 2019
SUBJECT

EFFORT

PROGRESS

MERIT

ART

Cahrlie Brooks

Harvey Hanks

Rebecca Langford

CZ

Olivia Chillingworth

Archie Smith

Emily Taylor

DRAMA

Susie Jarvis

Jack Trigwell

Umaim Khurram

ENGLISH

Danny Eacott

Jack Avery

Sommer Gillespie

FRENCH

Viola Marengo

Maggie Bogie

Kiera Allen

Gabriele Paliulyte

Kelsie Smith

Sophia Vujasevic

HISTORY

Annabel Lewis

Freddie Parr

Sulaiman Shah

COMPUTING

Ellena Bossom

Rachel Battersby

Jake Sherwin

Amy-Lee Howard

Ole Myerson

Charlie Gilmore

Freddie Parr

Ben Coles

Viola Marengo

Sophie Towersey

Viola Marengo

Keira Allen

Kenzie Price

Gabriele Pauliulyte

Ben Senior

Viola Marengo

GEOGRAPHY

MATHS
MUSIC
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
SCIENCE
SPANISH

Chloe Sullivan

Dan Austin

Charlie Brooks

TEXTILES

Caitlyn Bannon

Nicole Clements

Sulaiman Shah

Robyn Giles

Rocco Di Monda

Noah Grottrup

DT

Sulaiman Shah

Gabriele Paliulyte

Rebecca Langford

DEVELOPMENT
IN LEARNING

Jamie Bristow

Ben Coles

-

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

The Year 9 students have enjoyed another positive term, and
now find themselves at the other end of the busy GCSE options
process, which I am pleased to confirm has been a smooth and
successful operation. All students have now completed and
received confirmation of their GCSE options, with 98% of the
cohort receiving their first choices. Students have managed
this process with maturity and responsibility, and used their
decision-making skills with clarity and consideration. All staff,
including subject teachers and Form Tutors have been exemplary
in supporting the cohort through this important time.
This term has also seen important visits from external volunteers and agencies, in a
bid to offer pastoral support to matters which are relevant and relatable to our Year 9
students at this important stage in their lives.
March saw representatives from ‘The Training Effect’ deliver the Risk-Avert workshops
- the best evaluated programme of its kind in the UK – to our students. The sessions
take an innovative approach to identifying young people vulnerable to multiple risktaking, and gives non-specialist staff the skills, tools and confidence to achieve real,
positive outcomes when working with students who may be affected by these issues.
The friendly reps, Ben and Clare, were skilled in explaining to the students about
how the reasons why people engage in risk-taking behaviours are highly complex.
Often they have nothing to do with knowledge of the related risks of the behaviour,
so this programme used an approach based on understanding why young people
make certain decisions even when they know the risks involved. Sessions saw a real
engagement from our cohort, and students were made to feel comfortable in asking
and answering questions, involving themselves in interactive activities, and being
open and honest about the pressures they are facing as teenagers. Feedback from
the day was very good, and students have since expressed a desire to delve deeper
into these key pastoral issues in their day-to-day lessons, something we can hopefully
support in the delivery of the future PSHE curriculum.
May also saw the delivery of the ‘Learn to Earn’ drop-down day, led by Jackie Bryant
and her representatives who operated under the Young Enterprise umbrella. These
workshops, which spanned periods 1-5 of the school day, provided an opportunity for
the Year 9s to understand the full range of career opportunities that are available to
them, to learn from employers about work and the skills that are valued in the workplace.
Volunteers from OV Finance were on hand to discuss their first-hand experiences of
the working world, and give advice on salaries, employment expectations and the job
interview process. Despite it being a very intensive day for the students, they engaged
well and took a lot from the resources and advice on offer.
As we near the end of this busy academic year, 152 of the Year 9 students were suitably
geared up for the PGL residential trip on Friday 12th July. We were pleased to be able
to offer this trip for another year, and enjoyed an action-packed and sunny weekend,
partaking in activities such as raft building, aeroball, ziplining and mountain biking. It
wad also a great opportunity to spend some important quality time with the cohort
I have enjoyed leading for the past 2 years, before I hand over to their new Director
of Learning, Mr Sean Wilson, in September. I am extremely proud of the students
and have enjoyed seeing them grow and progress over the last 2 years, and am very
thankful for the support that has been provided by their fantastic Form Tutors. I very
much look forward to seeing the students return (that little bit taller) in September,
and wish them the best of luck as they embark on their KS4 journey.
By Mrs K Joseph-Stewart - Director of Learning Year 9

Year 9 News

YEAR 8 END OF TERM CERTIFICATES -SPRING 2019

On the 16th May 2019, GMS appointed 69 Prefects from the Year 10
cohort. These students will take over from the Year 11 Prefects who
have just left GMS. All students were chosen for their leadership and
communication skills, which will ensure they are well equipped for the
responsibilities of being a Prefect in Year 11. It was a pleasure to see so
many parents attend the Parent Prefect Assembly and we would like to
congratulate all those students who were successful in their application.
In June, students sat their first formal GCSE English Language exams after much revision and
preparation. This is an excellent achievement and invaluable experience for their upcoming GCSE
exams in Year 11. Students also sat a full set of Year 10 mock exams in all other subjects. This
is a valuable opportunity to experience the ‘exam season’ and they will receive developmental
feedback to support their progress. We are pleased with the students’ commitment and attitude to
learning throughout their exams.
We wish students a restful and enjoyable summer break and look forward to welcoming them back
to Year 11.
By Miss F Tuddenham - Director of Learning Y10

Congratulations to the following
Year 10 students who received an
excellent Attitude to Learning in all
of their subjects in the May 2019
Progress Reports:

CREIGHTON Naimh
DE LA BRUYERE Ollie
HARDY Sophie

On Thursday the 16th May 2019, GMS appointed 69
Prefects from the Year 10 cohort. These students will take
over from the Year 11 Prefects who have just left GMS.
All students were chosen for their leadership and
communication skills, which will ensure they are well
equipped for the responsibilities of being a Prefect in
Year 11.

LEACH William
PAJOR Marta

Please visit the GMS website for more Prefect photos.

KISBEE Grace

SALINAS Lucia
SMYTH Erin
SPEIGHT Luke
SPENCER Lucy
SPOONER Immy
TALBOT Isabelle
THOMSON Bailey
WEBB Vicki
WINTER Becky

The Year 11 tutor team are moving onto different year groups and I would like to thank them for
all their hard work. Dr Brock is leaving us to relocate and has done a fantastic job with her tutor
group, Mr Wilson will be taking up the responsibility of Director of Learning
for Year 10 and I would like to them all the best in their new ventures.

By Mrs K Craig - Director of Learning Year 11

It was a pleasure to see so many parents and carers
attend the Parent Prefect Assembly and we would like to
congratulate all those students who were successful in
their application.

JAHANGIR Aysha

The revision sessions put on by teachers during Easter, Half Term and on Saturdays were
exceptionally well attended and the students themselves commented on how valuable they
had been. This is another example of teachers going the extra mile to support the learning and
achievement of students. In their final assembly, I recognised the vast amount of talent the year
group have in music, sport, drama, as well as academically. The prefects have represented the
school well, students have attended examinations prepared and on time and we look forward
to seeing them on results day on August 22nd.

OUR NEW PREFECTS

BILL Georgia
BLAKE Martha

With the GCSE exams coming to an end, year 11 students
had a fantastic prom which took place on 21st June at
Wycombe Wanderers Football Club. I am all the staff
who came to support the event and particularly to Mr
Payne who made the long trip from Wales to surprise the
students. The students had a fantastic evening and I hope
have numerous photos that they will look back on in years
to come. The Year book will be available on results day and
will be a fantastic record of their life at Great Marlow so far.

Year 11 News

Year 10 News

Year 10 have worked conscientiously throughout the busy spring
and summer terms to complete their first year of GCSE study.

