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The arrival of the Easter break signifies the end of the second full term of
the academic year.
IMPORTANT REMINDER
ABOUT DATES IN THE
SUMMER TERM
We break up for Half Term
at 3pm on Friday 24th May.
School reopens on Monday 3rd
June.
GCE and GCSE exams start
on Monday 6th May. The
schoolday will remain on exam
timetable until the 28th June.
Year 11 leave on Friday 24th
May and the prom is on Friday
21st June.
Year 13 Prom is on Thursday
20th June.
Please note all our
important dates and
events, including
Parents’ Evenings and
Examination Timetables,
plus all letters sent
out, are available on
the website and are
regularly updated.

Don’t forget to view the online
gallery
for
photographs
relating to many of the
articles in this newsletter.

The period away from school is slightly longer this year with the Easter
weekend falling at the end of the holiday and we, therefore, do not return
to school until Tuesday 23rd April.
This edition of ‘The Voice’ showcases
some of the school activities and events
that have occurred since the last edition.
However, this is just a flavour of the
multitude of pictures and reports that
are on our school website, so do please
make sure you regularly visit the website.
I would like to take this opportunity to
publically thank all of the staff for their
effort and commitment. The students at
this school are provided with a huge array
of learning opportunities, which allows
every student the opportunity to release
their potential and achieve their very own
excellence.
For our students, this break away
from school provides a very welcome
opportunity to recharge their batteries
before an action packed summer term.
For our senior students, particularly Years
11, and 13, this period must be used
productively for revision and examination
preparation. The exam season will be
upon us very quickly after our return.
Many staff and students will be in school
over the holidays, running and taking
part in revision classes and working to
make sure that students are best prepared
for the public exams. I know that many
parents and carers are supporting their
sons and daughters as fully as they can
with encouragement, positive support
and the usual ‘taxi service’ to minimise
any barriers. This help from families is
invaluable especially as the pressure
mounts towards the exam season.
This past term, Sixth Form students have
completed their UCAS forms and made

decisions about university, apprenticeships
or work. Year 11 students have chosen
their Sixth Form subjects; Year 9 students
have made their option choices for KS4
and, as always, I am confident that the
preparation and information for students,
parents and carers has been first class. My
thanks to all the parents and carers who
have provided feedback in the surveys at
each Parents’ Evening this term. This will
assist us in evaluating, and improving,
further the education we provide and
the quality of our communication with
parents and carers.
I would like to say thank you to all the
staff, students, parents and carers of the
school, as well as the wider community of
Marlow for their support over the last few
weeks of term. In very testing and tragic
circumstances, the whole community has
pulled together collectively to support
both secondary schools in the town. The
care, compassion and consideration of
all has enabled both school communities
to cope with the incredibly sad events. I
would like to remind students that if they
are feeling low or worried, then please
talk to someone at school, or contact one
of the many external agencies we have
signposted. Parents/carers, if you have
any concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact the school to discuss, or go to one
of the many external agencies for
advice and support.
Best Wishes
Mr Kevin Ford
Headteacher

Year 12 Art & Design
Spring has come around very quickly this year… with another
term passing in a flash!
Coursework deadlines for GCSE and A level were at the end of January with
some wonderful work produced. We have had outcomes submitted produced
in Glass, stop cell animation, as an installation, in 3D relief, as paintings, in
metal work, as paper cut sculpture and as mixed media compositions. We
really do pride ourselves as a department that allows students to develop
their own creative practice and visual language.
The A-Level students have also been taking part in evening Life Drawing classes
which run monthly. These classes have developed the student’s drawing and
draughtsmanship skills. Year 12 have been working with the topic of Texture
and Micro Macro and have produced some stunning responses in clay.

Year 8 Hats Project
and Parade
The Summer term brings the arrival of
the long-awaited hat project, where
pupils from Year 8 design, construct
and present a 3D hat from one of 6
categories. Results from previous
years have been truly outstanding,
and each Summer the designs get
bigger and more ambitious with
extremely original and never-beforeseen ideas coming from pupils in this
year’s current cohort.
Once

constructed,

painted

and

embellished, the pupils will have the
opportunity to showcase their designs
in the annual Fashion Headdress
competition. This year’s show will take
place Period 5 on Monday 8th July, and
will involve all Year 8 pupils along with
an invitation for parents to come and
watch students strut their stuff down
Examples of Year 12s MicroMacro clay projects above. Year 12s visit to Londons art scene
below.
After the Easter break is our busiest
period of the year. The Year 11 and 13
artists will have their ten and fifteen
hour controlled test periods. If your
child is involved in the Art & Design
exams, and they are supplying their
own materials, please ensure they
have everything they need for each
exam.

GCSE final coursework
pieces. GCSE artwork
will be viewable in our
exhibition in the summer.

the catwalk!
By Mrs E Sillwood

Careers at GMS

Art & Design

CAREERS WEEK

On Friday 15 February, a variety of different businesses, educational
establishments and vocations were invited to attend the GMS Careers
Fair. The exhibitors ranged from the armed forces to apprenticeships,
ICT to Higher Education and Accountancy to Childcare.
The Career Fair was the culmination of a week in which all students in each year group
had discussions with their subject teachers about how their studies linked to careers
paths. In addition, each student who attended was given a preparation sheet which gave
information about each exhibitor and the chance to prepare specific questions.
All students from year 9 through to 13 were given the opportunity
to visit the thirty stands housed in the hall and the sixth form centre,
to ask questions and discuss their potential career paths with the
experts, collect information and take the free gifts made available!
The day was a great success and, for many students, provided a first
opportunity to really consider their futures.
Amelie Fitzpatrick from year 10 was asked what she felt about the event; “I think that it
was very inspiring and useful to get an idea of what I want to do when I look for jobs or
go further in education.’”
Also from year 10, Louise Larney said of her experience of the Careers Fair ‘It really helped
me because there were jobs that I didn’t even know existed and it gave me information
about them.’
We would like to thank the following companies and the representatives who attended
the GMS Careers Fair for their support and advice during this successful event:
NCS

RAF

CITB

Cobham

Softcat

Waitrose

Bisham/Serco

DP Architects

Handelsbanken

Henley College

LGP Solicitors

Army Recruitment

Bucks Health Care

Bucks College Group

Deriaz Campsie Team

Heighway Associates

Bucks New University

Mars Apprenticeships

Seymour Audit Limited

Brothers Hairdressers

GMS Child Development

Marlow Sports Therapy

One to One consulting

Danesfield HouseDanesfield

Berkshire College of Agriculture

Adult Nursing Oxford Brookes

HS2 Team Surveyors/ Eiffage Kier

Alan Spargo Limited
(Precision Engineers)

We are raising the
profile of Careers
Education Information
and Guidance (CEIAG)
at GMS as it is becoming
an increasingly
important part of
students’ education.
As a result, we
have created a new
CEIAG section on the
school’s website. To
access up-to-date
information about the
careers education and
curriculum, post-KS5
paths, work experience,
apprenticeships,
and preparation for
the world of work,
please click on the
‘School Life’ tab.
In addition, we have
included information
for parents, carers
and employers.
By Mr O Hollyman
Photos from our Careers
Day held for all students
in Years 9 to 13.

This Department offers A-Levels in Ancient History, Politics and Law.
All students took two or three papers in each of their subjects and the following
achieved a Grade A or higher in at least one of their papers:

STUDENTS PUT THEIR TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING
SKILLS TO THE TEST IN THE FARADAY CHALLENGE
Year 8 students became real-life engineers
for a day when they researched, designed
and built solutions to real engineering

•

Daniel BESWICK

•

Jodie-May DALY

•

Lauren FOSTER

•

Nick HILLS

of Joseph Legerton, Lucy Miskell, Amelie

•

Jordan LOCK

Holder, Poppy Ungar and Harry Critichlow.

