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IMPORTANT REMINDER
ABOUT DATES IN THE
AUTUMN TERM
We break up for Half Term at
3pm on Thursday 19th October.
School reopens on Monday
30th October.
The 6th Form Open Evening is
on Thursday 16th November.
Year 11, 12 & 13 Mock Exams
start on Monday 8th January
until Friday 19th January 2018.
The GMS School Drama
Production on Wednesday 13th
and Thursday 14th December.
Tickets on sale after Half Term.
Please note all our
important dates and
events, including
Parents’ Evenings and
Examination Timetables,
plus all letters sent
out, are available on
the website and are
regularly updated.

For all information
aimed at post 16
students, follow@
GMS_6th on Twitter.
Don’t forget to view the online
gallery
for
photographs
relating to many of the
articles in this newsletter.

www.gms.bucks.sch.uk
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I cannot believe that we have reached half term already, the past seven weeks have
flown by, it has been as usual a very busy but enjoyable half term. To begin with I
would like to say thank you to all of the parents and carers that have attended our
Information Evenings for all of the different year groups. The attendance at each event
as per usual was excellent and I hope the evenings were enjoyable and informative,
your feedback suggests they were and we will use this to further improve the events.
The new academic year got off to a fantastic start
following another set of outstanding examination
results at both GCSE and A-level. Many subjects
delivered their best ever set of GCSE results. As
I am sure you aware 2017 was the first year of
the new English and mathematics examinations,
which are now graded 9-1, with a grade 4 being
the equivalent of an old grade C. Both English
and maths significantly exceeded the national
average for the percentage of students achieving
at grade 4 and above. English had particularly
strong outcomes at grade 5 and above. In maths
the percentage of students achieving the top
grade 9 also exceeded the national average. On
an individual level we had a student who was
one of only two thousand students nationally, to
achieve Grade 9s in English Language, Literature
and Mathematics.
The Sixth Form results were yet again very strong,
almost half of the grades awarded were at A*-B
and over two thirds of grades A*-C.
On our return in September, the students and
staff were able to use our new stunning two storey
block adjacent to the school hall, containing 7
new classrooms and the new school entrance.
This follows on from the new performing arts
accommodation opened during the summer term.
We are in the midst of further building work but
this will be completed at the end of February. The
remaining building work will widen one of the
oldest corridors in the school, increase the number
of car parking spaces and very importantly double
the size of the dining facilities for students. In
addition, we have taken the opportunity to
improve the school site security by enhancing our
CCTV coverage, perimeter fencing and installing
new school gates at the top of the school drive.
Over the past five years, £9 million has been

invested in the facilities at this school. This is not
money that has been simply given to the school
but is money that the Governors and Leaders in
this school have worked incredibly hard to obtain
from a variety of sources. All for the benefit of
the students who attend the school, our partner
schools and the wider community outside of
school hours.
Following all this building work, this September
the new Year 7 students were not the only ones
getting lost as they moved around the school
during the first few days, students in all year
groups and staff had to think twice about where
they were heading. I am delighted to say that the
new Year 7 students very quickly they found their
way around the school and have settled in to life
at GMS extremely well.
As I have written and said before, education is,
we believe, about developing the confidence
of whole child and we are proud of the way we
do it, inside and outside the classroom. Our
commitment to these principles could not be more
clearly demonstrated than by the first weekend
of this half term holiday. We have three different
subject areas leading educational activities for
students in three different European cities, the
languages department are in Barcelona, the Art
department are in Venice and there is a group of
students with the Design Technology department
in Paris. I am certain that they will all of have
extremely enjoyable and enriching experiences.
To finish, I would like to wish you all a
very enjoyable October half term.
Best wishes
Kevin Ford
Headteacher

Art & Design

GCSE Year 1 trip to
Borough Market
On Friday 22nd of September,
the Art Department took their
newly signed up group of Year
10 GCSE students to The Tate
Modern gallery and Borough
Market in London.

Venice
The Art & Design Department have organised an exciting
trip to the famous city of Venice to take place during the
forthcoming half term.
Venice is a city of outstanding beauty that will inspire our GCSE and A-Level
Artists. Contemporary through to Renaissance art is to be found in the
museums, churches and major historical buildings of this unique city.
GMS students will be exposed to one of the greatest cultural experiences
a school can offer, and we thank Mrs Sillwood and the other art staff for
organising this.
Please see the next issue of the Voice for an update on our Artistic Adventures!