Sixth Form News

It has been another busy year for the sixth form with many options and exciting
opportunities for us to experience. We would like to take the time to give you
a brief overview of some of them from the very start right until the end. All the
sections have been written by the students of the school and give an insight into
their experience.
FIRST TERM
Although I was already a Great Marlow student this didn’t
mean I wasn’t nervous to start the new year. After a week
at Great Marlow I was settled and felt little worry coming
in each day, it was then a case of adjusting to the stepup to A-level. I must admit that after a relaxing summer
it took a few days to get my head round it all, but once
I got organised and in the groove, GMS did a fantastic
job of keeping me on track. Speaking on behalf of all
the students old and new, we were all made to feel very
welcome.

DATING AT SCHOOL ?
Tutor group speed dating enables the two years to be
able to interact with one another to allow people to be
able to feel more comfortable around each other. This
activity makes the two people ask and respond to random
questions which can help students to see if they have
anything in common. It can also help to see any students
who do the same subjects as them which can be useful
if the year 12s have any questions regarding the subject,
that the year 13s can then answer. This also helps to bring
more sense of community between the two year groups,
which is the main aim of the senior prefect team this year.
This is usually completed within form time and isn’t too
long, but it is also good fun, and improves interaction.

your phone to disable any notifications coming through
to help to stop any distractions from using your phone
whilst driving (using your phone while driving now will
mean that your licence will be automatically taken away if
caught so PLEASE do not use your phone and drive).

INTERACT
Interact is the Great Marlow School Junior Rotary Club,
whose aim is to raise money for chosen charities of the
students’ choice. On Tuesday 21st May, the previous
leaders of Interact, Humaira and Ellisse, passed over the
roles with the customary handing over of the Rotary Club
Medals to Bushra and Isobel. Throughout the year the club
has run numerous fundraising activities such as cake sales
and selling ice lollies at Sports Day. This year the Interact
Club raised around £450 which was split between the
three charities - Kyrece’s Legacy, Buckinghamshire Mind
and The Epilepsy Society. The club meets every week
along with Jo and Peter from the Rotary Club. They help
to mentor and support the students so they can achieve
their aims. Interact have touched the hearts and helped
so many people already and are looking forward to doing
the same next year.

BACK TO PRIMARY SCHOOL

UCAS Trip

The literacy support scheme with local primary schools
is a great way for you to gain experience in working
with kids, and amazing work experience to be able to
put on your personal statements when you begin to
apply to universities. Millie Bogie went to Foxes Piece
and has thoroughly enjoyed it. The experience has been
incredibly rewarding, by watching a class of children
learn to read and write better, more and more each
week. Each week you will have to sacrifice either a free
5th period or a double free period to be able to go to a
designated primary school. You will work alongside the
teachers and the teaching assistants, helping the children
to learn how to write sentences, how to sound out words
properly, help them to gain better reading skills and
most importantly ensure that every child is happy. You
will gain great experience, which can help if you want to
become a teacher or a childminder or anything else that
works in the field of children. It is great fun and highly
recommended, there are only limited spaces so apply
quickly for this amazing opportunity.

On Friday the 21st June the whole of year 12 had the
opportunity to take a break from their mocks and visit
Bedfordshire University for the 2019 UCAS Exhibition.
The aim of the trip was to allow us as students to think
about our options after finishing sixth form. With over
152 exhibitors there was something for everyone to go
and see. We were all able to find out what life is like at
university, and ask current students from a range of
universities what it’s really like to study a certain subject.
Additionally, many students attended subject specific
seminars which help to give a broad overview of the
careers, courses and options available with that choice.
At the end of the day many students came back to school
with prospectuses, university pens and bags and leaflets,
but most importantly heaps of ideas of what they could
do in the future. It was a very successful trip thanks to Mr
Hollyman, Miss Jones, Mr Sacre and Mrs Pugsley.

PROGRESS GRADES
Each half term students received a set of progress grades,
giving them a prediction or an indication of what teachers
think they will achieve in Year 13. Obviously these are just
indications but are still something to motivate students
to work hard towards, as also on this card are their end
of year 13 targets. Over time students will aim to get
as close these grades as possible and hopefully exceed
them, having tried their absolute hardest. These grades
are in the form of A, B, C… and 1,2,3 with 1 being high, 2
being secured, 3 being low.

MOCK EXAMS
RED OR YELLOW

Mock exams ran for a fortnight and were a fantastic
opportunity for Year 12s to get a taste of what they
will experience in under a year’s time. Whether or not
these two weeks were to showcase hard work or to use
as a lesson, each and every student will have gained
something from these exams and can go into next year
feeling accomplished and ready to tackle the next set of
mocks and indeed the inevitable real exams.

Throughout the year, each week on a Monday, year
12 students were handed a yellow or a pink timetable
(corresponding to the week number). First of all they
must write in their lessons and plan what they will do in
their free periods. This turned out to increase productivity
as in the transition between year 11 and 12, students find
themselves with an extra 26 free periods per fortnight,
which without planning could easily be wasted. This
card really helped people to utilise all their free time,
potentially allowing students more freedom outside of
school.

HEAD BOY AND HEAD GIRL
APPLICATION PROCESS

SAFE DRIVE, STAY ALIVE

YOUNG ENTERPRISE

As everyone turns 17, the first thought is usually DRIVING!
Yet as we all know there are many dangers, especially for
first time drivers. The Safe Drive Stay Alive presentation
allows people to be able to become fully aware of these
dangers, to help and try minimise any issues occurring.
This really touches at your emotions as real-life victims
come to tell you their story. This is incredibly important
to attend, and is highly recommended for you, and your
safety. This is usually within the school day to make sure
that a maximum number of students can attend and is
shown at the Wycombe Swan theatre. You are also gifted
with a case for your phone, this case cuts off any service on

Young Enterprise was a fantastic opportunity for Year 12 to
get involved with the creation and running of a business,
something which they may well do in their future careers.
There were hardships at first due to the size of the group,
but after roles were determined and tasks were delegated
the entrepreneurship was underway. Selling chocolate
Christmas trees at Christmas for example shows the
thought and business acumen learnt through the process
as students began to appreciate demand changes and
adapt to them. The most rewarding part however was
donating all profit to a local special educational needs
school, Stony Dean, making all the hard work worthwhile
and for a good cause.

Towards the end of the year we were notified about
the application process regarding becoming the next
Head Boy and Head Girl. Towards the Easter period if
you’re thinking about applying, it would be a good idea
to begin thinking about what you would bring to the
role. We were notified shortly before May half term, and
received large amounts of support regarding what to put
in our applications. The best applicants are short listed
for interviews, for those who receive the call up, don’t be
nervous and try to show them what makes you the best
candidate. This is a great opportunity to give back to the
school and engage in a process that will bring out the
best in you.

UCAS NEXT STEPS DAY
On Monday 8th July following the success of the UCAS trip
all year 12 students took part in a ‘Next Steps Day’. The day
started in the sixth form common room with Mr Hollyman
and Miss Jones talking about the UCAS Process and our
options for after sixth form - university, getting a job or
an apprenticeship, or a gap year. We then all attended 4
different workshops: student finance, apprenticeships,
choosing a course and choosing a university. Each of
these sessions was led by a guest speaker who specialised
in that area so we were able to ask as many questions as
possible. In the afternoon, we were all asked to access
UCAS to begin our university applications and personal
statements or to start looking at possible apprenticeship
ideas. During the evening our parents and carers were
invited to come and learn about the UCAS Application
and ask any questions. The day was a real wake up to
many of us that our futures are less than a year away and
we need to start preparing now, but reassured us of any
queries or assumptions we may have been having.

THE REAL WORLD OF WORK
One of the final opportunities you will receive in year
12 is work experience, something I am sure all students
would urge you to make the most of. Work experience is
a great opportunity to gain some essential life skills and
experience in a different working environment. It’s a win
win situation, you either realise what you might want to
do after education or return knowing what you completed
wasn’t in the right field of work. We would recommend
you contact employers you think you would get the most
out of working for, and follow up on it, be persistent!

We are all looking forward to a rest over the
holidays, whilst also completing our ‘keeping
warm’ activities to ensure that we return in
September fully prepared for Year 13.