•

Charlie RADWELL

•

James ROUSE

•

Molly WRATTEN

•

Kasib YASIN

The Department’s star pupil was JAMES ROUSE who came
top in all three of his subjects: Ancient History, Politics and
Law!
By Mr S Pugsley
Head of Dpartment

Science

Classics & Political Sciencs

Year 13 mock results

problems as part of the Institution of
Engineering

and

Technology’s

(IET)

Faraday Challenge Day. 36 Year 8 students
took part and our winning team consisted

This year’s challenge is in association with the James Webb Space Telescope,
but the brief for these young engineers is shrouded in secrecy to avoid
unfair preparation and research. Teams must race against the clock to solve
a real-life engineering problem, putting their engineering and technology
knowledge and skills to the test.
Natalie Clerke, IET Faraday Education Manager, said, “Students who take
part in the Faraday Challenge Days this year will experience working as
an engineer through hands-on and practical engagement with real-life
challenges relating to the James Webb Space Telescope.” “There is huge
demand for new engineers and technicians and we’re confident that this
will challenge young people’s perceptions of engineers and inspire the
next generation, by giving them an insight into the life of a real engineer,
the variety a career in engineering can offer and just how exciting and
creative engineering is.” The event aims to encourage more young
people to study and consider exciting and rewarding careers in science,
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) by using creativity, innovation
and problem-solving skills.
GMS are proud of the students who took part and of the teachers who
invested time and energy to ensure the event was a success.

Maths

By Dr L Brock

Intermediate Maths Challenge 2019
This year, we had 98 students from Years 10 & 11 compete in the UKMT Intermediate Maths
Challenge, where Great Marlow School have once again, achieved great success.
Overall, 13 students achieved the Bronze Award and 7 students achieved the Silver Award.
A special mention has to go to Charlie Martin in Year 11, who achieved a Silver Award and was best
in his year group.
However, an extra special recommendation has to go to Benjamin Woods in Year 10 who not only
was the best in his year group by achieving the Silver Award, but was also the Best in School.
We would like to congratulate all of our students who participated in the Intermediate Maths
Challenge this year and to those in particular who achieved an award, but once again, to Charlie
and Ben for their remarkable achievements as well.
By Mr C Day

YEAR 7 HAVE A GREAT TIME AT THE BIG BANG
FAIR

on! The team are already looking forward to next year’s
event!

The Year 7 cohort went to visit the Big Bang Fair held at
the Birmingham NEC on Wednesday 13th March. The Big
Bang Fair is an annual event that invites an enormous
range of companies, universities and most importantly
students to come together and enjoy the world of Science.
At the fair, our Year 7 students had the opportunity to visit
different stalls and speak to many adults working in STEM
Careers, as well as taking part in many experiments! The
fair included many interactive shows, demonstrations
and activities. A great day out was had by both students
and staff alike with many of our students wishing they
could have stayed longer!

One of our students wrote a poem to describe his day out:

We asked a few of our Year 7 students to give a review
of their day, with Evie commenting that her ‘favourite
activity was going into a huge dome of the Universe to
explore the star constellations’. She also said the day has
really inspired her to work hard to achieve her dream job
as an RAF Engineer!
The Science department would like to thank the Year 7’s
for being fantastic representatives of the School and for
their brilliant engagement with all of the activities going

‘What I did on my trip to the Big Bang Fair’
The coach journey was long but not boring –
Though the people asleep were snoring.
When we arrived, some people may have laughed,
Because they saw a Red Arrow Aircraft!
There were games and even virtual reality,
Which was brilliant! So I exclaimed happily…
‘I’m so happy I could cry!’
Even though there were not any jetpacks to make you fly.
Photos? I took quite frankly loads,
More than I have of my garden toads!
In my group was Adam, Sam and Ben.
My rating? I’d give it a ten!
By Arran Bligh, 7A

Year 7 News

Year 7 have become fully integrated into life at Great Marlow School and have
developed a real identity. I am continually proud of how hard they are working
and how well they have transitioned from Primary school students to Secondary
school students. I had the pleasure of being with Year 7 on the Big Bang trip to
Birmingham and they were a credit to the school and themselves.

Our Mind Up programme continues with Year 7, they are now starting to carry out
activities that enable them to use these skills in their lessons, around school and at
home. I am seeing more Year 7 students becoming more resilient and taking on more
responsibility and I feel that the Mind Up programme is helping to instil this in them.
I would also like to thank the tutors, who work extremely hard every day with the
students; building up their confidence and developing their social skills. We have been
running a number of competitions in form time and this term 7O have organised a
national anthems competition; each tutor group has been learning a different national
anthem and will perform them at the end of this term.
I take this opportunity to thank the parents and carers of Year 7. You have been so
incredibly supportive and this has been key to the success of the year group. I have
enjoyed becoming better acquainted with you all over the autumn and spring term,
and look forward to building this relationship into the summer term as well.

YEAR 7 ATTENDANCE
Oct. to Dec.
TOTAL 96.1%
G
96.5
T
94.7
M
97.5
A
97.1
R
96.6
L
97.4
O
96.2
W
93.0

By Mrs S Wheeler - Director of Learning Year 7

Doughnut Friday has been a great success and Forms
can win these for all sorts of reasons.
My aim is to go to Asda buy the 30 doughnuts and not
to be asked at the checkout why I like doughnuts so
much!
When we come back, we will be going to Thorpe Park
and I always enjoy this trip with the students. I, as ever
will be looking at the cohorts Progress grades and
ensure that conversations are had to ensure students
stay on or get back on track.
I will be looking at Target Groups so that students can
encourage and support each other.
I would also like to thank and acknowledge the
amazing work Mrs Wheeler and Mrs Joseph-Stewart
are doing with year 7 and 9

YEAR 8 ATTENDANCE
Jan. to March

ACHIEVEMENT POINTS
Sept. to March

TOTAL 95.5%
G
94.5
T
96.2
M
92.5
A
94.5
R
91.6
L
92.2
O
95.7
W
94.1

TOTAL 8,381
G
849
T
1274
M
952
A
806
R
1106
L
1137
O
993
W
1264

I wish you a very Happy Easter

By Mr S Ross - Director of Learning Year 8 & KS3

YEAR 8 END OF TERM CERTIFICATES -AUTUMN 2018
SUBJECT

Year 8 News

Where does the time go? It really does only
seem like yesterday we were starting in
September and here we are nearing the end of
the Spring Term.
Below are some highlights and trips we are
looking forward to

TANZANIA CHARITY
It was marvellous to receive the news that through the hard
work of Year 8 and the generosity of the school community
we raised over £1700. This secures the ongoing sponsorship
of Martha and Kelvin so that they can continue with their
education in Tanzania as well as raising much needed funds
for this small family run charity. Thank you again to everyone
involved.

BACONFOOT
The students have been involved in an inter form quiz loosely
based on Eggheads! This has been well received and in the
next Voice I will be able to tell you the winners. It is clear
how much the students enjoy competing as forms and how
competitive the Form Tutors are! For those reading this from
my previous Year Groups I think Croc- Hoc will be returning!

M11
We have started a new games club on Tuesday Lunchtimes
and students are enjoying playing card games such as Uno.
Again I really enjoy running this club and it is another chance
to spend time with students in the Year Group

BOYS READING CLUB
We have finished our second book called Payback by Andy
McNab. This was an exciting, adventurous book and the
students enjoyed reading it. I will be running another group
after Easter. This club is held after school on Friday and for me
it is a great way to end the week.

KINDNESS BOXES
Each form has created a Kindness box and next term we will
be celebrating students and staff which go the extra mile for
Year 8. I hope to be giving out many rewards through this
initiative.
We are looking forward to celebrating the end of this term
with the great Chocolate Give Away. This is where students
write on a slip of paper why they deserve an Ester Egg they
then go in a box and we do a draw. Providing the reason is
entertaining the student who is drawn wins an egg.

EFFORT

PROGRESS

MERIT

English

EMMA MERRY

OLIVER BEAULIEU

ALICIA RAY

Maths

ALICIA RAY

MIA GASKA

THEO BESNARD

Science

AMELIE SAVAGE

SARRAH DEAN

FEDERICO MORGAN

Art

ALISHA HASSAN

MIA THOMSON

AMELIE HOLDER

Citizenship

ARTHUR MCDONALD

ISAAC RINCON

MILLI GUINESS

Computing

EMILY DOWNING

JESS TARN

ABIGAIL JUDKINS

Dev in Learning

ZAC LEEPER

DANNY FARLEY

Drama

INDIA POTTER

RYAN DA SILVA

AMELIE SAVAGE

French

SAL DUNN

KAIYA WOODWARD

HOLLY EYLES

Food tech

POPPY UNGAR

FUDZY MUKOMBO

CHRISTINA BAXTER

Geography

ETHAN PRIOR

CALLUM WAKEFIELD

MARSHALL HALL

Graphics

LAUREN HUDSON

JJ WILKIE

EMILY DOWNING

History

LENNON PRITCHARD

AMELIE HOLDER

BOBBY PROWSE

Music

ARTHUR MCDONALD

HARRISON TAGGART

FEDERICO MORGAN

PE

OSCAR WHALE

ERIN KELLY

COLETTE FITZPATRICK

RM

MAL ALLICK

JAMES HADJIKYRIACOS

ED DRUMMOND

RS

LENNON PRITCHARD

OSCAR WHALE

MAL ALLICK

Spanish

MOLLY MCNALLY

COLETTE FITZPATRICK

LEWIS HARRISON

Textiles

CIARA PICKEN

ALICIA RAY

CLARISSA TILBURY

Year 9 News

The Year 9 cohort have enjoyed another successful
term, beginning with the onset and continuation
of the important GCSE options process.