Excellent A-Level & GCSE Results
With half a term of the new academic year already gone; it
feels like a very long time since August when students were
opening their results.
The Art department yet again achieved wonderful results at both GCSE and
A-Level.
At A-Level 100% achieved A*-B grades rivalling some of the best schools and
colleges in the country.
One notable achievement was Ben Elliott who was assessed as ‘exceptional
ability’ at A-Level, equivalent to that of degree standard. We wish all the
A-Level students with their plans for continued study and we look forward to
hearing of their achievements in the years to come.
At GCSE students achieved 76.5% A*-C, students should be enormously proud
of their commitment, hard work and achievement in a time where expectations
from the exam boards rise year on year.

Also coming up:
Life Drawing classes will commence on 30th November for A-Level students in
the Art studios and this year will be open to parents and the public!
More information will follow on the website after half term.

This is a well established trip,
that all the students thoroughly
enjoy because it gives them
access to artworks of the highest
distinction and importance at
the gallery, broadening the
students’ cultural understanding
which is so important at GCSE.
After the gallery we took a short
walk along the South bank past
the Millennium bridge with
views of St Paul’s cathedral,
Shakespeare’s
Globe theatre
and The Golden Hind galleon;
the vessel used by Sir Francis
Drake.
Arriving at the market the
students were immediately
immersed in the sensory delights
of a vibrant and bustling London
market. Borough Market is an
ideal place to observe and record
the different cultural food and
drink on sale there, which are
then used to develop ideas back
in the classroom. The market,
close to London Bridge, was
buzzing with vitality the day the
school visited. As the students
soaked up the atmosphere they
were challenged to find and
photograph examples of vibrant
and exciting wears to support a
chosen theme. Students were
reminded to pay close attention
to colour, texture and subject
matter. The follow up work in
the classroom will become the
foundation of their coursework
in Year 10.
By Mrs E Sillwood
Head of Art

The level 3 CACHE Childcare and Education is a 2 year long course which
requires you to work 3 days at school doing various pieces of coursework,
the other 2 days we are on placement at Nursery. Here we are able to get a
real experience of what it’s like working with children of all ages. We have
to write activity plans that we then carry out in Nursery and occasionally
Mrs Pendlebury will come and observe us doing our activities with the
children. Activities I have completed at my placement so far are mark
making, conker rolling, gluing and sticking and role play. I really enjoy
placement as it is fun and interesting to learn about children a different
way rather than using a textbook.

Childcare

AN INSIGHT INTO THE CACHE LEVEL 3 CHILDCARE COURSE

In my class there are only five of us. It is very different from going to classes
with 20+ students in to 5. However it is really nice due to the fact we all
get along and are all able to complete and help each other complete lots
of coursework. With us only being back for about 5 weeks we have got
through a lot of work which has been the biggest change from GCSE, but
it is a good change as it is very independent but support is there and it is
rewarding when it’s completed.
Since September we have had 2 visitors in our class who we have
interviewed for primary research for different pieces of coursework. We
have had Anna Humphrey a qualified midwife, she came in to talk to us
about what tests and checks are done on pregnant women and the baby.
This was interesting because she talked to us about how different her job is
everyday and why she enjoys it. The second visitor was Mrs Chenery with her
daughter, 5 month old Betsy. Mrs Chenery, a teacher at Great Marlow, came
in when she was pregnant and I was studying GCSE Child Development, so
it was really nice to hear about how her life has changed since we last saw
her. I have really enjoyed both placement and lessons so far.
By Cerys Stone, 12O

D&T

THREE EXCITING NEW CLUBS FOR D&T ENTHUSIASTS

Students are being offered the chance to sign up for three new clubs organised by the Design and
Technology Department. Year 7 and Year 8 can take part in The Scalextric for Schools Challenge;
Year 8 and Year 9 can be challenged by the Sewing Bee initiative: maybe, among our students, we
have the fashion designer of the future. Finally, for Year 9, there is the Scrapheap Challenge: two
teams, a big challenge concerning one huge heap of scrap.
The Great Marlow

SEWING
BEE
Are you a fashion designer of the future?
Do you want to become an expert on the
sewing machine?

Starting Tuesday

3pm to 4.15pm
Open to all Year 8 & 9
Year 9 DT Club - Tuesday 3-4.15pm
Sign up is essential - limited spaces!
See Mr Smith in the DT office for more information.