By Helen Windsor (Head Girl), Jacob Wratten (Head Boy), Millie Bogie
(Deputy Head Girl), Toby Holden (Deputy Head Boy).

UCAS ‘drop-down’ day for year 12s
All sixth form students took place in a ‘drop-down’ UCAS day on Monday 8th
July where we were informed of all basic information regarding our next

The Sixth Form Team received well over forty application letters for these
positions and each one was read with great interest and pleasure by Mr
Hollyman, Miss Jones and Mrs Evans. They would like to point out the
fantastic array of skills and interests that were exhibited by all of the
applicants, and give credit to the clarity and confidence with which the
students conveyed their thoughts. It was agreed by all interviewers that
the consistently high quality of the applicants’ letters were the
best that had been submitted in recent years.
Eventually, the field was narrowed down to five boys and eight
girls, whose letters stood out for a variety of reasons. Each
student was given a fifteen minute, panel interview designed to
develop the ideas that had been mentioned in their application
letters.

steps as the sun begins to set on our time in compulsory education.
The day began with a group session where the heads of sixth form, Mr
Hollyman and Miss Jones gave a presentation along with a detailed guide
including information outlining the different routes available, how to write a
personal statement, how to apply to UCAS and more.
The year group was split into four and travelled to different sessions
throughout the day. Three of the sessions were run by staff and ambassadors
at our local University, Bucks New University in High Wycombe.
The first session my group attended was a presentation from Bucks New
University explaining how to choose the right course and university. In
this, we also talked through other options and the importance of making

EARLY BIRD BOOKING OPENS FOR BUCKS
SKILLS SHOW 2019
All secondary school-age students, teachers, parents
and carers are invited to attend the Bucks Skills
Show on Saturday 19 October from 9.30am to 3pm at
The Gateway in Aylesbury – and we’re encouraging
parents and carers to book free tickets now.

After an extremely long day of interviews and extensive
deliberation by the Sixth Form Team, a decision was reached.

the choice most suited to you. We were provided helpful links to websites

GMS would like to congratulate Jacob Wratten on being selected as Head
Boy and Helen Windsor as Head Girl. Their deputies are Toby Holden and
Millie Bogie. These students were excellent in all respects and we know
that they will perform their duties to the highest degree.

universities to ensure you find the one with the best course to suit you.

Over 100 high profile employers representing a
range of industry sectors will be on hand to advise,
inspire, answer questions and encourage students to
take part in interactive exhibits:

Next we were introduced to staff and ambassadors from Bucks New University

•

Creative industries (film, TV & music) – sponsored by Cube
Video

•

Engineering, technology & manufacturing

The standard of all the interviewees was exceptional and each student
was able to showcase their compassion, leadership, resilience and ideas
alongside confidence and eloquence in an interview situation. GMS is
very proud of all the students who applied and who were prepared to
offer their time to give something back to the school community. The school look
forward to them demonstrating these skills in their roles over the next year as
part of the Senior Prefect Team.

to take advantage of all opportunities at university. At the end we were set a

•

Life sciences, health & social care

•

Business

•

Retail, hospitality & leisure

•

Public services

alternative choice after compulsory education; the different levels of

•

Space industries

apprenticeships; how they are different to university and what they may

•

Construction

•

Plus meet education providers in the ‘next steps’ area.

By Mr O Hollyman

such as https://unistats.ac.uk/, a useful website available when comparing

who informed us about the university experience. Here we received firsthand information from graduates and current university students about how
group task to produce our idea of the qualities and characteristics the perfect
university student would have; the winning team were given a prize.
In the third session we were given information on apprenticeships. We
were informed of the growing modernity of apprenticeships as a popular

entail. At the end, we did a logo challenge where we guessed the names of
companies now offering apprenticeships - many students were shocked at

Year 13 Prom

the amount of companies of all varieties offering them. Some included BT,
Ryanair, Jaguar and HSBC.
The last session, presented by the recruitment manager of Bucks New
University, included information on student finance. We were informed
about different types of grants and bursaries and how to take out a student
loan. The session was concluded with an exercise where we discussed the
average amount of money university students spend on accommodation,
bills, food, books, travel and entertainment per week – the results took a
few of us by surprise!
In the afternoon, we all had time to register ourselves on the UCAS website
and/or National Apprenticeship Service and began to fill in some of our
personal details in order to hopefully shorten the lengthy application process!
Overall, the day was extremely helpful in opening up our minds to think about
all available options, we received helpful tools and information allowing us
to make the best decisions for our future.

A speaker programme runs throughout the day
featuring an A-list line-up, including Google, Bucks
Healthcare Trust, Flannery Plant Hire, Pinewood
Studios, Member of Parliament for Aylesbury David
Lidington, Ministry of Sound and more.
Please visit the website www.bucksskillshub.org to
book free tickets. Places are limited so book early.
Follow @BucksSkillsShow on Twitter for updates.

Careers at GMS

NEW HEAD GIRL, HEAD BOY AND SENIOR LEADERSHIP
TEAM APPOINTED FOR 2019/20

Cody McCarthy

Last Tuesday the annual Sports Awards 2019 was held
here at GMS. The hall was packed with over 150 students
and 200 parents, who eagerly awaited the proceedings
that would see 100 different awards received by the GMS
sporting community. The ceremony was also attended
by our guest speaker, Kate Richardson-Walsh OBE.
She was overwhelmed with the event, and extremely
complimentary of the PE at the school and indeed our
students. Her inspirational words will resonate with our
students and definitely encourage them to strive to
achieve their absolute best as she has, and continues to
do so.

Cody McCarthy is a natural sportsman. He
can turn his hand to any sport, and uses
his raw athleticism to excellent effect. He
has competed for GMS across the past 4
years in football, handball and athletics.
During all of his performances he remains
focused and highly competitive, producing outstanding
results each time he steps into the sporting arena. Cody is
a happy member of the GMS sporting community, and is
respected by all of the younger students who aspire to be
as good as he is at sport.

I would like to extend my personal thanks to all of
the staff and students that made the evening run so
smoothly and professionally. Their dedication, that has
been unprecedented throughout the entire year, did not
waiver as the evening was the perfect reflection of the
level of ambition and potential that prevails within GMS
sport.
We are already planning the 2020 awards, onwards and
upwards…

Grace Kisbee
Grace Kisbee is a student who has
demonstrated outstanding commitment
to PE and sport in her four years at GMS.
She has a consistently enthusiastic
approach to all that she does, and enters
into every activity with a positive mindset and bright sense of humour. Her can-do attitude is
infectious, highly motivating and has enabled her to be
an outstanding leader and teammate. Grace competes
highly in hockey, football, athletics and rounders. She
has captained the hockey team for four years, leading
her team to the school’s first regional hockey finals, and
equalling this feat every subsequent year since. Grace is a
highly respected member of the school community and a
fantastic role model, who has left younger students with
a lot to aspire to.

Immy Spooner
Will Leach

“Congratulations to all our nominees
for Sports personality of the Year
2019. It was a difficult decision with
so many talented sports people to
choose from but this year it went to
Will Leach and Grace Kisbee, Year 10. “

Will Leach has never failed to impress
the PE department in the past 4 years.
He is a model student, but also a superb
sportsman. Will has a modest demeanour
but is hugely effective and competitive
on the sports field. He has represented
the school in rugby, cricket, handball, badminton and
athletics. His passion for rugby is unprecedented, and he
has kindly helped coach the younger teams, passing on his
expertise and knowledge. In addition to his outstanding
sporting performances, he is now studying GCSE PE and
is currently producing grades well above his target!

Immy Spooner is a highly committed,
responsible and talented, yet modest
student. She has represented the school
in several activities, both in performance,
and leadership capacities. One of Immy’s
many qualities, which has led her to
be recognised as a Sports Personality nominee, is her
resilience and desire to improve. She is extremely
hardworking and has dedicated an unrivalled number
of after-school hours to improving her hockey, netball,
rounders and athletics performances. Immy exudes a
positive and optimistic aura in all that she does, who is
highly deserving of this recognition.