YEAR 9 ATTENDANCE
Autumn
TOTAL 93.4%
9G
96.7
89.5

9M

92.2

9A

94.2

9R

90.6

9L

94.8

9O

93

9W

96.2

March saw the annual GCSE options evening, where parents were invited to receive
more guidance on the options booklet (distributed to all Year 9 students the previous
week), and have the opportunity to visit the different department areas to find out
more about the structure and content of the courses on offer. This was a very wellattended evening, with just over 80% of parents present. The students will have until
Saturday 6th April to think carefully about their option choices, and formally submit
these online.
In addition to the busy options schedule, the Year 9s have been partaking in several
other activities across the course of the term. The Duke of Edinburgh incentive
continues, with students working towards a number of activities, including residential
camping, to achieve their Bronze award. Many students were also lucky enough to
take part in an externally-hosted Science ‘Pandemic’ workshop mid-March, where they
were invited to work in groups to find the causes of an outbreak of (imaginary) Ebola.
Each student was assigned particular roles in order to solve a set of different tasks
and utilise both problem-solving and analytical skills. Feedback from the students
demonstrated that they were challenged and engaged throughout.
Year 9 Pupil Premium students took part in an exciting day-trip to Bucks New University
on Friday 1st March. This was organised with the intention of encouraging these pupils
to start thinking about their own interests and how these might relate to a university
course and fuller career aspirations. Activities throughout the day involved exploring
the qualities required to be a student at university, as well as highlighting the courses/
qualifications available, places to study and the concept of entry requirements. The
students also had the opportunity to speak to student ambassadors during a question
and answer session, and fed back that the visit was both informative and eye-opening.
As we quickly move towards the onset of the summer term, I am happy to report that
Year 9 enjoyed a particulalrly postive parents evening. This follows the publication of
the latest set of KS3 progress data, which is supported by tailored interventions from
the Pastoral tutor team, in a bid to raise achievement and ensure students are best
equipped to make progress in each subject. We will also continue our student council
panel, which has proved successful throughout Year 9 in helping to improve issues
around the school which are close to the hearts of the student body.
I am looking forward to seeing what the summer term has in store for the Year 9
cohort, and would like to thank the staff who have worked closely with them this term
for their continued efforts and dedication.
By Mrs K Joseph-Stewart - Director of Learning Year 9

EFFORT

PROGRESS

MERIT

ART

Reuban Metcalfe

Maggie Bogie

Rebecca Langford

CZ

Charlie Brooks

Rocco Di Monda

Emily Taylor

DRAMA

Joe Baden

Coco Jones

Umaim Khurram

ENGLISH

Noah Grottrup

Amelia Hunter

Sommer Gillespie

FRENCH

Mollee Westfield

Jamie Bristow

Kiera Allen

GEOGRAPHY

Noah Grottrup

Robyn Pendlebury

Sophia Vujasevic

HISTORY

Maggie Bogie

Suzie Jarvis

Sulaiman Shah

Molly Lines

Gabriele Pauliulyte

Jake Sherwin

MATHS

Connor Neville

Billy Mason

Charlie Gilmore

MUSIC

Jamie Bristow

Jenna Harvey

Ben Coles

James Tipler

Jess Taylor

Viola Marengo

Hannah Oliver

Max Bennett

Gabriele Pauliulyte

SCIENCE

Alex Holden

Chloe Sullivan

Viola Marengo

SPANISH

James Tipler

Dylan Weedon

Charlie Brooks

TEXTILES

Emilyne Essalah

Billy Ricketts

Sulaiman Shah

Monty Avery

Ruby Moss

Noah Grottrup

Jack Clark

Jenna Harvey

Rebecca Langford

GRAPHICS

Amelia Hunter

Jamie Bristow

Danny Fitzgibbon Elsherif

DEV. IN LEARNING

Ciaran McGhee

George Higham

-

COMPUTING

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
RELIGIOUS STUDIES

FOOD TECHNOLOGY
RM

Year 10 have settled in well to the first year of GCSE studies well
demonstrating a conscientious and responsible attitude to their learning.
Students are busy preparing for their first formal GCSE English Language
exams. They have sat two mock exams for the English Language papers
and are now using their developmental feedback to improve and refine
their approach to the exam they will sit later this year. We were pleased
with the students’ responsible and mature approach to these exams.
The second set of progress reports were published in February with students having 1to1
mentoring sessions with their form tutor discussing their strengths and areas for improvement.
DOL intervention is also in place for those students who require more focused support with key
areas.
Year 10 parents evening in February was well attended with 84% of parents and carers. Students and
parents were able to gain valuable feedback on student progress and areas for development. The
atmosphere on the evening was extremely positive with 100% of students and parents surveyed
stated that they felt happy, safe and made good progress at GMS.
The Prefect process is about to begin with students writing formal letters of application and the
gathering of staff votes alongside data from progress, behaviour and attendance reports. The KS4
team will then select the Prefects and appoint them at the Prefect assembly with KFO. GMS is
looking for responsible, resilient student who demonstrate good attitude to learning to become
role models and student leaders for the school. This is a privileged position and I know many
students are excited to apply for the opportunity.
Teachers, form tutors and support staff continue to work tirelessly to support both the academic
progression and health and wellbeing of our Year 10 students

Year 10 News

9T

Throughout the course of January and February, Year 9
students have been involved in departmental options talks,
delivered by subject teachers and Heads of Departments
during assemblies, registration sessions and lessons. These are
offered each year with the intention of equipping the students
with as much information as possible about the different GCSE
courses on offer, in order to make informed decisions when
the time comes to submit these in March/April. These talks
were supported by external visits from ‘Adviza’, who delivered
workshops regarding careers guidance and online ‘Kudos’
activities with all students over the course of the 8 weeks.

SUBJECT

BILL Georgia		

10O

BLAKE Martha

10W

JAHANGIR Aysha

10T

LARKIN Macey

10M

LOWE Mia		

10A

MISKELL Emily

10A

SALINAS Lucia

10R

SPOONER Immy

10W

Y10 FRIDAY FITNESS BOOT-CAMP
A group of selected Year 10’s have been engaging really well with Friday
fitness sessions. These have been challenging with a focus on HIIT training,
HIRT training, plyometric and callisthenics (bodyweight) exercises. The
students involved in the groups got a real sense of achievement from
completing the workout and supporting their team-mates. All are noticing
significant improvements in their fitness and for those of a shyer nature,
their confidence. A fantastic start, of which they can all be proud of.
The students are: Ben Arzberger, Luke Speight, Cody McCarthy, Alistair Smith,
Maddie Williams, Nicholas Roe, George Edwards, Lukman Hussain, Kyreek Graham, Tom
Riley, Katie Russell, Maisie Godbolt and Sohail Mehmood.
By Mr S Merryweather

Year 8s make a big difference to the lives
of Kelvin and Martha in Tanzania

Community News

Congratulations to the following
Year 10 students who received an
Excellent Attitude to Learning in all
of their subjects:

Congratulations Year 8, this final total for the
Tanzania Charity breaks all previous records.
The sum of money raised is testament to your
commitment to helping others and for being
organised in the way you planned and executed
the fund raising events.
Of course, without the generosity of those in the wider
school community this could not have been achieved,
so GMS thanks everyone who gave so generously.
Recognition, too, must go to the Year 8 staff who
encouraged, facilitated and gave endless time to make
the event the December highlight that it became.
The money secures the continued sponsorship of
Martha and Kelvin, as well as helping the charity to fund
further projects in Tanzania.