Sign up is essential -Limited spaces available

See Miss Young in the Technology office for more details

All these exciting events
happen
on
Tuesday
between 3 pm and 4.15 pm
in the D&T classrooms.
Students must sign up for
a place on one of the clubs.
If you have any questions
please ask a member of
staff from D&T.

Key Stage News

Year 7 Activity Day 2017
Following an enjoyable and successful trip
to Longridge Activity Centre in Marlow last
year, this year’s new intake were excited to
be involved in the team-building activity
again this year, this time at Westhorpe
Water Sports Centre in Little Marlow,
headquarters of Inspired Expeditions
who run Great Marlow School’s DofE
expeditions and the year 8 camp night.
On Thursday 21st September, the entire year 7
year group, plus tutors set off from school by
coach, heading to Westhorpe for a day of activities
designed to develop their communication, team and
leadership skills.
The excited students were looking forward to a
fantastic opportunity to get to know each other and
their form tutors away from the school environment.
On arrival, the Inspired Expedition instructors
separated the pupils into groups and informed
them which activities they would be involved in. All
students would be participating in a water-based
activity- either canoeing or kayaking, a land-based
activity: archery, bushcraft, orienteering or the
climbing wall and team challenges.
The year 7 pupils enthusiastically involved
themselves in every task and the activity leaders
were impressed by both their behaviour throughout
the day and their eagerness to participate in the
various challenges.
A great start to year 7 and a day all students (and
staff!) involved will remember as a fun and exciting
experience, marking the beginning of their time at
Great Marlow School.
All photos from the year 7 activity day can
be viewed on the school website.

By Miss H Murray

Year 11 news
Year 11 have made a great start to a very important year. They have returned to school
with a positive mindset and a commitment to the high standards of behaviour and
attitude to learning that is expected of them at Great Marlow.
PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
The Year 11 parent information evening was highly successful with 60% of parents and
carers attending. Information was given our regarding the timeline for Y11, motivation
and revision strategies, further explanation of the new GCSE grading and post 16
advice.

ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to all students who have 100% attendance so far this term. A good
attendance record is vital to ensure the best possible outcomes.
Year group total to date: 93.4%
By Miss F Tuddenham

16th November 2017

GMS 6th Form Open Evening

8th January 2018		

Mock Exams begin

8th February 2018		

Year 11 Parents Evening

9th February 2018		

GMS 6th Form application deadline & Careers Day

7th May 2018 		

All GCSEs Begin

Key Stage News

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

Congratulations to our Summer term certificate winners:
SUBJECT

EFFORT

PROGRESS

MERIT

Lucy Jeneson

Kirsty Gunn

Hartlee Openiano

COMPUTING

Ben Austin

Lauren Gregory

Jemma Bowler

CHILDCARE

Abby Cheney

Hazel Gibson

Amani Collins

CITIZENSHIP

Megan Chadwick

Louise Chandler

Harrison Popham

Ben Cronin

Max Coleman

Ben Austin

N/A

Joel Langford

N/A

DRAMA

Abby Cheney

Matthew Hermitage

Toby Holden

ENGLISH

Ella Goff

Abby Cheney

Toby Holden

Daisy Coombes

Reece Melachrino

Maisie Rhymer

FRENCH

Ben Austin

Seb Herzog

Sophie Smyth

GEOGRAPHY

Roxy Hood

Alfie Flowers

Jemma Bowler

ART

COMPUTER SCIENCE
DEVELOPMENT
IN LEARNING

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

GRAPHICS

Mia Agar

Munmeet Bahra

Aimee Salter

Aimee Salter

Rowan Cumming

Cameron Chadwick

MATHS

Jessamy Wright

Louise Tillier

Molly Jones

MEDIA

Sakile Graham

Toby Lassen

Jessie Amos

MUSIC

Leah Hall

Mia Elton

Mia Agar

GCSE PE

Brooke Johnson

Hope Smith

Jacob Wratten

PE

Maxwell Thomas

Joe North

Rowan Cumming

Hazel Gibson

Tiffany Goodchild

Jacob Wratten

HISTORY

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
RESISTENT MATERIALS

Isobel Stewart

Maxwell Thomas

Rowan Baxter

SCIENCE

Harrison Popham

Zainab Lakda

Chloe Gosnell

SPANISH

Toby Holden

Tabitha Collins

Molly Griffiths

STATISTICS

Zainab Lakda

Calvin Moller

Joe Bedford

Gracie Cook

Hannah Twyning

Rowan Cumming

TEXTILES

Progress grades 2017
Students who received an excellent in all
10 of their subjects in the October 2017
progress reports:
Amy Chandler
Louise Chandler
Tabi Collins
Roxy Hood
Kirah Moore
Ursalaan Shah
Lucie Walker
Georgie Webb