Laurie Sutcliffe

Emily Miskell

Laurie Sutcliffe is an outstanding athlete.
In the past 4 years, he has developed his
ability to be one of the most revered track
athletes in the county and beyond. He
has a humble approach to his sport, but
is wickedly competitive when the gun
goes off! He has captained the athletics team, and led
by example both on and off the track. His performances
this year played a pivotal role in the winning of the Year
10 boys District Athletics Championships, an amazing
achievement, which has never been seen before at GMS.
In addition to his athletics, he has represented the school
in handball, football and tennis.

Emily Miskell is a natural sporting talent,
who has progressed in numerous activities
since joining GMS in year 7. Emily
represents the school in hockey, netball,
rounders and athletics. She is a responsible
student who devotes time to sharing her
expertise with younger students, and gives back to the
PE department, by helping in leadership and officiating
roles. Emily has been a key part of the GMS hockey team,
significantly contributing to the four regional finals
that the team has achieved. Emily is a highly tenacious
competitor, which has led her to be sought after for many
of our sports teams, not just hockey.

Athletics 2019 Round -Up
The 2019 athletics season
has seen the continued huge
number of athletes take to the
track and field, determined to
further establish the growing
reputation of GMS athletics.
This year the students have
benefited from a number added
extras, to expand and advance the
athletics provision that we offer at
GMS. This has included:
Training on a full athletics track,
every Tuesday at Little Marlow.
Brand new starting blocks for
sprinting
30 pairs of athletics spikes kindly
donated by the fantastic FOGMS
Additional throwing
every Wednesday

sessions

In addition to this added training
provision, we also entered the ESAA
Track and Field Cup for the first time
in 8 years. This is a team competition
where students must compete in
one track and one field event, to earn
a total number of points for their
team. Our students did considerably
well at this event, with the interboys, junior-boys and junior-girls
teams all progressing through to the
regional round of the competition.
Although the inter-girls narrowly
missed out on regional qualification,
an individual mention should go to
Jemima Hay, who gained the highest
number of points of any athlete at
the competition!
Bolstered by their Track and Field

Cup success, the GMS teams took to
the District Championships, in high
confidence and determined to make
their mark as the most dominant
school in the district. The teams did
just that, by becoming the 1st placed
co-ed school in every single age
group, thus crowning GMS overall
District Champions.
The County Athletics Championships
saw some fantastic individual
successes for GMS athletes. Two of
our year 7 athletes managed to claim
podium positions at their first ever
athletics competition. Aislin Fitzjohn
gained a 3rd place finish in the long
jump, with Abi Forgenie going one
better and finished 2nd in the shot
putt.
Our more experienced athletes
also secured some good results.
Laurie Sutcliffe competed in the
most events out of any athlete at
the championships. He finished
1st in the intermediate boys’ 100m
hurdles, 5th in the 100m having
won his heat convincingly, 5th in
the 400m and a final 4th place in
the triple jump. Cody McCarthy
managed a podium finish with 3rd
place in the triple jump, as did Louis
Davies in the junior boys’ high jump.
Jemima Hay finished 3rd and 2nd
in the intermediate girls 100m and
long jump, respectively. This gained
her qualification for the English
Schools National Championships,
for long jump and relay.
Overall it has been a fantastic year
for GMS athletics, both in terms of
individual excellence, and team
successes. The PE department are
very excited to see what the students
can achieve in 2020.
By Mr S Goodright & Miss L Porter
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Sports awards Evening 2019

On Wednesday period 5 (the last one ever!)
all the year 12s gathered to participate in a
fun Sixth Form sports day on the field. There
were many events that took place including
a three-legged race, relay and 100m sprint.
All students got heavily involved and the real
competition came out in the house tug of war.
Many thanks to the PE staff for organising a
great send-off to Sixth Form games!
By Lucie Walker Year 12

Great Marlow School
Sports Day 2019

PE

PE

Sixth Form didn’t want to miss
out on a Sports Day - so they had
their own!

Endurance triumphed in Years 7, 8, 9,and 10. Well done to all
the students who took part.

The annual Sports Day took place on Tuesday 16th July. The
PE department were on site at 6:30am, to set up this eagerly
anticipated event on the school ield. With clear blue skies, bright
sunshine and a light breeze the perfect weather had arrived, to
hopefully accompany the perfect day.
The morning sessions saw the students do battle in all of the
traditional athletics throwing, jumping and middle distance
running events. To ensure every single student played their part in
the accumulation of the points for their house, we also incorporated
tug of war, and a rowing relay, the latter new for 2019.
Spirits were high, and there was a relaxed yet purposeful
atmosphere that was pleasantly supported by Archie Smith’s DJ
skills, as he blasted out some popular, student and adult friendly
music through the school PA system. Miss Tuddenham remarked
“this is so cool, the kids are loving it”, and to be fair they were.
All of them collectively competing to see their house crowned
champions.
As the afternoon drew closer the excitement was at fever pitch as
the whole school headed out onto the school ield to see the sprint
events, which included 3/400metres, 200metres, 100metres and
the relays. Students hammered round our freshly marked athletics
track, and there were some outstanding performances, as well as
some very very close races. This year’s compere’s Mr Pendlebury
and Mr Wilson did their level best to be heard on the PA system
over the raucous screaming and cheering from the 4 houses, who
were camped along the edge of the 100metre straight. Camped
inside the track on the straight were Warrior House. Winners for the
past 9 years! No special formula here, just the fact they compete in
all events, and with a huge amount of determination.
Race after race there was no shortage of high quality competition,
which was being thoroughly enjoyed by all that were present. The
prestigious year 10, 100 metre event, arguably the most eagerly
anticipated was won by Grace Kisbee for the girls, and Laurie
Sutclife for the boys, a good week for those two, who were also
nominees for our Sports Personality of the Year award. By the
time all of the relays were done, an exhausted ield of competitors
and supporters were keen to hear the results, and it was clear the
reigning champions for 9 consecutive years had been pushed and
pushed by the other 3 houses.
Overall, the event was hugely enjoyable by all that took part,
supported, and facilitated. As a department we were impressed
with student performances and the sense of school spirit that was
signiicantly present on the day. New winners in every year group
was a surprise, but also welcome. Congratulations to Endurance
who won in year 7, 8, 9 and 10
By Mr S Goodright

Photos of Sports Day
can be viewed on
the School website

BOYS RECORDS UPDATED JULY 2019
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WORLD
RECORDS

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

9.58s
Bolt
2009

K Woolridge
13.0s
Handycross 1999

Reese Wing
12.07s
Marlow 2015

George Vaughan
11.95s
District Athletics 2016

19.19s
Bolt
2009
43.03s
Van Niekerk
2016
1:40.9 mins
Rudisha
2012
3:26 mins
El Guerrouj
1998
98.48m
Zelezny
1996
23.12m
Barnes
1990
74.08m
Schult
1986
8.95m
Powell
1991
18.29m
Edwards
1995

K Woolridge
27.5s
Handycross 1999
Jacob Wratten
47.56s
Hillingdon 2014
A De Oliveria
2.34 mins
District Athletics 2016
Casper Chillingworth
5.03 mins
District Athletics 2019
Josh Barnes
26.15m
Sports Day 2019
Kyle Karam
9.44m
Sports Day 2019
Alex Matthew
25.14m
ESAA 2007
David Mantle
4.63m
District Athletics 2019
Cody McCarthy
9.02m
Sports Day 2016

Rhys Stone
25.1s
ESAA 2011
Alex Moss
41.22s
Handycross 2014
Stan Minter
2.17 mins
District Athletics 2019
Cameron Almand
04.45 mins
Hillingdon 2014
Lennie Cavendish
30.44
District Athletics 2018
Rease Wing
11.28m
District Athletics 2016
Jamie Lightbourne
26.96m
Sports Day 2019
Cody McCarthy
5.69m
Sports Day 2018
Cody McCarthy
12.15m
Sports Day 2018