By Miss F Tuddenham
Director of Learning Y10

Year 11 News

Year 11 students are getting towards the last few weeks
of normal lessons prior to their examinations and are
working hard supported by their teachers. Students have
now completed the Mock Examinations and parents have
had the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress at
the recent Parents Evening which had an 84% turnout. All
Year 11 students have had their Guidance discussion with a
member of the 6th Form team and we continue the Careers
Interviews students have individually with Mrs Southon.
The final Examination Information evening is due to be held later this month where we will focus
on revision techniques that we know to be effective in helping students retain the vast amount
of information necessary to be successful in their GCSEs as well as ideas and suggestions from
our current Year 12 students.
There will be a comprehensive revision program that runs outside of regular school time and
I am indebted to the staff who are offering these additional sessions in their free time as well
as the sessions that are already running before school, during lunchtime and after school. We
have also opened the 6th Form Centre Monday – Thursday from 3-5pm for Year 11 students to
work independently using the fantastic facilities our 6th Formers have access to.
In order to give parents additional support with students going through GCSEs we have
introduced a weekly top tip sent out via parentmail and put onto the school website that focuses
on one aspect of exam preparation for the last crucial weeks in the run-up to the examinations.
Mr S Taylor has been working hard alongside the prefects to try to increase the opportunities
the students have to develop their leadership skills. He has introduced 6 Lead Prefects who are
taking on more responsibility for organising the year 11 prefect team and to make them more
visible around school, and we hope this work will continue moving into next year.

The last date in the diary that Year 11 will be looking forward to is the Year
11 Prom which will take place at Wycombe Wanderers on Friday 21st June.
By Mrs K Craig - Director of Learning Year 11

Left and above: Letters that Martha and Kelvin have
written to GMS thanking us for their continuing
sponsorships.

Round the world dream
Just recently, GMS’s Sixth Form Reporter, Louisa
Glen-Bramley, interviewed Travis Ludlow, who at
14 years old, was the youngest solo glider pilot. He
told Louisa that he started flying as the result of
an initial trial sessionbought by his father, which
has, over time, developed into a hobby. He is now
training, with powered planes, every weekend.
After having taken six of the nine CAA Private
Pilot’s Licence exams, he’s now half way through
the qualification, which he aims to finish by the
end of 2019. He believes he has spent a total of
45 hours flying and is looking forward to using his
licence for “exploration and travelling to new,

exciting places”.
Bucks Free Press, interviewed Travis’s father, who
said, “Initially I brushed this off as just a kid’s
dream, like being a fighter pilot or F1 racing car
driver, but that was five years ago and he has
not wavered from his plan in any way. I have
now decided that I will not get in the way of his
dream and will do whatever I can to help him have
everything in place, so that should this adventure
actually happen, he will be ready for take-off.”
GMS is proud of his success thus far and say “WELL
DONE”

Boys
After heading indoors for the darker winter evenings, the rugby players re-surfaced
for the second half of the GMS rugby season. Each team at year 7, 8, 9 and 10/11
respectively began their training immediately after February half term. As is now
expected at GMS the numbers were strong, and there were also some new faces
arriving, who had thoroughly enjoyed their core PE rugby experience, and wanted
to attend what is essentially a period 6 for rugby – this is what it is all about, and
the best way to improve.
The focus for all of the teams has been game management through the use of
communication and organisation. Two fundamental skills that can be used in any
sport, and indeed in any life situation. For those of you who are aware of our work
within PE, we are keen to develop the students in preparation for later life, and
sport is the perfect vehicle to deliver this. On the pitch these skills have enabled
all of the teams to control the game, and critically work as a team, and not just
larger individuals crashing the ball through by themselves. The results have
been good, and when it has come to fruition all of the teams look like a match
for any opposition. The year 8 team have really taken this on-board, and have
demonstrated how good they are, to the point that they have been able to compete

with, and at times beat the older, more physically dominant year 9 boys.
Many schools have finished their rugby at this time of year so our only individual
fixtures for all of the teams were against Chesham Grammar School. We normally
have very tight fixtures with this school, who pride themselves on their rugby
playing ability. This year however, saw GMS dominate at every age group. The year
10/11 team had a superb win which came through outstanding teamwork in both
fast moving attacks, and stone wall defence. This key stage 4 boys team have the
potential to be a very strong 1st XV for GMS. The 7, 8 and 9 teams played their
fixtures here at GMS. Home advantage clearly instilled confidence in all 3 of our
teams who played on the front foot from the start. Each of our teams were smaller
and less physically dominant, but outplayed CGS with ball in hand, and the use

of communication and organisation. Seeing the
success of the training was a huge positive for
the players, as they could see clear evidence and
results of their hard work in training.
For both the year 7 and 8 teams, there is a county
competition to enter. The year 7s have played
theirs, and I am very pleased to report back that
they remained unbeaten. Again the students
were thrilled to see all of their hard work come
to fruition, and be crowned County Emerging
Champions. The year 8 team will be attending their tournament during the last
week of term. They are feeling positive, and want to maintain their winning ways.

Girls
The PE curriculum has changed slightly this year, and there is now, by popular
demand both football and rugby for the key stage 3 girls classes. The feedback has
been positive from both the students and the staff alike. So when there was an
opportunity to enter a county tournament for the year 9/10 girls, we set about a
new rugby project for the first time in GMS history.
The first session was during January, and coincided with the snow. Unperturbed
by the harsh weather the students still turned up and were keen to learn more
about the game. As the numbers grew weekly, so did the quality of play, and this
dedicated group of girls soon became a very adept team of players who understood
how to play the game, and had the skill set to achieve some very good rugby.
As the tournament drew closer, the girls were placed in their positions, and we
began to train for specific parts of the game, which included scrummage, lineout
and penalties. The focus of the girls was outstanding and their improvement was
exponential. After 12 after school sessions they were tournament ready.
The tournament, which was held at Aylesbury Rugby Football Club, was attended
by 7 teams from across the county. Most of the teams had been playing together
for a few years, and were associated with a local rugby club. All of the teams there
were much bigger than the GMS girls, and looked as if they would dominate us
physically. However, this was not to be the case. The GMS girls were tenacious,
aggressive, organised and focused, and were clearly playing to win! Size counted
for nothing as the girls flew up in their defensive line and used textbook tackle
technique to bring the larger player to the ground. The ball was quickly distributed
to our team through the capable hands of our scrum half Zoe Clarke. Once in hand
the pace of our smaller more nimble girls was destroying the defensive lines of
the opposition. Katie Windsor and Niamh Creighton used their athleticism to find
space and gain ground, whilst the attacking GMS lines were organised and ready
to spread the ball left or right to our rapid backs. Many of the teams their struggled
to cope with this very quick and organised style of play. Furthermore, when we
did get turned over the defensive efforts to scramble back were a reflection of the
players will to win. They were quite simply outstanding. They did narrowly lose one
game, where the opposition cleverly looked after the ball, knowing GMS would rip
through them given the chance. However, after the scores were counted up, GMS
won the whole competition due to try difference. The girls had a brilliant time, and
the only negative for them, is that rugby is over until next year!
Mr S Goodright - Head of PE

FOOTBALL

Yr 7 Football

Year 8 Boys Football
Football at year 8 continues to be a popular sport for the boys at Great
Marlow with numerous boys regularly attending training. The boys have
been encouraged to play possession football this year which has led to some
inconsistencies in results however the boys showed a lot of commitment and
resilience to perceive with this style of play. As the term went on the boys
became more comfortable playing this way which led to an improvement in
results. The highlight of the term came in the team’s penultimate game where
they show composure in possession and clinical finishing in attack to beat Sir
William Ramsey 3-0.

Year 9 Boys Football
The year 9 team this term continued to make steady progress which have
been led by Mr Shea Jnr once again. The majority of the team from last year
have continued to play this season which has also helped to build on the team
cohesion and the togetherness of the squad. This togetherness came through
when they faced Chesham in the first round of the county cup they firstly
showed excellent character to battle back from 1-0 down to force the tie in
to extra time and then penalties. In the penalty shootout Fin Shaw shown
tremendous form to save 3 of the 5 penalties to help to progress them through
to the next round of the cup.
After Christmas, the boys continued to train hard and numbers of boys turning
up grew as well (hopefully a positive sign for GCSE). Their hard work was
rewarded with a 3-1 victory against a physical Bourne End Academy side. The
team showed a lot of determination and composure on the ball to maintain
possession and break down their stubborn opponents.
Next year is the start of an important two years for the boys especially those
that have decided to do GCSE PE, we are expecting the highest levels of
commitment and hard work over those two years which hopefully will lead to
further success both on and off the pitch.

