
 

 

 

 

 

15th December 2021 

 

 

Dear Parent/ Carers 

 

 

GMS School Arrangements for 4th January 2022 

 

As you will be aware, on Sunday 28th November the government updated their guidance regarding the key 

COVID risk reduction measures for schools.  The major change was the advice that face coverings should be once 

again worn by all students and staff in communal areas of schools; thank you to all the parents/ carers and 

students who have supported this change.  The guidance also stated that all schools should prepare to test all 

students, once, for COVID19 via a lateral flow test in school prior to the start of the new term in January. 

 

In order to carry out this testing, Tuesday 4th January will now become a remote learning day and students will 

only attend school during their allocated slot to be tested.   Students coming to school to be tested need to 

come onto site via the Bobmore Lane entrance and they will be directed to the Sixth Form Centre and then to 

the main hall where the testing will take place.  There will not be any Buckinghamshire Council school 

transport on Tuesday 4th January. 

 

The testing arrangements for Tuesday 4th January are as follows: 

 

Year Group  Arrival Time  Departure Time (Approximately) 

7   9.30am   10.00am  

8   10.30am  11.00am 

9   11.30am  12.00pm 

10   12.30pm  1.00pm 

11   1.30pm   2.00pm 

12/13   2.30pm   3.00pm 

 

Students do not need to attend school in uniform when they come in to be tested but we are asking all students 

to bring a face covering with them to wear when appropriate.  

We will only contact parents/ carers with the result of their child’s in-school test if the result is positive for 

COVID19. 



If your son/daughter is not able to attend their year group’s allocated testing session, or if your preference is for 

them to test at home, please carry out a lateral flow test at home on Tuesday 4th January.  It is very important 

that for any home tests the results are reported via the usual links on the front page of the Great Marlow School 

website.  Please remember to report the result to both the school and the NHS.  Tests can be collected from 

reception at school as usual.   

 

In line with the guidance, if your son/daughter has tested positive for COVID19 in the 90 days prior to the 4th 

January they should not carry out a test unless they have new symptoms and are advised to by the NHS.   The 90 

days goes back to the 6th October.  In addition, if your son/daughter has symptoms then you should book a PCR 

test; no child with symptoms should attend school on the 4th January. 

 

Remote learning activities will be provided via MS Teams on this day but there will not be any live learning 

conversations in lessons as a significant number of the teaching staff will be supporting the testing in school.  

The tutor period will, however, take place live over teams for Years 7-11 at 8.35am on the day to recognise the 

formal start of the new term.  Work will be set for all lessons scheduled to take place on the day. 

 

School will operate as normal from Wednesday 5th January with all students who receive a negative test result 

on the 4th expected to be on the school site by 8.35am.  If there are any further changes to the government 

guidance we will aim to communicate any impact upon our operating arrangements as soon as possible. 

 

If your child does not have access to a computer or you do not have internet access at home, please make 

contact with your child’s Director of Learning via email and we will look to support wherever possible. 

 

I will take this opportunity to promote this term’s edition of The Voice, which will be available on the website at 

the end of the week.  It showcases some of the fantastic work of students and staff from this term.   

 

Finally, may I wish all of our school community a Merry Christmas and very best wishes for the New Year.  I hope 

that everyone has a safe and enjoyable festive period. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

         

Kevin Ford 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 