2.45m
Sotomayor
1993

K Woolridge
1.49m
Handy Cross 1999

Rhys Stone
26.0s
ESAA 2010
Cameron Almand
42.22s
Handycross 2013
Alex Moss
2.18 mins
ESAA 2012
Cameron Almond
4.40 mins
Handycross 2013
C Searis
32.02m
Marlow 1974
Reese Wing
11.58m
Marlow 2015
Alex Matthew
39.74m
ESAA 2008
Peter Donkin
5.43m
Marlow 2015
Freddie Cow
10.49m
Sports Day 2019
Carl Smith & Hal Doyle
1.50m
Handycross 2013 &
Sports Day 2019

L Sutcliffe
11.10
District Athletics
2019
N Webb
23.87s
District Athletics 2016
Cameron Almand
54.0s
Marlow 2015
Cameron Almand
2.06 mins
Marlow 2015
J Southby
4.31 mins
Handycross 1987
C Searis
48.33m
Handycross 1981
Jerome Peters
12.72m
ESAA 2012
Alex Matthew
29.04m
ESAA 2010
M Johnson
5.59m
Marlow 1988
D Lewis
12.01
John Hampden 1991

Kai McKenzie
1.65m
Handycross 2013

P Sanders
1.75m
Marlow 1987

12.80s
Merritt

L Sutcliffe
12.99s
District Athletics 2016

L. Sutcliffe
12.5s
District Athletics 2018

Jevon Carter
12.72s
District Athletics 2018

36.84s
Jamaica
2012

K Karam, S Dennis D
Mantle, R Quinn
57.0s
District Athletics 2019

A Dimmock, H Denson, P
Dickson, J Carter
52.09s
District Athletics 2016

C Lindsay, G Vaughan, R
Wing, J Wratten
50.76s
District Athletics 2016

Year 10

Cameron Daly
13.45s
District Athletics 2017
L Sutcliffe
15.0 (110m)
District Athletics 2019
L Sutcliffe,
C McCarthy,
M McGinnis,
M Ellison
47.58s
District Athletics 2019

WORLD
RECORDS

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

100

10.49s
Flo Jo
1988

Olivia Fyfe
13.83s
District Athletics 2018

Jemima Hay
12.6
District Athletics 2017

Jemima Hay
12.45s
District Athletics 2018

Jemima Hay
12.49s
District Athletics 2019

200

21.34s
Flo Jo
1988

Rachel Goodwin
30.13
Marlow 2010

Jemima Hay
27.8
District Athletics 2017

Jemima Hay
26.96s
District Athletics 2018

Rachel Goodwin
28.97s
Handycross 2013

300/400

35.30s
Guevara

Immy Spooner
53.05
Sports Day 2016

Mabel Daw
48.59
District Athletics 2019

Zoe Clarke
49.28
District Athletics
2019

Bethany Osborn
47.2s
ESAA 2011

800

1.53m
Kratochvilova
1983

KT Windsor
02:32 mins
District Athletics 2016

KT Windsor
2.34 mins
District Athletics 2017

Molly Jones
2.32 mins
District Athletics 2016

Abi Clarke
2:40 mins
ESAA 2012

1500

3.50m
Yunxia
2015

Alba Braybrooke
5.42mins
District Athletics 2017

Jordanna Wetenhall
5.22 mins
ESAA 2007

Flo Braybrooke
5.35mins
District Athletics 2016

Flo Braybrooke
5.26mins
District Athletics 2017

Javelin

72.28m
Spotakova
2008

Mabel Daw
20.52m
Sports Day 2018

Mabel Daw
24.31m
Sports Day 2019

Lauren Head
27.60m
Marlow 2010

Lauren Head
31.28m
ESAA 2011

Shot

22.63m
Lisovskaya
1987

Abi Forgenie
8.01
County Athletics 2019

Sophie Knapman
8.43m
Helen Windsor
District Athletics 2016

Immy Spooner
8.08m
Sports Day 2018

Sophie Knapman
8.75m
Hillingdon 2014

Discus

76.80m
Reinsch
1988

Abi Forgenie
19.82m
District Athletics
2019

Harley Stevens
17.23m
Marlow 2015

Bethany Lowe
18.35m
ESAA 2011

Isla Griffiths
21.96m
District Athletics
2019

Long

7.52m
Chistyakova
1988

Jemima Hay
4.54m
Sports Day 2016

Jemima Hay
4.92m
Sports Day 2018

Jemima Hay
5.39m
County Athletics 2018

Jemima Hay
5.18
Sports Day 2019

Triple

15.50m
Kravets
1995

Aislin Fitzjohn
8.63m
Sports Day 2019

Viola Marengo
8.55m
Sports Day 2018

Immy Spooner
9.33m
Sports Day 2019

Immy Spooner
8.94m
District Athletics 2019

High

2.09m
Kostadinova
1987

Olivia Fyfe
1.30m
District Athletics 2018

Olivia Fyfe
1.40m
Sports Day 2019

Grace Dawson
1.35m
Sports Day 2019

Jordanna Wetenhall
1.44m
ESAA 2009

Hurdles

12.20s
Kendra Harrison
2016

Jemima Hay
12.61s
District Athletics 2016

Rosie Jones
14.32s
District Athletics 2016

Jemima Hay
12.3s
District Athletics 2018

Jemima Hay
12.2s
District Athletics 2019

40.82s
USA

A Fitzjohn, R Keyes, R
Tinnelly, R Clarke
58.12s
District Athletics 2019

J Hay,
M. Williams
G Kisbee,
K Windsor
57.2s
District Athletics 2018

G Webb, H Windsor, S
Smyth, M Jones
57.76s
District Athletics 2016

J Hay, G Kisbee, E Miskell,
I Spooner
55.52
District Athletics 2019

Relay
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This year has seen the return of GMS Sports

personal performances and respectful manner have

Colours. The colours will be awarded as Junior, half

always been exemplary, when both competing for

and full, and will be received by years 8, 10 and 12

the school and in your PE lessons”

respectively, in the end of year assemblies. They

The students who receive their colours will

will come in the form of a badge to be worn on the

represent and reflect the culture and ethos that we

student blazer and will reflect the following criteria.

are continually developing here in young people at

“You have been awarded Great Marlow School

GMS, through sport. These ambassadors of sport

junior/half/full Sports Colours for consistently

will serve as inspiration to younger students, who

demonstrating

will

outstanding

commitment,

hopefully

organisation, responsibility and resilience towards

to

achieve

(sport/s awarded). Across the past 2/4/6 years, your

accolades.

the

strive
same

By Mr S Goodright

Youth Sports Award at GMS
The youth sport award has now been running for a full year. The sixth form students who have maintained
their weekly support of PE lessons are on the cusp of completing the necessary hours for the volunteering
section. In addition to this, they have already organised a primary PE transition day and will be delivering a
sports day to the Foxes Piece students in reception, year 1 and year 2.
This very professional and highly organised group of students have continued to develop their employability
skills throughout this year. The students have seen this opportunity and run with it, knowing that the course
and the experiences it is facilitating for them, will equip them for now and their future. These students
have been incredibly supportive of GMS PE, and can be relied upon to help with any task, from our large
annual events to simply assisting a student in a PE lesson. Their role is integral to the smooth running of the
department and they are a shining example of the enrichment that can be enabled through PE and sport.
By Mr S Goodright

UNDER 13 CRICKET
The Under 13 Cricket Team
have an exciting year winning
with some very close games,
losing some close games and
even managed a tie. Their
results have meant they have
finished third in the district league narrowly missing
finals day by 1 point.
This year had seen an increase in the number of boys
representing the school for the under 13s and the
development through training sessions and even lessons
has helped students developing their understanding
of the game and their wide variety of skills needed for
cricket.
There

has

been

many

exceptional

performances

throughout the year including George Rackstraw scoring
his maiden 50 to win the game against Princes Risborough
and Benny Madden scoring 14 runs off the last over
including a four off the last ball to beat St Michaels.
It has been a pleasure to coach and run the under
13s this year. I would like to thank all the students
involved for commitment this year and I am proud of
their development. I will look forward to seeing their
development next summer and hopefully going one step
further by qualifying for the finals day.