Year 10 Football
It has been another successful term for the year 10 boy’s football team with
the majority of the team continuing to play from last year and with a few
additions which has meant there has been as many as 30 students out at
training
The aim this year was to retain the district league title and produce another
good county cup run. The first aim was achieved with the team remaining
undefeated all year but a loss to Hazeley in the 2nd Round of the County Cup
was a disappoint for both students and Mr Higgins who all believed they could
go far in the county cup. The style and way the students played this year has
to be applauded. They showed composure on the ball and played with a real
attacking threat resulting in them scoring an average of four goals a game.
The boys produced an excellent display against a strong Sir William Ramsey
team where they controlled the game from start to finish. The boys showed
excellent organisation in defence that led to numerous chances created on
the counter attack and an impressive 3-2 win. Another impressive result came
against Highcrest where a rotated side secured an impressive 8-0 win. It was
pleasing to see the boys that have not played too much for school settle into
their positions and display the tactics that have been practiced in training
throughout the year.
Next year will hopefully see an impressive county cup run as well as an
adventure into the national cup, something that the school hasn’t entered for
nearly 10 years.
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SPRING TERM RUGBY ROUND-UP

Year 7 footballers have continued
strive and progress as individuals
and as a unit, The team has
a core hub of 20 players of
regularly show the had work and
commitment that has and will
serve them justice. The first game
in the New Year saw us play St
Michaels, and after a rusty start
the team managed to rejuvenate
their form, with David Mantle
getting his voice, Flynn Edlin
harassing and causing problems
up front and Charlie Ricketts
being sure-footed at the back.
The end result being a 3-1 win.
The player’s willingness to work
for each other, using possession
and create chances demonstrates
the maturity and intelligence the
players have that will result in
success.
In preparation for next year, we
have had an 11-a-side fixture
against John Hampden Grammar
School. As an experimental side,
we took control of the game with
which we took advantage of.
Coming into the seconds half John
Hampden got back into the game,
some unfortunate errors from
our side, and some fantastic goal
keeping from their side meant
we had to come away with a 4-2
loss. As a friendly, it gave us an
opportunity to prepare moving
into next year, to which this team
will have potential to build on the
success this year.
With 1 more game left in in the
league against Sir William Borlase,
and the league title in contention,
it will be a tough game but the
team will be fighting for it with
their heart on their sleeve.
Mr H Magnay

This year has seen a resurgence in the number of year 11 boys playing football this year. There has
been upwards of 15 students regularly training on a weekly basis. This has led to improvement in
performances and results. This term the boys played four league fixtures winning all four with the
highlight coming against St Michaels where they won 3-0. The only blemishing this term has seen
the boys lose in the first round of the county cup against defending champions Princes Risborough.
After Christmas, the year 11s continued to show their dominance with victories against Bourne End
Academy and Sir William Ramsey. Unfortunately their unbeaten league came to an end when a rotated
side lost 2-0 to Highcrest. However, it was good to see the resilience and fight the team showed to
avoid the defeat.
It has been a pleasure running the year 11 team this year, there has been so many brilliant performances
and hopefully with more brilliant results in the summer we will see a number of boys back in 6th form
and playing 1st team for the school next year.
Overall, this year there has been in excess of 120 boys regularly training and playing football for the
school. This commitment has produced outstanding results with nearly 40 football fixtures played
with an impressive 23 wins coming from those games as well as secure two district league titles.
Football will resume after the summer holidays where all year groups will competing in district, county
and national cup competitions with the aim to improve on the 2 titles achieved this year.
By Mr A Higgins

SPRING TERM HOCKEY
Adding on from last term, GMS have now played a whopping 124 hockey matches,
and given the success of the previous term, we were very excited to see what this
one would bring. Spring term is when the 7-aside competitions take place for
the younger age groups. With many of the year 7 and 8 students recently getting
selected for their respective county squads outside of school, expectations were
high. Every single team has done us proud, and overall the teams won more
matches than they lost, with 66 wins, 15 draws and 43 losses.

U12 Girls

go into the regional tournament back on winning form. The girls had 6 groups games, where they
won 3, drew 1 and lost 2, qualifying them for the plate semi-finals. This meant a crossover with;
you guessed it, Sir William Borlase! Having beaten the SWB team the week before in their friendly
training game, the team went into the game confident, but not underestimating their rivals. With
many of the girls playing together at Marlow Hockey Club, each other’s strengths and weaknesses
were no secret. The girls started brightly, and went 1-0 up 4 minutes into the first half. They then
managed to double their lead on the stroke of half time. SWB came back fighting in the second
half, but could only reduce the deficit to 2-1. GMS marched on to the plate final, where again the
teams were evenly matched. GMS had the better of the chances, hitting the post and scoring a
goal, which was unfortunately disallowed. The game ended 0-0 but our girls held their nerve to
win the penalty shoot-out and be crowned regional plate winners!
This team has a bright future ahead of them and I am very excited to see what they
will achieve in the future.

Squad:
Rachel Clarke, Lara Allen, Alice Cogram, Annie-May Rodgers, Olivia Letchford, Rebecca
Tinnelly, Sophie Apletree, Elizabeth Megson, Milly Horan

U13 Boys
It’s not only the girls that have contributed to our hockey success this year, the boys have also
proved that they can compete with the top schools in the county. With the majority of schools
in the area only doing one term of hockey, our boys demonstrated their commitment by training
from September all the way through to March. This commitment enabled the boys to grow and
develop as individual players, and as a team. Training for an entire term with no matches, could
have turned into an irksome task, but our boys took it in their stride, working tirelessly week in,
week out, knowing that after Christmas, their commitment would be rewarded.
Having crashed out of their county round in second to last place last year, the boys
went into this year’s county competition determined to do better. Having trained
with so much dedication, it’s safe to say that the boys had improved tremendously
since they were in year 7 and deserved to finish highly. The team faced a tough start,
playing SWB in their first game. They played some of the best hockey I’ve seen from
a year 8 squad, played with pride and played with passion. Unfortunately, the game
ended 2-0, but against the reigning champions, this was nothing to be sneered at.
Boosted by this performance, the boys went on to beat Dr Challoner’s Grammar
School, John Hampden Grammar School and The Beacon School. It all came down to their game
against RGS, who had also lost to SWB. The winner would go through to the Regional Finals in
second place. Again, the boys played some outstanding hockey, and created many scoring
opportunities, including a number of penalty corners. Regrettably, however, it was the grammar
boys that came out on top, pipping the GMS team to a 1-0 win.

Having won the year 7 start of season tournament, the U12 girls had set a high bar for their first season
at GMS. As mentioned in the previous article, three of the squad had already proved themselves vital
additions to the U14 success in October and November. With this experience, along with talented and
dedicated teammates, the U12 A-team would be hard to match.

It wasn’t meant to be for the boys, but becoming the third best team in the county is an enormous
achievement, and solely down to their commitment and desire to improve. Bring on next year!

The team went through their entire league campaign undefeated, with five wins and two draws.
These results gave the girls deserved confidence going into their county round, which took place the
week before February half term. Once again, the girls proved their dominance winning their first four
games convincingly and scoring twenty goals in the process, and were crowned county champions
with a game to spare! The biggest test was their final game against local rivals SWB. The two teams
were very evenly matched, having drawn their league game 2-2, but SWB had slipped up earlier in
the day losing to WHS. As expected, the game started evenly, with both teams having chances to take
the lead. It was SWB who broke the deadlock however, going 1-0 up after a quick and well-worked
counter attack. The team talk was positive at half time, and the girls went out in the second half to
prove why they were the county champions. The girls played with grit and determination, causing
SWB to absorb a lot of pressure. GMS spent the second half camped in the SWB circle, with total
control of the game, and 90% of the possession. Unfortunately, the girls simply couldn’t convert
their chances, with the SWB goal keeper having an absolute stormer, and the game ended 1-0 to
Borlase. This meant the SWB went through to the regional finals in second place, alongside the GMS
champions.