Students who received an excellent in 9 of their subjects in the October
2017 progress reports:
Ben Austin
Hannah Puttick
Munmeet Bahra
Maisie Rhymer
Joe Bedford
Freddie Sheppard
Jemma Bowler
Sophie Smyth
Rachel Burlison
Izzie Stewart
Kacie Gardiner
Hannah Twyning
Molly Griffiths
Bobby Wakefield
Toby Holden
Michael Webb
Zainab Lakda
Helen Windsor
Lily Mackey
Jacob Wratten
Jessie Mcauley
Jessamy Wright
Hartlee Openiano
Robert Petrea
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History

History students achieve impressive results
GCSE HISTORY TRIUMPHS 2017
The following students scored Grade A or higher in the Paper 1 Module (The Cold War and Hitler’s
Germany):Amy-Jane BILL, Matiilde BINUCCI* (99%), Patrick BOLAND, Jade CHAFER*, Alice CONNOR*,
Juliette DUDLEY, Louisa GLEN-BRAMLEY*, Olivia HARDING, Eloise HEYWOOD-PHILLIPS, Molly
HOLDSWORTH, Madison HUNTER, Humaira HUSSAIN, Roha KARIM* (98%), Freddie LEWIS*,
Jordan LOCK, Stephanie MONKS, Adam SULLIVAN, Morgan THACKWELL*, Kyran TOWNSEND,
Molly WRATTEN, Will WRIGHT* (98%).
The following students scored Grade A or higher in the Paper 2 Module (British Depth Study):Amy-Jane BILL, Matiilde BINUCCI* (100%!), Conor CLIFFORD, Alice CONNOR*, Helen COOKE, JodieMay DALY, Juliette DUDLEY* (100%!), Louisa GLEN-BRAMLEY*, Olivia HARDING* (98%), Eloise
HEYWOOD-PHILLIPS, Molly HOLDSWORTH*, Roha KARIM*, Kereth MAGNUSSEN*, Josh Adams
MUSOKE* (97%), Bronwyn PULLMAN, Adam SULLIVAN, Kyran TOWNSEND*, Molly WRATTEN*,
Will WRIGHT*.
The following students scored Grade A or higher in the Controlled Assessment comparing Martin
Luther King and Malcolm X:Amy-Jane BILL, Matiilde BINUCCI, Patrick BOLAND, Alice CONNOR* (96%), Juliette DUDLEY,
Lauren FOSTER* (96%), Louisa GLEN-BRAMLEY, Roha KARIM, Jordan LOCK, Kereth MAGNUSSEN,
Adam SULLIVAN* (98%), Will WRIGHT.
(Those marked * scored A* in that particular module.)

By Mr S Pugsley

A-LEVEL TRIUMPHS 2017
Here are some of the most impressive modular results by students completing AS or A2 courses
in 2017