UNDER 15 CRICKET
It has been an incredible summer of cricket not just for
England Cricket Team but for the Under 15 Cricket Team
as well. This incredible summer has seen the under 15s
qualify for the district final only losing 1 game against
rivals St Michaels but then getting revenge over them to

PE

PE
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It is a summer that I hope the students will remember
for years to come and they should be proud of their
achievements. It is certainly a summer I will remember
and definitely proud of their achievements. I will look
forward to seeing their development in the years to come
and you never play against them when they move in to
adult cricket.

James Hudson has been invaluable: he stepped in due to illness of another player. James
worked hard in his training, aspiring to improve and win his matches.
RESULTS TENNIS U13 BOYS
Burnham Grammar 10-2 WIN
Bourne End Acadamy 12-0 WIN

Like England with Jason Roy and Jonny Bairstow, the
Under 15s have had a formidable opening batting pair
through Jonny Yarwood and Captain Liam Hester. As a
pair, they have managed to score in excess of 450 runs
between them and have shown throughout the year
their excellent array of shots and decision making when
running between the wickets.
The outstanding efforts and hard work of all the students
involved this year climaxed with the victory against St
Michaels in the County Cup Final. Bowling first, there was
exceptional fielding from Camden Taylor and catching
from Ben Brzezicki that supported all the bowlers who
bowled excellent lines and lengths that restricted St
Michaels to 76 off 20 overs. This score was never going
to be enough with our formidable opening pair and that
proved correct. The under 15s chasing it down inside 15
overs with captain Liam Hester hitting the winning runs.

Caldicott School 8-4 Lose
Sir William Borlase 12-0 WIN
Current League Leaders (final position TBC)

Tennis U15 Girls

Under 15 County Winning Team

These girls have played fixtures that have been challenging during this round of the
teams’ tennis school tournament. Yet, they have remained undaunted: fighting hard, for
every point and as a result of this resilience and effort, there has been some successful
set wins against tough opposition.

By Mr A Higgins

Naimh Creighton and Amelie Fitzpatrick have work hard together as captains to organise
the teams and nominate substitutions when other commitments of players have arose.
RESULTS TENNIS U15
Sir William Ramsey 7-6 WIN

Tennis: U13 Girls

Pipers Corner 6-0 lose
Dr Challoners 10-2 lose

In Key Stage 3 there has been a significant uptake in tennis and as a result
there have been more tennis matches with better results than in previous
years.
Sophie Apletree has demonstrated resilient performances against fierce
opposition on court; she used her power and effective movement to
dominate her opponents in matches.
Rebecca Tinnelly has developed some lethal winning shots that outwit
opponents. This skill, combined with outstanding movement and
determination, have led to some fine wins on court.
Racheal Clakre and Alice Cogram have committed many hours to developing
their serve and it is now a tremendous winning mechanism. Over the season
their communication within their doubles games has excelled, making them
a very strong pair to beat in the tournaments.

Tennis U15 Boys
Despite a rocky start for the boys, their commitment and resilience has led to
increased confidence as the season has progressed.
Ethan Paul and Ellis Delgardo, who play both doubles and singles matches, have
been victorious in most of their sets showcasing some outstanding performances.
Gabe Smyth has continued to improve his technique and movement on the court,
which has reaped benefits towards the end of the season.
Josh Dudley-Holt has been dedicated in training that has resulted in strong performances,
most particularly in the later fixtures for which he was selected.

Sir William Borlase 12-0 WIN

Dhani West has worked hard to improve the organisation and smooth running of the
team throughout the season. Becoming increasing proactive, he confirmed the players’
availability, communicated potential problems for upcoming fixtures and dealt with
those issues appropriately.

The Beaconsfield School 10-2 WIN

RESULTS TENNIS U15 BOYS

Wycombe High School 10-2 WIN

Bourne End Academy 8-4 WIN

League RUNNERS-UP

Burnham Grammar 8-4 lose

Burnham Grammar 12-0 loss

Sir William Borlase 10-2 lose

Tennis U13 Boys

GMS PE Department and the school thank all the participants for giving of their best in
this sport, it brings credit to the players and to the school. Many heartfelt thanks go to
the captains of the teams, who were responsible for organising their teams’ availability
and helping organise replacements due to illness or other commitments.

RESULTS TENNIS U13 GIRLS

The KS3 boys, who have taken up tennis, have shown a great commitment to the game. Ben
Murado, Will Clayton and Theo Besnard have played some outstanding tennis sets, within
every fixture. They have an arsenal of strong shots, that intelligently outwit their opponents.

By Miss Boddy and Mr Magnay
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The boys have worked tremendously hard and have
shown enthusiasm and togetherness to win some very
difficult matches including the semi-final of county cup
against Ouesdale where they defended 126 runs with
some excellent bowling from Jonny Yarwood and Will
Leach.

BUCKS SCHOOL GAMES

GIRLS U15A+B

The Year 7 Netball team and Year 7 Girls Football team were successful
this year, qualifying to represent the ‘Marlow Region’ at the Bucks
School Games, beating SWB and SWR in the qualifying round. The
Bucks School Games brings together the best teams in the county
to compete in a series of different competitions. The day begun
with an opening ceremony at the Stoke Mandeville Stadium, where
the students watched a series of dance routines, sung the national
anthem and listen to an inspiring speech by England Netball captain
Ama Agbeze. As the ceremony came to a close, netball and football
teams headed off to their retrospective sporting arenas.

The U15A rounders team had a fantastic season
winning some really close fought games only
eventually losing to SWB in the final. Meaning they
were placed 2nd in the district.
The U15B rounders team also had a great start to the
season, however due to the division of the draw this
predominately Year 9 team ended up playing some

U13 GIRLS ROUNDERS
The U13 Girls Rounders teams have had a very successful
summer and it has been great to see the commitment
shown many Year 7 and 8 girls week in week out. The
squad spent the first few weeks in training, working on
their fielding and batting skills, alongside developing
their tactical understanding of the game in preparation
for the district league.

very good Year 10 opponents and just missed out on
getting through to the semi-finals.
The girls have really worked hard on their fast thinking
and communication skills this year, developing their
ability to make good decisions at speed. Their use of a
Golden triangle allowed them to gain some significant
advantages in the early games, whilst accurate throws
from deep allowed the students to get the opposition
out at both 2nd and 4th base.
Their fielding throughout the 2 day tournaments was
impeccable. As well as this we have worked hard on
their ability to place the ball, when hitting, away
from the fielders (spaces not faces). This has enabled
students to gain more rounders and half rounders
during their games. The use of the backhand hit has
also proved very effective.
Well done to all students involved in the competitions
this year. We look forward to continuing the successes
next summer.

During the first week of league
fixtures, the A team came out
firing beating WHS and PRS
very convincingly, with fantastic
batting shown by Sophie Apletree,
Lizzie Megson and Olivia Letchford,
and outstanding fielding shown
by Emma Vigolo and Rachel
Clarke. The B team beat Cressex
convincingly with rounders from
Olivia Dudley and Lucy Miskell.
Next up they faced WHS where they fought hard against
a strong WHS team but couldn’t quite restrict them in
the field loosing out by 1 and a half rounders.
Week 2 saw the B team
demonstrate the skills practiced
during training, with use the
use of the backhand and good
communication between the
fielders, but unfortunately they
couldn’t quite do enough against
Highcrest or SWB A to secure a
win. The A team were confident
on their unbeaten run and cruised
to a convincing win over SWB B,
resulting in them topping their group. This saw them
progress through to the semi-finals where they came
up against SWB A. The battle of the Marlow schools to
reach the final! The GMS girls were asked to bat first and
hit the gaps well, Mia Dudley-Holt and Rebecca Tinnelly
leading the way. The GMS girls remained calm under
pressure in the field defending their total of 5 ½ rounders
and implemented the basics well, however SWB did look
dangerous hitting the ball hard in different directions.
Mabel Daw changed the game taking an outstanding
catch in the deep field to dismiss SWB star batter. This
led to a GMS victory by 1 ½ rounders, their closest game
yet. The final saw GMS face PRS who they are beaten
convincingly during the group stages. With the district
league title at stake, the GMS girls looked fierce and
eager to maintain their unbeaten run. An excellent team
performance saw them cruise to a 5 rounders victory
against PRS, crowning them district league champions.
A fantastic effort by all involved, well done.
By Miss G Muttitt