U13 Girls

The girls spent the next month training hard for the regional finals, and in preparation, played another
match against SWB. This time, determined to win back the bragging rights, the girls converted the
chances that had gone amiss in the county round, and kept a clean sheet, to win the game 2-0 and

PE

PE

Year 11 Football

By Miss L Porter

The year 8 girls have had a great year, continuously progressing and
developing the skills they learnt throughout their time in year 7. Many of
the pupils at the start of year 7 had not played hockey, so have made huge
amounts of progress in order to compete with the top schools and players in
the county. Each player has contributed to some outstanding performances
throughout the year, due to their dedication to training, demonstrating high
levels of commitment and teamwork.
The team made significant improvement from last year’s county tournament
results, to claim a respectable 5th place. Goal keeper, Poppy Ungar, was
the team’s outstanding performer on the day, who had been inspired to
attend goal keeper training with Marlow Hockey Club, after trying it for the first time at GMS. Further
congratulations must go to Mabel Daw, for receiving most ‘MVP’ votes throughout the year and who also
made selection for the Bucks county hockey squad, along with Colette Fitzpatrick. I wish the girls the very
best of luck, moving into year 9 and 11 aside hockey. I have no doubt that the hard work and dedication
to training will continue.
By Miss E Boddy

GIRLS ACTIVE GROWS IN NUMBERS

Following the Christmas break, fixtures and
training came thick and fast. Numbers in
training remained consistently in the high
30’s, with the Year 7 and 8 numbers increasing
as January wore on into February. This gave a
large pool of talented players to use within
the return fixtures in the Wycombe League.

County Cross Country - GMS field an impressive team

Fixtures came quickly and we blitzed
through the likes of Sir William Ramsay,
and St Michaels, with the KS3 A teams
winning 15-5 altogether, and Highcrest
winning convincingly. There have been
sterner opposition such a Wycombe High
School and Cressex, though these challenges
have resulted in stand-out performances
in these fixtures. Against Cressex, the KS4
boys A team dominated them winning 10-0
overall, and against WHS the individual
performances of some of the GCSE PE players
had been outstanding.

GMS entered students at year 7, 9, 11,
and 6th form. Two minibuses headed
out from school, on the same day we
had a closure for an electrical issue. This
level of attendance and commitment
demonstrates how keen both our
students and department are to progress
and to take part in every opportunity
made available to us.
Our students worked incredibly hard on
this day, and given the competition faired
very well. We had very strong finishes in
the top 20, in all of the respective races,
which were packed with 100+ runners.
Our resident cross country star Molly
Jones finished 2nd in her race, and was
closely followed by Flo Braybrooke
in 12th place. Both of these 6th from
students were invited to represent the
Bucks County Squad at the national
finals in Leeds. In the year 7 race Casper
Chillingworth finished 10th, and Zoe
Clarke managed a 15th just in front of Alba Braybrooke who came in 17th.
As usual we were hugely impressed with
our students, who were a credit to the
department the school.

Excellent performances for KS3 in particular
have been Reilly Hudson, Alex Lanyon and
Amelie Savage. Having played limited
badminton before this year, Reilly has
excelled, showing a natural talent for it. His
skills have been developed further through
his commitment to attend training sessions
without fail, and like many others have
continually improved throughout the season.
Alex has been a consistently strong athlete,
putting in a high calibre of games, often
dominating the opposition in his singles and
double games. Amelie deserves recognition,
with the performance against Sir William
Ramsay where she stepped up to play against
the KS4 teams, played exceptionally well and
won her fixtures.

This year the annual cross country event was held at the national
heritage site, which is Stowe School. A superb setting for this
very well attended event, which boasts not only spectacular
views, but an excellent landscape for ‘proper’ cross country.

By Mr S Goodright
Head of PE

With Badminton running for 2 terms, there
have been numerous notable performance
and improvement from training from the
KS4 players. The most prominent is Sandie
Stewart, who have refined her skills and
become a lethal player, and continued
helping the organisation of teams. Henry
Gavin has shown a real talent for badminton,
becoming more dominant and skilled in
every training session and fixture, and Oscar
Ashley has played some fine games, using his
typically delicate but accurate approach.
With the last fixtures being played elsewhere
the finalised league position is yet to be
known, but no doubt we have finished high,
and provided a strong foundation for the
competitive club next season.
By Mr H Magnay

It has been a busy term for the Girls
Active leaders who have continued to
do a fantastic job running the takeover
club and trying out some new sports with
the girls like gymnastics, cheerleading
lacrosse and handball. Numbers have

remained high and the girls have also
been getting active in the fitness suit.
Summer will see a continuation of the
Girls Active Programme with more
new sports to have a go at. The Girls
Active group have been busy filming,
and being interviewed by members of
Women in Sport to promote Girls Active
and the 2019 nominations process as
former holders of the GLAM group and
leader national award.
A big shout out to all the new leaders
who have done a fantastic job of
inspiring and motivating other girls at
GMS to get involved. Thank you to Miss
Russell and Miss Zucarello with have
supported the programme throughout
the term.

GMS NETBALL- SOME OUTSTANDING
PERFORMANCES FROM OUR STUDENTS
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BADMINTON

Year 7: Won 14 Lost 5
The numbers for Year 7 netball have been exceptional
this year with large numbers attending each week. Rain
or shine the girls have shown fantastic commitment and
outstanding teamwork turning up to training and always
giving 110%. Their fantastic attitude has led to exceptional
progress by all 3 squads throughout the year. The A team
continued their unbeaten run during the spring term,
but unfortunately could not quite do enough to beat
Wycombe High in the deciding game to win the league.
This should mean the girls finished runners up, a valiant
effort for the girls during their first season. Outstanding
performances have come from Rachel Clarke, Abi Forgenie
and Sophie Apletree.
The B team put in a solid performance at the district
tournament picking up a bronze medal and finishing 3rd.
Jess Meaks and Evie Jenkins put in strong performances in
the attacking third. The C team fort hard finishing in 6th
place with outstanding performance from Lily MacDonald
and Annie Rodgers.
Thank you Jordan Lock and Mrs Meak for their additional
coaching support this season.

Above: Year 7A Netball Team District Tournament

By Miss G Muttitt

GIRLS FOOTBALL
The U13 Girls Football team have been busy
this term playing their league fixtures. The
squad have been committed to training
and gameplay, and have had some fantastic successes this half of the season. Rachel
Clarke has dominated in goal showing outstanding courage and Becky Tinelly and
Olivia Letchford have proved a threat attacking down the wing and in front of goal.
Experience year 8 duo of Becky Stevens and Georgia Price have provided the team with
control through the middle of the pitch leading to some very impressive victories. The
girls have beaten St Michaels, Highcrest, Cressex, Bourne End Academy and Pipers
Corner, and have drawn to Princes Risborough. The girls currently sit 2nd in the league
awaiting their final league game with Borlase- well done girls!
By Miss G Muttitt

Above: Year 7B Team District
Tournament 3rd Place

Above: Year 7C Team at
District Tournament

Year 8- Won 8 Lost 6
The Year 8 squad wrapped up their season with a 4th
place finish at the district tournament. Olivia Fyfe made
her debut for the A team, and Christina Baxter continued

working on the GCSE criteria during their extracurricular sessions. It has been good to see how many
students have been out at training and I am hoping this
commitment continues next year.
U15B Netball Highlight of the season
Lost 13-12 to a very competitive Wycombe High, despite
the loss in the last second of the game there was just an
outstanding team performance from all the girls.
U15A Netball Highlight of the season

KS5 NETBALL
The students have worked hard this year, gaining new
students from other schools and building a new team
with both Year 12 and Year 13 students. Wednesday
afternoons during 6th form games has given these
students an opportunity to play a range of local schools
and colleges. The girls have worked well as a new
team and have been responsible for sorting out who is
playing which games, balancing work, school work and

other commitments. Many of the other schools in the
area have commented on the quality of the team and
especially some of the students ability to shoot from
anywhere in the circle, making it hard to defend. Well
done girls for a great season.
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to dominate in the circle with great feeds in from Emma
Merry. The highlight of this half of the season for the
Year 8B team was their 4-2 win over St Michaels, with
impressive performances from Emz Spooner and Gaby
Dover.

U19 Netball Highlight of the season
3rd in District Tournament
By Miss K Russell

Beating Wycombe Abbey 16-14 in a tough game early
in the season

U16

Above: Year 8A Netball Team at District Tournament

Year 9 Won 10 Lost 4
With a busy period of games before Christmas out
of the way, the Year 9 teams finished their season in
style with wins over Pipers Corner and Highcrest. Both
squads upped their game at their district tournaments
with the A squad just missing out on the bronze medal
on goal difference, and the B squad finishing in 5th
place. Outstanding performances go to Chloe Blois, Zoe
Clarke, Georgia Pana, Maggie Bogie and Emily Brooks.