Student

Subject

Module

%

Grade

Natasha AKRAM

Law

Legal System

92%

A

Holly BAKER

Law

Legal System

88%

A

Sarah BANNON

Law

Legal System

83%

A

Sarah BANNON

Law

Sources of Law

86%

A

India BONWICK

Law

Legal System

89%

A

India BONWICK

Law

Sources of Law

86%

A

India BONWICK

Law

Criminal Law

94%

A

Liberty CANTRELL

Law

Legal System

94%

A

Liberty CANTRELL

Law

Sources of Law

86%

A

Liberty CANTRELL

Law

Criminal Law

83%

A

Liberty CANTRELL

Law

Special Study

80%

A

Shannon DARROCH

Ancient History

Emperor Augustus

84%

A

Shannon DARROCH

Law

Legal System

91%

A

Tamika DEFREITAS

Law

Legal System

93%

A

Tamika DEFREITAS

Law

Sources of Law

86%

A

Tamika DEFREITAS

Law

Criminal Law

85%

A

Alexander ELLIOTT

Law

Legal System

87%

A

Alexander ELLIOTT

Law

Sources of Law

93%

A

Alexander ELLIOTT

Law

Special Study

81%

A

Alexander ELLIOTT

Politics

UK Politics

97%

A

Alexander ELLIOTT

Politics

UK Government

92%

A

Alexander ELLIOTT

Politics

UK/US Comparison

96%

A

Alex HARDY

Law

Legal System

84%

A

Alex HARDY

Law

Sources of Law

80%

A

Jake HOLDEN

Law

Sources of Law

84%

A

Sophie KNAPMAN

Politics

UK/US Comparison

81%

A

Cameron LAWRIE

Politics

UK/US Comparison

80%

A

Olivia LESTER

Law

Sources of Law

80%

A

Amelia LORETTO

Ancient History

Athenian Empire

83%

A

Danyal MARUF

Law

Legal System

82%

A

Danyal MARUF

Law

Sources of Law

84%

A

Danyal MARUF

Law

Criminal Law

86%

A

Danyal MARUF

Law

Special Study

89%

A

Callum NEILD

Ancient History

Emperor Augustus

85%

A

Joshua OSBORN

Law

Sources of Law

88%

A

Holly PARKER

Law

Legal System

89%

A

Sean PHILLIPS

Politics

UK Government

90%

A

Jack PREECE

Law

Legal System

94%

A

Samuel ROBINSON

Law

Criminal Law

89%

A

Ben ROWLAND

Politics

UK Politics

81%

A

Max SELLAR

Law

Criminal Law

89%

A

Bianca SHORT

Law

Legal System

86%

A

Bianca SHORT

Law

Sources of Law

83%

A

Matisse STEVENS

Law

Legal System

92%

A

Matisse STEVENS

Law

Sources of Law

88%

A

Matisse STEVENS

Politics

UK Politics

83%

A

Zoe STOUT

Ancient History

Athenian Empire

88%

A

Hamza SULTAN

Law

Sources of Law

80%

A

Mia TABERER

Law

Criminal Law

80%

A

Mia TABERER

Law

Special Study

89%

A

Paige WINDSOR

Ancient History

Athenian Empire

84%

A

Paige WINDSOR

Law

Legal System

91%

A

Natasha WRIGHT

Law

Legal System

96%

A

PE

GOLF SUCCESS FOR GMS STUDENT

Hockey Under 12s, Under 13s and Under 14s
Hockey at GMS has increased in popularity over the last few years, and
teams are now performing at a very high standard.
GMS encourage sport for all. Of
course, winning important matches
locally and at county level brings
recognition, but the PE Department
are interested in sport for life; sport
that will sustain our current students
into adulthood and retirement. So
from Year 7 all students, regardless of
ability, are encouraged to participate
and enjoy sport. Teachers offer the
basic training in lessons, once a flair
for a sport has been identified there
are many opportunities to play with
like -minded people.

Congratulations to Taylor Paul
from GMS who competed at the
inaugural Tyrrell Hatton Junior
Masters title at Harleyford Golf
Club, Marlow. A course recordequaling seven under par 65
secured Taylor the title against
some strong competition.
Almost 60 of England’s elite junior
golfers came together to compete
for the competition at the end of
the summer holidays with more
than half being category one
golfers who play off a handicap of
five or under.
The field included Berks, Bucks
& Oxon junior U15 champion
Harleyford’s
pre-tournament
favourite Taylor . As the day wore on
and the lower handicappers came
to grips with the large undulating
greens, for which Harleyford is
known, the scores became lower
until the penultimate group
featuring Taylor handed in their
cards.
With two eagles on back-to-back
par fives around the turn Taylor
set the pace which he built on with
consecutive birdies on 12, 13 and
14.
Taylor finished with a birdie and
then a par on the last to tie the
club course record held by the onlooking Hatton.
Taylor now has a handicap of 2 .