The netball team fought
throughout the day, facing some
tough competition in from around
the county, but did not give up
showing resilience and improving
as the day went on. The girls won
2 games, drew 2 games, including
one with the respective winners, and lost 3 by very fine margins. The
girls had the pleasure of meeting Ama Agbeze who took time to talk
to the girls, sign their shirts and pose for a team photo. MVP for the
day went to Rachel Clarke for her tenacious mentality, outstanding
interceptions and versatility shown throughout the day.
Year 7 Netball Squad: Abi Forgenie, Sophie Apletree, Lizzie Megson,
Rachel Clarke ©, Alice Cogram, Jess Meek, Evie Jenkins, Poppy Spence

The football team started
the day on a high, winning
their first two games of the
competition
convincingly
against schools from Milton
Keynes. Next up were
neighbours WHS, who always
proved tough competition.
After a close game, the girls ended up drawing 1-1. This
did not knock their confidence as they continued to
dominate for the remainder of the afternoon, winning
the rest of their games in style. Goals came from Rebecca
Tinnelly, Emma Vigolo and Lara Allen. The results were inGMS had won 6 games and drawn 1, scoring 20 goals and
only conceding 1. This meant they were winners of the
Bucks School Games and crowned County Champions.
Another trophy to add to the cabinet for this year! Well
done girls, a magnificent achievement! Excited to see
what next year will bring in the county cup and district
league.
Girls Football Squad: Imogen Holder, Charlotte Greening, Rebecca
Tinnelly ©, Emma Vigolo, Annie-May Rodgers, Olivia Letchford, Lara
Allen, Antonia Hay, Jess Power

By Miss G Muttitt

GIRLS ACTIVE
The Great Marlow Girls Active Group have been a true inspiration this year.
We have had GLAM leaders actively engaging in many different activities
throughout the year ranging from Year 8 to Year 10. The girls lead a Girls
Active Takeover Club every Wednesday that has run throughout the whole
year, using their initiative to design and plan sessions, always including
two options, for different sports and activities. Their aim for the club is
to encourage and promote positivity, confidence and self-belief for girls,
as well as making the activities fun. The GLAM team have worked hard to
promote the initiative around school, leading assemblies and promoting
their club to ensure consistently high numbers. They have demonstrated fantastic collective leadership delegating jobs to suit leaders with
different skill sets. They have also been involved in a number of workshops and meetings with representatives from the Youth Sport Trust
and Leap to provide feedback and share information on their own projects. Added to this the students have spoken and been filmed by
Women’s Sport as part of the YST initiative and have spoken excellently about the development of Girls Active across the school. The students
plan, deliver and engage other students in the programme, with very little intervention from staff.
During this term the Girls Active Girls have delivered a rowing session to Foxes Piece School.
The students planned what they were going to deliver, holding meetings to discuss it as
a group and then organised who would be helping on the actual day. The students were
then able to guide the Foxes Piece Girls active students in fun games and a mini rowathon.
The Foxes Piece students, many of them joining GMS in September, loved the experience to
work with our girls and are now looking forward to coming up here even more.
The girls have worked extremely hard this year
and have gone above and beyond what has
been expected of them. As a PE department
we are very proud of how the project has
developed and how far the girls have come as a group and on a personal level over the last two
years. The girls have proved the project is sustainable and have already come up with more ideas
as to how it can grow further next year to influence and inspire even more girls.
By Miss K Russell
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ROUNDERS WRITE-UP

With the training weekend and
practice expedition completed, this
year’s Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award students embarked on their
final, qualifying expedition at the
weekend, with a mixture of nerves
and determination.
The expedition took place in the
beautiful
Chilterns
countryside
between Lane End and Watlington,
with an overnight camp in the
picturesque village of Hambleden.

After a mainly quiet and fairly restful night, the
campers one by one emerged sleepily their tents.
The sun was shining and the mood in camp was
peaceful. Despite having a long and demanding day
ahead of them, the students were all in good spirits
as they made their breakfast and packed their tents
and kit into rucksacks. After a last check of their
maps, the groups set of on the homeward leg of their
expedition.
Their journeys were arduous and they encountered
hills, valleys, yet more ‘navigational challenges’ and
cows(!). Despite this, they maintained a positive
attitude and morale remained high. They embraced
the demands of the hike and all completed their
expeditions smiling and relieved.

Saturday morning started grey, wet and chilly.
However, the dreary weather soon passed and the
students were soon enjoying bright sunshine, with
a refreshing breeze- perfect walking weather. Once
they had distributed the group kit between their
team members, the expedition leaders made sure
that all participants were packed and ready for the
journey ahead, conident with their navigating skills
and familiar with the route they had planned with
their team. One by one the groups boldly embarked
on their six hour trek to the campsite beyond…….

A big well done to all of this year’s Bronze participants
for showing such strength and fantastic team spirit.
The feedback from the expedition leaders and
assessors has been great. They described this year’s
Bronze cohort as “a delight to work with”. All members
of school staf who volunteered their time over the
expedition weekend agree. The sensible, mature
way the students conducted themselves throughout
the weekend, along with their positive attitude and
enthusiasm made the experience enjoyable for
everyone involved.

Their journeys were challenging, yet enjoyable. There
were a few ‘navigational challenges’ en route (aka
getting lost!), however group by group, the weary
travellers arrived tired and relieved at the campsite.
The ‘campsite’ consisted of a ield, containing two
portaloos and one tap. Unfazed by the lack of luxury,
the students threw of their heavy rucksacks, lopped
down on to the grass, removed their boots and
sweaty socks and had a well-deserved rest before
putting up their tents and cooking their dinners.

I look forward to seeing you all next year for Silver!

When all the tents were up and all the exhausted
travellers had eaten (mainly pasta or noodles!)
everyone could relax in preparation for day
two. The atmosphere in camp was cheerful and
pleasant. With no mobile phones permitted over
the weekend, it was pleasing to see the students
organising their own entertainment, happily
chatting and playing games with surprising
levels of energy after their challenging day.

By Miss H Murray

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD EXPEDITIONS
The Bronze and
Silver Duke of
E d i n b u r g h ’s
A w a r d
expeditions took
place over the
summer term. In
May, the Bronzes
practiced
the
expedition skills
they had learnt,
on an expedition
training weekend in and around Aylesbury
and Berkhamstead. They walked for two days,
with an overnight camp in between at Green
Park Centre in Aston Clinton. The weekend
was a great success and the students were
now trained and ready to undertake their
qualifying expedition.

they encountered hills, valleys and yet more
‘navigational challenges’. Despite this, they
maintained a positive attitude and morale
remained high. They embraced the demands
of the hike and all completed their expeditions
smiling and relieved.
A big well done to all of this year’s Bronze
participants for showing such strength and
fantastic team spirit. The feedback from the
expedition leaders and assessors has been great.
They described this year’s Bronze cohort as “a
delight to work with”. All members of school staff
who volunteered their time over the expedition
weekend agree. The sensible, mature way the
students conducted themselves throughout
the weekend, along with their positive attitude
and enthusiasm made the experience enjoyable
for everyone involved. I hope their success
encourages them to continue with the award
and progress to Silver next academic year.

The Bronze qualifying expedition took place
in June, in the beautiful Chilterns countryside
between Lane End and Watlington, with an
overnight camp in the picturesque village
of Hambleden. The students’ journeys were
challenging, yet enjoyable. There were a few
‘navigational challenges’ en route (aka getting
lost!), however group by group, the weary
travellers arrived tired and relieved at the
campsite. The ‘campsite’ consisted of a field,
containing two portaloos and one tap…… With
no mobile phones permitted over the weekend,
it was pleasing to see the students organising
their own entertainment, happily chatting and
playing games with surprising levels of energy
after their challenging day.