The U16 A’s have had a hugely successful season winning
all their league matches. They have been a true credit to
the school in every game showing sportsmanship and
fair play as well as a fighting spirit and determination
to win. These students have shown great commitment
to their training and have acted like a team throughout.
They have been a pleasure to work with and I am sorry
to be losing some of them as they head to different
colleges and 6th forms next year.
Results
Princes Risborough
Won 23-2
National Schools
4th in Group
St Michaels		
Won 33-4
WAS			Won 11-6
SWB			Won 15-11
District Tournament
2nd Place
GMS B			
Won 17-1
U16A Netball Highlight of the season
33-4 Win against St Michael’s as part of the league
games this season.

Above: Year 9A Netball Team at District Tournament
By Miss G Muttitt and Miss E Boddy

U13B Netball Highlight of the season
St Michael’s B winning 4-2

KS4 NETBALL
U15
The U15 teams have had really positive seasons, they
have developed as a unit and have been committed
to training in rain and shine. The teams have stepped
up from the KS3 to KS4 netball well and have been

The 16B’s have been a collection of students who have
come together this year as part of their GCSE course.
These students have worked incredibly hard to gel
quickly as a team and as a result have developed in
confidence and consistency during the course of the
season. These students were thrown into the deep end
in terms of matches as we entered them into the very
competitive 16A league this year. The students fought
hard in every games and have been a true pleasure to
coach this year. Well done girls.

Great Marlow Gym and Dance Show
Outstanding performances from hard work, dedication and some amazing
imagination and creative flair.
This year we decided to use the theme “songs from films” to show the diverse
range of songs that are used in films, from all different genres. Some songs are
more recognisable from specific films, others are popular songs that have been
used as part of trailers, background music or specific famous scenes.
Many of the students who performed in the show this year were doing so
as part of their GCSE PE course and entered a solo, pair or group dance.
These dances were choreographed from a stimuli to either tell a story or
portray a theme or emotion. Many of these students also helped with the
choreography for the dance club performances. This shows their ability
to be creative with choreography, designing dances to different styles of
music, differing abilities and different sized groups.
Over the last few years Great Marlow School has embraced a national drive
to get more girls active as part of the “Girls Active” initiative. This has given
students the opportunity to try different activities as part of a girl’s only
extra-curricular club. A group of students have also had the opportunity
to go to different workshops and leadership days learning skills they have
brought back and delivered to other girls during the school club. This has
inspired some of our students to get involved in cheerleading and dance
(as well as other activities), and has given them the confidence to enter
performances into this year’s show. We are incredibly proud of the journey
these students have come on during their time at Great Marlow School,
and it clearly demonstrates how this initiative is a success.
The students have shown numerous life skills that we as a school see as
crucial in developing them as individuals for the future. They have shown
their ability to be resilient, responsible, respectful and overall readiness
through planning and rehearsing in lunchtimes, afterschool, weekends
and in their own time away from school. The students have been a credit
to the school.
I would like to say a big thank you to the following people for all their hard
work on the build up to this event:

U16B Netball Highlight of the season

Mr Goodright as the Head of PE

Lost 11-10. Such a good team performance by all students
against a really difficult side but the commitment and
resilience the girls showed was a credit to them, and the
final result just went against them.

The PE department for their help with rehearsals and support on the
evening

A massive thank you also goes to Carol Lamming for all
her help and support with training all the KS4 teams.

Mrs Rooney for all the photography, posters and the programme
Katie Cobie from Kobika Dance for providing the mats
The ladies in the finance office
Archie Smith for all the technical support.
Mark Barlow and George for the seating and logistics of the evening

A special mention goes to the following Year 11 students: Keren Rous, Cariad Lucas, Anna
Lewis, Abi Butler, Hermione McTighe and Izzy Gardiner without whom none of this would
have been possible, they have choreographed, taught and developed all the dance club
dances. These students have been a true inspiration to their younger peers and role models
to all involved. Their dedication to this production has been second to none, as well as
balancing GCSE studies and other commitments.
I would also like to personally thank Hayleigh Hyde for her help with the choreography,
aesthetics and dance mentoring for the students.
Thank you to you all who attended the show this year and for supporting our very talented
students. We hope you enjoyed the evening. We look forward to seeing you all next year.
Miss K Russell

Year 11 Core PE –
Sport Education and
employability skills

TRAMPOLINING
Over the past term the year 11 GCSE PE
trampolining students have been working
hard to refine and improve their skills. They
have shown excellent commitment, attending
after school and lunch time sessions, which
have enabled them to develop their two
assessed routines. Students had to create
two ten bounce routines, including as many
core and advanced skills as possible. Pupils
have progressed throughout the sessions
within some key areas, including front and
back somersaults and half twist in and out
of core disciplines. Pupils have worked
tirelessly to ensure they maintain height
and clarity of shapes, as well as continuity
between the moves. The student’s hard
work has paid off with huge amounts of
progress within skills and confidence, this
in-turn has improved their GCSE PE grades
significantly. Throughout the time there
have been some setbacks with mastering
new skills, which meant pupils had to be
resilient and build confidence back up,
especially within some of the advanced skills.
The entire project has been a huge success,
and as a department we are very proud
of their work. The students are a perfect
example of what improvements can be
made with determination and hard-work.
By Mr S Goodright and Miss E Boddy

The year 11 students have continued to plan
and deliver their own PE sessions as part of an
employability project we have been running
with the core year 11 PE classes this academic
year. All of the students have now delivered 4 or
5 sessions and are beginning to really grasp the
importance of the life skills that they are having
to use to facilitate their sessions. Furthermore,
the students have become very adept at recognising what really
good practice looks like, and are now showing significant ability in
some of these skills, which, we as a department feel are integral
to GMS student development, and preparation for later life. The
project has enabled all of our students to experience the skills of
leadership, communication, responsibility, teamwork, empathy and
organisation, to name a few, and more significantly have examples
of their ability in these key areas, which they can relate to, and even
articulate about if required in an interview or writing a CV.

GMS HOST ANNUAL MIN-OLYMPICS
On Wednesday 6th March, Great Marlow School hosted the annual miniOlympics. The event has been running successfully for the last 6 years and
was attended this year by Sir William Ramsey School, The Cressex Community
School, St Michael’s Catholic School, The Chiltern Way Academy, Alfriston
School, The Highcrest Academy and Princes Risborough School. Each school
brought teams of 8 participants. The teams comprised of both able and less
able-bodied key stage 3 students, all eager to represent their schools. The
Great Marlow students involved were: Zack Leeper, Jacob Swanepoel, Sarah
Head, Jamie Tennant and Charlie Walker. These five students rose to the
challenge and had to compete against teams of 8, due to absences on the
day of the event.
To start the event in style, a troupe of our talented
year 9 students performed an exciting and impressive
gymnastic display, which everyone thoroughly enjoyed.
Following this entertaining opening ceremony, the
teams completed a circuit of activities, including
basketball shots, speed cup-stacking, hurdles and
badminton keepy-uppy. Each team spent five minutes
on each station gaining points for their team. They were
helped and encouraged by a team of 6th Form and year
10 Sports Leaders, who proved to be a credit to Great
Marlow School with their inspiring and mature support
of the younger students.
The closing ceremony was performed by Anna Lewis, one
of our year 11 students. She kept the audience enthralled
with an elegant and beautifully delivered dance routine

PE

PE

To all the students involved who have worked tirelessly to develop their 			
skills and knowledge to deliver this showcase tonight

while the scores were being finalised. Finally, Andy
Rackstraw, who provides accessible cycles and delivers
cycling sessions to young people of all abilities, talked to
the students about the challenges he has faced, and also
about the importance of inclusion for all in sports and
recreational activities. Andy presented the teams with
their certificates and announced the winning team, who
this year were St Michael’s Catholic School. They were
given the mini-Olympic shield to engrave and display at
their school until next year’s competition.
Our GMS team showed outstanding teamwork and
sportsmanship. Well done to everyone involved.
By Miss H Murray

As a department we are extremely pleased with the progress that the
students have made. Some progress has been so impressive, that one
group scored 31/35 in their assessment and were awarded a Head
Teachers Award, which demonstrates the value that this project has,
for both the students and the school.
Feedback from the students has been positive, and they are
relishing the opportunity to be in-charge. Moreover, it has enabled
the sometimes, less practically able students to have an extremely
positive experience in PE, where their ability is assessed and
progressed in a completely different context.
By Mr S Goodright