Take hockey, for example, in the Under
12 category attendance is huge.
On Thursday evening more than 30
students of all abilities enjoy training
before having a game.
The Year 12 girls have made a
promising start to the year. At the
Start of Season Tournament, they
performed in a way that shows they
have talent, in particular Colette
Fitzpatrick and Flo Horan.
Hockey is promoted by GMS in many
ways. Five Year 7s, new to hockey, have
joined Marlow Hockey Club, after only
6 weeks of hockey in the school.
For the first time at GMS, a Year 7 boys’
team has been formed, made up of
some very talented and experienced
students, alongside some total
beginners who are showing great
promise. Matches for the boys will
take place after Christmas.
In the U13 category, the Year 8 girls
have had an outstanding start to the
season, beating grammar school Dr
Challoners 7-0 despite being without
a goal keeper and one fewer outfield
player. The girls who performed
outstandingly are Kiera Allen, Tilly

Brown, Alba Braybrooke and Zoe
Clarke. The B Team are also showing
much improvement, GMS expect to
see some strong performances in
future matches.
The U14 girls have had a faultless start
to the season, being undefeated in
six matches. This group of girls have
demonstrated their ability to perform
outstandingly since Year 7 and with
most of the team now in Year 9, they
have once again proved their class by
becoming U14 south of the county
champions, as part of the England
Hockey National Schools Competition.
They are leading the way to success as
they have progressed further than any
other GMS hockey team thus far in a
11-aside competition.
The girls started their campaign with a
1-0 win over local rivals Borlase, on their
home turf. Bolstered by this emphatic
win, they took this confidence into
their next three matches to also defeat
Wycombe High, Beaconsfield High
and Pipers Corner. There was much
talk on the side-line from parents,
carers and other players, regarding
Great Marlow’s dominant, aesthetic
and composed performances.
After winning their semi-final, the girls
faced Borlase once again, to decide
who would take the title, even though
both teams qualified for the next
round of the competition. Despite
the girls’ best efforts and another
commanding performance, the score
was a draw 0-0. The teams decided
to share the tournament victory,
but GMS came home with the local
bragging rights, having beaten SWB
earlier in the day and being the only
undefeated team in the tournament.
Miss Porter is extremely proud of
the girls and would like to commend
them on their outstanding teamwork,
effort and sportsmanship constantly
demonstrated throughout the day.
The next round of the competition
takes place at Stowe School on the
18th of October. Undoubtedly, this
will bring more exceptional results,
performances and strength of
character from the GMS girls.

Once again, football has been a popular extra-curricular choice for many
students in GMS, with over 200 participants turning up, every single week, for
training.
There have been fixtures to win this half term and the GMS teams have been
determined to offer their best in every contest. In the County Cup, the Year
9 boys beat Bourne End Academy 13-0. The Under 16 Girls’ squad beat Dr
Challoner’s High 5-0 and Sir William Ramsey 4-1.
Despite two valiant matches, the Year 7 boys’ team lost, narrowly, to Hazeley
School and the 6th form sustained a loss against Chalfont School.
The results in September and October mean the Year 9 boys join the Year 11
boys in the second round of the County Cup. The girls team currently sit at the
top of their group.
In the District Competitions, the Under 14 Girls have played four games; they
have won 2, drawn 1 and lost 1. Of these fixtures, the highlight was an impressive
3-2 win against Wycombe High, made even more impressive after trailing 2-0
at half time. The Year 7s started well, with a win against John Hampden 3-0,
their narrow loss to St Michaels 5-4, has not deterred them nor dented their
confidence. For the rest of the school, district competitions begin in earnest
next half term.
Football training continues with enthusiastic students after half term. Year 7,
Year 8 and Year 9 boys train on a Monday night. Year 10 and 11 boys train on
Friday. Girls’ training happens on a Thursday.

Girls’ Football
Traditionally, football has been regarded as a boys’ game, but at GMS there are
a number of girls to be seen at football training. Many of these girls have real
talent, raising the prospect of successful wins after half term.

NETBALL

PE

Boys and Girls Football

Netball is one of the favourite sports at
GMS. The dedication of the KS3 and KS4
students,110 or more is not swayed by
inclement weather: week after week
enrolled players turn out to train and
play in all weather conditions. The
netball group is made up of all ability
levels. Positional workshops, led by Miss
Russell, Miss Muttitt, Mrs Lamming and
Mrs Merry, focus on particular skills, in
order to improve the standard of all.
Recently, there has been a focus on
developing an understanding of overall
game strategy, mixed with elements of
fitness training. In the weeks leading
up to Christmas matches are already
scheduled in.
GMS are delighted with the calibre of
the newest members, the Year 7s; they
have made a particularly successful start
to the year. The initial potential is not
misplaced, the squad finished 3rd in the
netball District Seeding Tournament,
recently hosted at GMS. Rebecca Stevens
was recognised a being one of the most
valuable players in the team. As in other
aspects of sport, the Year 7 team is
supported by KS4 leaders, who help run
events and umpire.