The Silver participants
were paddling canoes
as their expedition
mode of transport.
After reaching the
required
level
of
training, the Silvers
undertook a three day
practice
expedition
along the river Thames
in May. The students started their journey in
Abingdon and successfully completed it in
Henley. They were now ready to really excel
themselves by doing their qualifying expedition
in the challenging water ways of the Norfolk
Broads.

After a mainly quiet and fairly restful night,
the campers one by one emerged sleepily
from their tents. The sun was shining and the
mood in camp was peaceful. Despite having a
long and demanding day ahead of them, the
students were all in good spirits as they made
their breakfast and packed their tents and kit
into rucksacks. After a last check of their maps,
the groups set off on the homeward leg of their
expedition. Their journeys were arduous and

We set of from school at 5pm on Thursday 4th
July and arrived in the stunning Norfolk Broads
after a four hour coach journey. The students
were quick to set up camp and after a full day
at school and a long journey, the Silvers were
relieved to get into their tents for plenty of sleep
before starting their demanding expedition in
the morning.
The students woke early and swiftly and

D of E

D of E

BRONZE QUALIFYING EXPEDITION SUCCESS

efficiently packed up
camp. Once the canoes
were loaded with kit and
their
routes
checked
and double checked, the
groups set off one by one
on the first day of their
journey. Silver participants
are expected to paddle for
7 hours each day and they
plan their own routes accordingly. This year’s
Silver cohort showed an admirable amount
of resilience and determination throughout
the expedition. They were blessed with lovely
weather for two of the
days,
which
helped
boost morale and team
spirit over the three day
journey. The expedition
leaders were impressed
with the attitude and
camaraderie displayed by

the Silver participants, despite aching muscles
and sunburn.
.

The students displayed an unwavering strength
throughout the expedition, purposefully
focusing on their task and determined to reach
their destination. Their relentless perseverance
was rewarded, as relieved and exhausted,
they finally completed the final day of their
expedition and headed home.
Congratulations to the Silvers who passed their
qualifying expedition with excellent feedback
from the expedition leaders. They are a credit to
Great Marlow School. Next?...... Gold!

Have you ever thought …
If only I knew then
What I know now…?
Now you can help in a really practical way.

By Miss H Murray

We’re looking for volunteers to work in a structured way with families in your
area who are struggling to parent children under 8.
CONGRATULATIONS TO JACK COX

If you are interested in working with families and have experience in looking
after children, you can make a difference.
If you can spare about 3 hours a week, we’ll train you in how to pass on your
precious skills and knowledge and we’ll support you in doing a really
worthwhile job.

Drowning Prevention Week
During Drowning Prevention Week 14th- 24th June, we were fortunate
to have Carla Brown, the School Swimming Coordinator visit
the school to deliver informative presentations to our students
about water safety.
More than 700 people drown in the UK and Ireland EVERY YEAR
and many more have non-fatal experiences, sometimes suffering lifechanging injuries.
The aim of the campaign, created by the Royal life Saving Society
(RLSS) is to reduce the number of drowning and non-fatal drowning
incidents that occur in the UK every day, by promoting water safety
education in a bid to make people more aware of the dangers of water.
The students were informed about the unpredictability of the depth
of open water and the currents in the sea or rivers. Over 60% of
drownings are of people who have ended up in the water by accident,
so learning about staying safe near water is vitally important. The
students also learnt about cold water shock. All waters around the
UK are cold enough to induce the cold shock effects, even in high
summer. Studies show that people’s ability to swim in cold water is
much less than their ability in a warm swimming pool.
Drowning accidents are especially high in the summer months and
over the last few years, we have heard of too many tragedies that
could have been avoided, so reaching our young people with water
safety messages is vital as the weather warms up and the summer
holidays are here.
By Miss H Murray

SUPPORT 4 PARENTS

It’s great when there is amazing news to share. This great
news story is about Jack Cox, who left GMS two years
ago, and undertook to compete in the mammoth challenge of crossing the 80m distance from the Bahamas to
Florida on a paddleboard.
The website promoted the event, Crossing For A Cure,
and now we have heard that he did it! He succeeded,
using every ounce of grit and determination he had to
achieve this goal. By accepting this endurance challenge
he has earned an incredible sum of over $10,000.
He thanks all of the GMS community who sponsored him
for their sponsorship. (Of course, if anyone wishes to
sponsor him now he has completed the challenge, please
go to www.crowdrise.com and search for Jack Cox.) or
use this link. – Jacks Crossing For a Cure
His success has proved Cystic Fibrosis does not inhibit anyone from achieving their dream. Jack opened up about
his illness and his wish to live full sports’ life while at Essex University, by doing so he has become an inspiration
to family and friends.
Full article can be found on the school website at - https://www.gms.bucks.sch.uk/?p=23254
By Mrs M Morgan

Want to know more?
• Telephone Barnardo’s Support 4 Parents for
an informal chat on (07715) 428 690
• Email:
support4parents@barnardos.org.uk
• Or see the Barnardo’s website
www.barnardos.org.uk
•

Barnardo's 2017 | Barnardo's is a charity (216250
SC037605) and a company limited by guarantee (61625
England). Registered office: Tanners Lane, Barkingside,
Ilford, Essex IG6 1QG | VAT number 507477337

FoGMS News

FoGMS Mums’ Netball

Friends of Great Marlow
FoGMS are celebrating a fantastic year of
fundraising. Friends of Great Marlow School
would like to thank everyone who has
supported the numerous events that have
enabled them to fund:
Keyboards for the Music Department.

AND FINALLY....

Thank you to everyone
who supported the

Camcorders for the Media Department.

FoGMS SUMMER rale.

Ground maintenance cost.

The lucky winners are:

Ongoing leases for the two minibuses.
New spikes and netball kits for the PE
Department.
Many new and loyal supporters have donated
directly, participated in sponsored events,
participated in an event, bought raffle tickets,
been a 100 Club member, bought and/
or donated school uniform, or enrolled for
Easyfundraising. Every one of these supporters
has enabled GMS to grow and thrive!

Kyle Ferber - £100 cash
Ewan Milne - Wormsley

Another great sporting achievement
for Great Marlow School on Sunday:
this time not by the students, but
by the Mums of the students at the
annual Mums’ Netball Tournament.
The netball tournament has been
running for 9 years now. Originally,
it was started to encourage mothers
back to a sport they had not played
since their school days. Over the
years it has seen players return, year
after year, from various local schools,
who have now taken up netball on a
regular competitive basis.

garden visit
Georgie Rolfe - Chapel
salon voucher and
champagne
Emilia Eldridge - D and
G travel voucher
Max Bourne - Redgrave
Sports Centre
membership

FoGMS are also especially grateful to all the
helpers, who are the invaluable reason for
success. If you are interested in joining FoGMS
or being on our helpers’ list, please email
fogmschair@gmail.com

Jake Smith - Redgrave
Sports Centre
membership

100 CLUB WINNERS
The June winner of the 100 Club draw is Jo
Sproate: well done and cheque for £139 has
been sent from FoGMS.

FoGMS is extremely proud to
announce that both GMS teams were
victorious, winning both the trophy
and the plate prizes. Well done to
all the ladies, who conscientiously
trained, on a weekly basis, since
February in order to be match ready.
Thank you to everyone who helped
coordinate, coach and umpire, all
the dedicated work paid off in the
end!

Congratulations goes to Jill Hickey who has
won our final draw for this school year. A
cheque for £139.00 is on the way to her.
The Friends of Great Marlow thanks all those
who have joined the 100 Club. All the money
raised goes towards helping to improve the
facilities for children.
The website team, on behalf of all the staff
and children in the school, thanks FoGMS for
all their hard, devoted work that they do. The
impressive list of ways their hard earned funds
has helped the school is a recognition that all
their work is hugely appreciated. Thank you,
so much.

This year we had 8 teams entered
from local community schools,
including Borlase and Cookham
Dean, who were defending their
winning titles from 2018.
GMS
entered two teams into the
tournament, which were comprised
of some top notch division players
and some Mums who had not played
since school.

Running the event raised in the
region of £800: invaluable funding
towards the FoGMS fundraising
target for this year.

Great Marlow School
Bobmore Lane
Marlow Bucks
SL7 1JE