GMS SEND A TEAM TO THE INCLUSIVE ZONE
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENTS
Great Marlow School were invited to attend an Inclusive Zone Basketball tournament on
Thursday 21st March. This unique sport is played on courts split into zones, which enables
wheelchair basketball players and basketball players to play together in a squad. This was
a great opportunity for the students to participate in a new sport, organised by British
Wheelchair Basketball and Sport England.
The tournament took place at the University of Brighton, and teams from secondary schools
in the South East region were invited to participate in the event.
The GMS team played 4 games. Each game was played by a squad of 4 players, with 2

The GMS team played a great first game against the most experienced team- St Crispin’s
School, from Wokingham. The St Crispin’s squad are very fortunate to have a GB IZB player
on their team. GMS however, were undeterred by the level of skill and experience of their
opponents, and only lost this first match by a small margin. For a squad who had never
played IZB before, they soon
mastered the rules and proved to
be a real challenge to the opposing
teams. As their competence and
confidence grew, the GMS team
displayed a level of skill and
determination which resulted in
them winning their 3 subsequent
matches.
We achieved 2nd place in the
tournament-a fantastic result. All
students involved in this event
showed great team spirit and
sportsmanship throughout.
By Miss H Murray

D of E

BRONZE AND SILVER DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S
AWARD TRAINING WEEKEND

The weekend was planned to take place at
Westhorpe Farm in Little Marlow, however ‘Storm Gareth’
had other plans for our students, and with winds of up
to 75mph expected, the expedition company decided
to deliver the training as 2 separate days, rather than
a camping weekend.
On day one, the
74 year 9 Bronze
students practiced
their theory- based
skills around the
Great Marlow School
site. They learnt
about administering
first
aid
and
were also taught
emergency procedures. They were instructed on Health
and Safety requirements and correct kit and nutrition
for the expeditions. The Bronzes also brushed up on
their camp craft skills, learning how to put up tents and
cook on a trangia stove.

The 17-strong Silver cohort spent both
days at the Westhorpe site. Their first day
was spent revising and practicing the
practical and theory-based skills they
learnt as Bronze participants last year.
The second (less windy!) day was spent on
the lake in their canoes, as the Silvers use
paddling as their mode of expedition transport. Despite
the bracing weather, the
year 10 Silvers enjoyed the
opportunity to perfect their
paddling skills, instructed
by experienced paddling
expedition leaders. The
students enjoyed their day
on the lake, particularly the
capsizing drills, which are
an essential part of their
training.

After a successful six months of lessons, the year 7 students involved in
the GMS swimming scheme have all shown great progress in both skill
and confidence in the water. As their fitness and ability improved, they
were able to perfect their stroke and breathing techniques. The students
started the scheme as non, or weak swimmers and are now able to swim
up to 50m.
Drowning is still one of the most common causes of accidental death
in young people. The scheme started in September 2015, following the
tragic death of one of our Great Marlow School students. The aim of the
scheme is to give all non-swimmers in year 7 at GMS the opportunity to
learn this essential life skill.
The students learnt survival and life-saving skills. Through the scheme,
they developed their proficiency and knowledge, and all students
involved have shown tremendous perseverance and courage. The
swimmers participated in some of their lessons in the deep end of the
pool, completely out of their depth. The year 7s overcame their fears
and all made the effort to swim and tread water during these more
challenging sessions.
The swimming scheme will start again in September to ensure our new
Year 7 cohort have the opportunity to learn this vital life skill.
By Miss H Murray

JUNIOR SCULLING COMPETITION

Rowing

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
expedition season is now underway,
and the Great Marlow School Bronze
and Silver Award participants spent
Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th
March learning all the important
skills they need to perfect before
embarking on their upcoming
expeditions.

On day two, the students ventured out into the
beautiful countryside around Little Marlow and Marlow
Bottom with their Expedition Leaders.
They perfected their navigating and mapreading skills and learnt how to use a
compass, plan a route, take bearings and
measure their pace; all essential skills for
the expeditions, on which they will only be
remotely supervised.

Year 7 Swimming Scheme reaps rewards

Swimming

wheelchair users in the central zone of the court, and one non-wheelchair user on each wing.
We rotated the players for each game, as we took a team of 9 students to the tournament.

On Monday 18th March ten Great Marlow crews competed at the Junior
Sculling Competition, which was a National Event held at Eton Dorney.
The event has continued to grow in popularity, and for the first time the
organisers had to exclude a significant number of entries due to the event
being oversubscribed.

This event is a harsh test of endurance, with all crew racing over two lengths
of the Olympic course. For GMS students it marks the culmination of the
long winter training. To give some idea of the scale of this event, there were
fourteen separate divisions running from 0900 until 1600. For each division
the boats lined up nose to tail for as much as a mile, in the warmup lake.
While it is not uncommon for GMS to win medals at this event, the level of competition increases
each year and the standard in 2019 was higher than ever. As a school squad, we had four crews in
the top ten of their events and the Year 9 and 10 Boys’ Quads in 15th and 16th place respectfully, in
their very competitive classes.

Despite the last minute
format change to the
weekend, the training for both Bronze and Silver
participants was successful and enjoyed by all. Most
importantly, all students are fully prepared and
confident with their new skills and abilities for the
expeditions ahead.

The club as a whole looks very well positioned for some exciting results in the summer regattas with
competitive crews across the board from Year 9 upwards.

By Miss H Murray

By Mr F Murison

The results were as follows:J18 4x 9th, WJ18 4x 22nd, J16 4x 13th, WJ16 4x 10th, WJ16 4x (B) 10th (B
crews), J15 4x+ 16th, J15 8x+ 6th, J14 4x 15th
GMS thanks the rowing coaches and the rowing teams for being dedicated to this sport, which
means so much to the name of Great Marlow School.

Comic Relief
challenge at GMS
GMS would like to say a ‘Big
Thank You’ to all the generous
members of the Marlow
School community, who
have so generously donated
to Comic Relief this year by
sponsoring the Mt Kilimanjaro Challenge. So far
££1116 has been received: a fabulous amount of
money. The school kept the donation links open
until 7.00 pm on Monday 25th March, so GMS
hope you were able to donate.
Before completing the challenge, he explained
to the students that, not only were they raising
money for an excellent charity, they were also
exercising. Exercise improves health and fitness;
releases positive endorphins, which make people
happier; and finally, a fact that too few people
know, successfully grows brain cells leading
to greater intelligence. Information pathways
to the brain are also improved, potentially
developing a better memory. To conclude, the
students were helped to be healthier, happier
and, potentially, more intelligent, with an
improved memory capacity.
Raising money for charity while improving the
body is a win, win, win. Thank you to all the
students who participated and to all those who
have donated and will donate.

AND FINALLY....

FoGMS support
recycling scheme
Did you know that Great Marlow School sell

We wish all our
Year 11s and
Year 13s every
success in their
forthcoming
exams. We hope
you all get the
results you are
aiming for.

recyclable plastic water bottles? Why not

Keep in touch,
we are always
interested to
hear how you are
getting on in your
future careers
or in Further
Education.

bottles are ordered, they are delivered to

Remember results
days are GCE:

buy one today and help reduce the impact
of single use plastics in our oceans and
environment?
They are the perfect size to carry in school
bags and, being clear, they can also be
taken into exams. At just £3.50, payable
via ParentPay, this is an affordable way to
being environmentally friendly. Once water
students in form time. Bottles have been
designed with a space for student’s names.
As with all of FoGMS fundraising initiatives,
the money generated goes directly to the
school.
Thank you for your support.
The FoGMS Team

Thursday August 15th
GCSE:
Thursday August 22nd

The date is an important one to place on
the calendar because it is a firm favourite
with supporters. FoGMS provide bacon
rolls on the sidelines!

FoGMS Netball Tournament
- a date for your diary!
Friends of Great Marlow School (FoGMS)
are once again running their Annual
Mums’ Netball Tournament on Sunday 12
May 2019.
This is always a popular event so please
save the date!In and around Marlow,
many teams are being formed and beginning to make plans to practise for the
tournament. GMS always field a strong,
enthusiastic team, so FoGMS would love
to hear from everyone who wishes to be
involved: whether you like playing the
game, are an expert at playing the game,

or wish to give playing a go, please get
in touch. Perhaps, GMS could field more
than one team.

More details will follow. In the meantime,
if you are interested then please email
jillhickey@hotmail.co.ukNetball practice
will start very soon!The FoGMS Team

Great Marlow School
Bobmore Lane
Marlow Bucks
SL7 1JE