The Girls’ Active initiative, which makes sport a focus for improvement across all
curriculum areas, has focused on the Year 7 cohort. There has been a fantastic
turn out each week. As a result, Girls’ Active wish to recruit new leaders. Any girl
who wishes to be involved, please contact Miss Muttitt as soon as possible. Girls’
Active opens to other year groups after half term.

Dance Club
GMS has a first-class dance studio, therefore it is not surprising that already 60 students are
signed up to attend dance sessions. The students who participate in this sport are planning
to showcase their flair and creativity in a gym and dance show scheduled for February.
Enthusiastic leaders, namely Ella Goff, Rebekah Rous, Leila Gatrell-White, Tilly Sutcliffe and
Katie Moorin have been outstanding in their promotion of the club.

Gymnastics
In KS3 and KS4 gymnastics is a growing discipline. Helen Windsor and Anna
Lewis have demonstrated fantastic leadership, encouraging more youngsters
to become involved. All students in Years 7-11 are given support and
encouragement in order to develop their gymnastic skills. Dance and gymnastics
are two sports that complement each other, which is why the gym and dance
show is always such a successful event on the school calendar. GMS strongly
advise that parents and carers put the date in their diary, so as not to miss the
opportunity to witness the skill and enthusiasm of the participants.

Both the A team and the B team, in the
Year 8 squad, have won convincingly
against St Michael’s. In the first league
game the A team won 22-2 and B team
won 16-5. The most valuable players for
the above games were Chloe Blois and
Annabel Megson.

PE

KS3 Rugby
Rugby is a sport that is hugely popular in GMS. In the initial few
weeks of the autumn term the school has already built a squad
of 23: a mix of experienced rugby players and those new to the
game. Sports staff are impressed by the speed, athleticism and
skill of all the members.
What better start to the season could be imagined than a superb unbeaten
record, including a 10-0 win over local rivals.
The next half term promises to be particularly exciting as the boys embark
upon a weekly tournament lasting four weeks rivalling Berkshire schools. The
GMS rugby team were approached and asked to compete in this competition
because they were considered to be a have prestigious rugby status. Last year
the team finished 3rd against some outstanding competition. This year’s U12
team are keen match or beat this achievement.
Of course, to compete at a high standard, students have to be trained by
experts. In GMS teacher and trainer Mr Goodright is ably assisted by expert
rugby player and Year 12 student Will Drewitt.
Rugby in Year 8 continues to have a strong following as the squad builds on
the strengths of the Year 7 training and successes on the field of play. Week
after week the lads have worked hard to improve their game by adapting their
skill, knowledge and expertise to the 13 a side game: a move from the 10 a
side game played by the Year 7s.
A first tough fixture, against a Berkshire team called Piggotts, demonstrated
that GMS have a Year 8 squad with a strong, determined core, who remained
undeterred right up to the final moments.
Another difficult battle ensued against a strong side from another Berkshire
team, Furze Platt. In this encounter both teams were equally matched: GMS
were technically and tactically better, however, Furze Platt were athletically
bigger and stronger. A brilliant game of rugby ensued, with end to end play
and some significant physical battles, ending in a 10- 10 draw
The Year 8 side are coached by Mr Goodright and Freddie Lewis: a sixth
former, who continues to show a natural aptitude for this particular sport. His
assistance is very much appreciated by the students and staff.

1st XV Rugby
The top standard in GMS rugby is the First XV team. This group were entered into the
prestigious Natwest National Cup Competition.
After a tough first round against a skilled and talented Claire’s Court, GMS were beaten and placed in the
Bowl Competition. Next, GMS played John Hampden Grammar School (JHGS). Sadly, the team from up
the hill were more organised and better versed, so despite a competitive game GMS sustained a second
loss. Credit must go to the boys, who never gave up, remained committed to the task, and played with
100% commitment to the very end. Not winning leads to success in the longer term, because the boys
have decided they need to train more smartly and work on their set piece play. They are now looking
forward to their forthcoming Wednesday fixtures.

Articles by staff from the PE department

With the Duke of Edinburgh Award Programme
becoming more popular and prominent at Great Marlow
School, we were honoured to be chosen to represent
the Southeast region to talk about the award live on
the radio.
Jacob Frost, 10T, completed his Bronze award last year
and has enrolled to progress to the Silver award this year.
Hannah Puttick, 11T, has successfully completed both her
Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh awards.
Out of over 80 participants who took part in the DofE
scheme at Great Marlow School last year, Hannah and
Jacob were chosen to talk about their experiences
and represent our school because they showed great
commitment and both had such positive attitudes
throughout the duration of the programme.

a chat with the interviewer before being broadcast live
on air. They described their DofE experiences, detailing
the activities they chose for the volunteering, physical
and skills sections of the award. They also recounted their
expedition journeys, which for both students were a huge
achievement.

D of E

GMS Students Live On Air!

What a fantastic experience for Hannah and Jacob,
promoting this nationally acclaimed youth development
programme and providing the listeners with a fantastic
example of the type of mature, bright and well-rounded
students we are privileged to have at Great Marlow
School.
Well done!

By Miss H Murray

We were invited to the studio of Wycombe Sound Radio
in High Wycombe town centre and the two students had

We picked up six first places, and four second places.
The Senior Girls’ Quad must be congratulated on
retaining overall Head of the River for the third year in
succession. Chloe Gosnell won her Year 11 single against
a good field, and the Year 9 / 8 boys all competed well
with the quad of Aiden Kelly, Thomas Stratton, Freddie
Parr, Oliver J and Sam Chaplin being outright winners.

Winning Weekend for GMSBC
On Saturday 14th October the Great Marlow
School Boat Club (GMSBC) competed at two
separate events. The top boys’ squad went to
London to compete in the Pairs Head, a major
national event, with top crews from most major
clubs in the country. Oli Peace and Jamie-Jack
Westfold won their event in the Double Sculls,
while Alex Hardy and Toby Lassen won the next
event down in their Double. This is the first time
GMSBC has won at this event, so to win two
medals is very exciting indeed.

GMSBC remains a club that offers a significant challenge
to other clubs in the country and we celebrate their
success with all the rowers, their trainers and the
support network that enables the contestants to travel
to the events.

By Mr F Murison

Rowing

Meanwhile, the rest of the club headed west to Bath.
GMSBC entered 22 crews in a mixture of singles doubles
and quads: over 40 students competed, many of whom
raced in more than one division.

A date for your
diary - FOGMS
Christmas Market
22nd November

Safe Internet Use
AND FINALLY....
a brand new look for the
Reception and Quad area

On Wednesday 22nd November, FOGMS
are holding their very successful, annual
Christmas Market in the school hall.
There will be a wide variety of stalls with
inspiring ideas for Christmas presents, as well
as festive food and drink to evoke the spirit of
Christmas. Come along to find gifts, homemade
crafts, enjoy mulled wine and good food.

Great Marlow School are fully aware
of the benefits and problems that the
social networking sites of Facebook,
Snapchat and Twitter pose. Sadly,
it is becoming more apparent that
unscrupulous individuals target young
people by befriending them using these
platforms.
Rather than remaining inactive GMS
believe it is important to arm students
with knowledge and a means to deal
with the problem. Giving students
an insight into the dangers of social
media, and offering coping strategies,
including an understanding of safe
places to go for support, is important to
the school.

The money raised by FoGMS goes to the
school to provide it with equipment that
offers opportunities that helps release
the potential of our GMS students.
FoGMS invite the whole community to come
along to find interesting and unique Christmas
presents, while enjoying a wonderful evening.

Drama is an accessible way to raise
awareness in students. An outside
theatre company has been invited in
to perform a drama called Chelsea’s
Choice; it is an interactive play that
tackles the difficult issue of Child Sexual
Exploitation in an accessible way. Actors
present the life of Chelsea in a manner
that makes it clear that individuals have
choices, and safe choices lead to a safe
outcome.

Many thanks go to the sponsors who
have given generously of their time and
money to make this event possible.

Students will have an opportunity to
discuss the drama and in doing so will
learn strategies to deal with characters
who provide a threat on the internet.
Throughout, school staff will be on hand
to offer assistance, answer questions
and reassure.
The personal, social, health and
economic (PSHE) wellbeing of our
students is important to GMS: we
endeavour to guide all our students
towards making choices that keeps
them safe.

Great Marlow School
Bobmore Lane
Marlow Bucks
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